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Photos in this issue are from last month's 'Street Portrait' competition.

Have you dabbled with IR?

This month’s program is about IR – Infrared – 
photography. Color or B&W IR is available to 
you, whether you use a filter on your lens or 
have a camera converted to be a dedicated IR 
device. 

Jeffrey will be explaining the history and ins 
and outs of IR methods and techniques. Don’t 
miss out on this program.

Featured Article

Some neat hacks/tips from past member Russ 
Burden. Try some of these next time you’re out 
shooting.  Read more here...
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Our Mission

The purpose of the Focus Camera Club is  to further its members’ enjoyment, knowledge and 
mastery of photographic skills through cooperative efforts and fellowship.

Focus Camera Club Monthly Meetings

Meetings are held the Second & Fourth Wednesday of each month. Hybrid meetings – locally at Lone Tree Civic 
Center and via Zoom. Meetings start promptly at 6:30 PM and normally end by 9:00 PM .

Clever Cats by Dominic Adducci
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4 Photography Hacks To Try

By Russ Burden

Try these tricks on your next photography adventure

Everything in life has a purpose, but does a given item that performs a given task need to be relegated to 
only that task? The human brain is an amazing organ that allows those who are so inclined to construct 
implements that make life easier. But even more special are those who ingeniously come up with alter-
native ways to utilize any developed product for totally different purposes for which they were in-
vented. Not all of the below tips relate to inventions or their alternate use but still relate to the above 
context. I hope everyone ascends to the next plateau and figures out some ingenious tricks to incorpo-
rate into their own photography. I also hope this tip sparks your creativity so you can add a technique or 
two to capture better images.

Wet Those Rocks

Rivers and streams are a scenic photogra-
pher’s go-to subject. They can be used as 
leading lines, shutters can be slowed to 
provide a cotton candy look to water, they 
attract animals that may enhance the 
scenic and much more. Depending on the 
season, time of day and light, the rocks 
that inhabit the water may be exposed. If 
it’s a low precipitation year, if the snow 
hasn’t begun to melt or if an environmen-
tal factor created a natural dam, the flow 
will be impacted. On sunny days, rocks 
that sit above the water line may be bright. 
The sun bleaches them over the years or 
they get weathered.

Regardless of the cause, bright rocks be-
come distractions. In post-processing, they can be toned down, cloned out and their color can be modi-
fied, but there’s a much easier natural solution that involves zero computer work. I grab my empty water 
bottle, fill it with river water and drizzle it over the entire bright rock. If the rocks are close to the shore, 
I splash water on them. The important thing is to get them nice and wet so the brightness value is 
brought way down.

Create A Shadow

A bright subject against a bright background isn’t a good formula for an award-winning photo. On the 
other hand, if the bright subject is offset against a dark background, the bright subject pops off the page. 
I made the photo of the frosted yucca seed head against white gypsum in White Sands National Park. It’s 
a desolate location and there are very few natural elements that create shadows. 
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To produce the dark blue background, I 
simply asked one of the participants on my 
tour to stand to the left of the yucca until 
his shadow filled the background. The blue 
color cast is the result of the clear sky re-
flected onto the dunes. 

Because I biased the exposure so the 
frosted seed head wouldn’t lose detail, the 
shadowed background took on the dark 
hue of the sky. The minus exposure com-
pensation preserved the delicate pieces of 
frost. 

The Other Use For A Polarizer

Most scenic photographers use a polarizer to darken and saturate blue skies and to make clouds pop. It 
works wonders when the “proper” focal length is utilized so the darkening of the sky is uniform. If the fo-
cal length is too wide, uneven darkening occurs. It has to do with the physics of how polarization reacts 
to the angle of the light source. The optimum position is to aim it 90 degrees from the sun. That being 
said, there’s another use for a polarizer that often gets overlooked and also has to do with physics.

Polarizers work wonders to lessen or re-
move glare from shiny, reflective surfaces. 
In the image of the water lily, you can see 
the difference. The “look” that’s revealed 
is dependent upon the orientation of the 
polarizer. Spin it one way and you’ll see 
one of the versions. Continue to spin it in 
the same direction and you’ll obtain the 
other. It works on glass, shiny metal ob-
jects, misty or shiny leaves—any place 
glare exists. The intensity to which it may 
remove glare is dependent on numerous 
factors. In certain instances, it may show 
just a small improvement. I find that rare, 
so I always carry a polarizer and love it 
when it works. A third bonus is it can also 

act as a neutral density filter to either slow down moving water to obtain the silky look or modify a 
working aperture to control depth of field.
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Perspective vs. Proximity vs. Focal Length

From macros to the grand landscape, the following holds true: The end result of two similarly composed 
photos can appear very different influenced by perspective. Perspective is based on two key factors—
distance from the subject and the focal length lens used to make the similar composition. As you move 
closer to the subject, in order to include it all, you’ll need a wider lens. If you don’t have a wider lens, 
you’ll need to move further away to include the elements. The key caveat is that the combination of the 
given focal length in conjunction with the distance from the subject has a huge impact on the perspec-
tive. Elements get pushed back when a wide angle is used. Elements get compressed when a longer 
length is used.

Note the two photos of the Tetons and cottonwoods above. The one with more sky and “shorter” moun-
tains is the result of having to use a wider lens. The one with less sky and “taller” mountains was created 
with a longer focal length lens from a further distance. I suggest you experiment using different focal 
lengths from different distances and try to create similar compositions to get the feel of how this works
—it’s actually a huge eye opener.

— Russ Burden

(all images in this article © Russ Burden)

Denver Zoo Free Admission on April 9

They are running a “lottery” for each free day this year. Check their webpage for dates to register 
to get tickets (starts March 26). And the free days are timed admissions too.  

A few hoops to jump through, but thems the rules!
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Program & Competition Meetings

Program Schedule Competition Schedule

03/08/23 Program – Infrared Photography 
by Jeffrey Stoner

03/22/23 Subject – Frame in a Frame

03/29/23 Mentor Session – Rescheduled to April 6. See Pg 9 for info.

04/12/23 Program – Phone Photography: 
From Pocket to Post 
by Todd Nettlehorst

04/26/23 Subject – Wabi Sabi

05/10/23 Program – Envisioning / Execut-
ing / Critiquing (B&W Images) by 
Cole Thompson

05/24/23 Subject – Open

05/31/23 Mentor Session – Location TBA

March 8 Program with Jeffrey Stoner

Infrared photography allows us to see into a world illuminated by infrared light, which our eyes cannot 
normally see. An infrared image may reveal a world only subtly different, or one of other-worldly colors 
and textures. Jeffrey’s program covers the history of infrared photography and how it can be used today. 
He shows infrared photographs that would be difficult to replicate in any other way. Attend the pro-
gram, and see if this is a photographic tool that you want in your tool chest.

Jeffrey is especially known for his Goats of Roan and Steam Locomotive images, and his images have 
been featured in international, national, and regional publications. His latest book, Taproots of Tennes-
see (2019, the University of Tennessee Press) illustrates stories about the Tennessee state-owned his-
toric sites.  See his work at https://www.jeffreystonerphotography.com/ 

This Month's Competition is Frame in a Frame

The official definition - “Use a natural element (a frame) in your composition 
to direct the viewer to the main subject in your frame (the outer edges of your 
image). A digitally created frame added via Photoshop is not permitted.“

This DPS article gives a number of suggestions and example images. Use 
the ideas and concepts from it, along with our official definition, to create 
your best work for the competition.

Judge will be TBA

And remember, we are limiting to 2 images per person for all Competi-
tions done via Zoom.
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February ‘Street Portrait’ Competition Results

Media Artist Image Title Score

F5.6 B&W digital Kyle Durlam Happy, not Happy 10

Color digital Dominic Adducci Clever Cats 9

F8 B&W digital Laura Blake Peddling Peace 9

Laura Blake Worker on 16th Street Mall 9

Color digital Sheila Davis Watching You, Watching Me 9

Ernie Kuemmerer Coffee Break 9

William Williams After A Good Ride 9

William Williams Anyone Want To Play 9

John Mumford Old Woman of Otavalo 10

F11 B&W digital Bill Rothenmeyer Bratislava Stroll 9

David Bessen Tough week to be in the shoe business 10

Color digital Lucius Ashby Out For A Ride 9

Steve Wilton Generations 10

F16 B&W digital Cliff Lawson This Is My Magic Wand 10

Cliff Lawson Bob At the Coffee Shop 10

Color digital Victoria Ashby How'd He Do That? 9

Bill Dickson Do you have a light? 9

Frank Gibbs Hangin’ with the homies 9

Dan Greenberg Purchasing Produce 9

Dan Greenberg Repairing a Tractor 9

Danny Lam Street Performer 9

Gary Witt Safely Inquisitive 9

Brian Donovan I Don't Even Like Wearing Shoes 10

Oz Pfenninger An Offering to the Gods 10

Judge for this competition was Travis Broxton. See all the winning images in the Online Gallery.
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Photo Contests

16th Annual Iphone Photography Awards

Entries are open worldwide to photographers using an iPhone or iPad. Photos should not be published 
previously anywhere. The posts on personal accounts (Facebook, Instagram etc.) are eligible. The photos 
should not be altered in any desktop image processing program such as Photoshop. It is OK to use any 
IOS apps.

Deadline: March 31, 2023

Visit the IPPawards website for submission and prize info.

Street Photography – The Independent Photographer

In March, we are celebrating Street Photography, and are on the hunt for your most compelling exam-
ples! Candid depictions of quotidian life; prismatic hues amongst the grey of the city; subtle moments of 
joy, humor, or love: we want to see YOUR streets!

Deadline: March 31, 2023

Visit the IP contest website for all the details and to submit your images.

Local Photo Opps & Events

CPAC - LOOKING BACK, MOVING FORWARD

Permanent Collection Highlights  -  Curated by Samantha 
Johnston

To celebrate the 2023 Month of Photography Denver fes-
tival and the Colorado Photographic Arts Center’s 60th 
Anniversary, we invite you to take a journey through the 
history of photographic art with a special exhibition of 
works from CPAC’s Permanent Collection.

The exhibit highlights 45 images spanning a range of gen-
res, approaches, and techniques, honoring CPAC’s past 
while looking to the future as the organization celebrates 
its 60th year.

Available through April 15, 2023 

COLORADO PHOTOGRAPHIC ARTS CENTER  1070 BANNOCK ST, DENVER, CO 80204

Visit the CPAC website for more info, a list of artists represented, etc.

Tamron North America Photo Tour

This event features seminars from Tamron image masters and special guests. Learn about locations, 
lenses, tips and techniques to boost your photographic knowledge.

Get club news, program and competition info, and more at FocusColorado.com and Facebook.com/FocusColorado Page 7 of 9

Bob At the Coffee Shop by Cliff Lawson

https://focuscolorado.com/
https://cpacphoto.org/looking-back-moving-forward/
https://independent-photo.com/competition/
https://www.ippawards.com/2023-entry-form/?v=7516fd43adaa
https://www.facebook.com/focuscolorado/


InFocus – The monthly newsletter of the Focus Camera Club March 2023

Lisa Langell  -  Ignite Your Creativity!  Transform how you photograph wildlife & nature
David Akoubian  -  Nature Photography and the Grand Landscape
Ken Hubbard & Andre Costantini  -  On the Road Again: Travel Photography with Ken and André

March 21, 2023  9:00 AM-4:30 PM  Cost is: $59.95 per person  Where: Embassy Suites by Hilton Den-
ver Central Park, 4444 North Havana St., Denver, Colorado 80239

Visit the Tamron event website for a full schedule, seminar details, and to register.

Some Sad News…

Oz notified me of a previous member’s passing. He said “I just received a call from Doug Moran, the husband 
of Laura Moran, who was a Focus member a few years ago before Covid. They were in Cozumel, Mexico on a 
scuba diving vacation when Laura died suddenly and unexpectedly of a heart attack.”

Our heartfelt sympathy goes out to Laura’s family and friends.

Member Recognition

Month of Photography - Inside and Out, April 8- May 6, 
Reception: Saturday, April 8, 6-8pm

Curtis Center for the Arts, 2349 East Orchard Road, 
Greenwood Village, CO  80121

They say the eyes are the window to the soul. They reveal true 
emotions, sentiments, and thoughts. The two artists in this ex-
hibition convey the innermost and outer beauty of humankind. 
Ron Cooper has traveled the world in pursuit of images that re-
flect local cultures and people. His photographs are intended to 
convey a sense of place, personality and emotion. While his 
photographs document the many differences in appearance, 
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dress, culture, and faith, he hopes they also convey the fact that our similarities and "connectedness" as 
humans far outweigh those superficial differences. 

See more of Ron’s work: Instagram: @roncooperphotography and his website ron-cooper.com

Focus Mentor Outing in April!

Rescheduled from March 31 to April 6 at 11:00 am.  Mark your calendars; Save the Date.

Please join with fellow Focus Members for a viewing and critique of the 21st Annual Exploring the Light 
exhibit at the Lone Tree Arts Center in Lone Tree. Gwen Paton will lead the group in a discussion and cri-
tique of select photos in the exhibit. Here are the details:

Where: Lone Tree Arts Center, 10075 Commons Street, Lone Tree, CO
When: Thursday, April 6, 2023, 11:00 am

Details: Meet in the seating area to the left as you enter. After the critique, you are welcome to view the 
entire exhibit on your own. Dates of the show are April 6 - June 5, 10 - 4 Monday-Friday and an hour be-
fore shows in the theater.

About the Exhibit: It is a juried show and this year's juror is Shannon Squires-Toews, a nationally recog-
nized award winning photographer from Colorado Springs. There are usually about 55 photos in the ex-
hibit and 8 categories this year.

Lunch: Afterwards at a nearby restaurant, lunch cost is on your own. 

Contact: Gwen Paton RSVP: Please contact Gwen by April 5 if you will attend.
Email: Mentors@focuscolorado.com Cell: 423-480-9016

Frame #37

A collection of extra tidbits discovered during the past few weeks.

— Grab paper and pen and take this pop quiz on photography. Answers are at the end (don’t peek!) of 
this article on the Petapixel website. Good luck.

— Don’t confuse Popular with Good...copying what everyone else is producing doesn’t let your unique 
creative voice shine through. Sean Tucker discusses “The Courage to be Disliked” and how it applies to 
we photographers and other creatives.

The art of photography is all about directing the attention 
of the viewer.

– Steven Pinker
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