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Photos in this issue are from last month's 'Abstract' competition.

Sum...sum...summertime!

Be sure to read pages 3 & 4 about the upcom-
ing meetings this month. There are some 
changes and important notes about them.

Of special note – the June Program will not be 
recorded. Show up to the Zoom meeting and 
be prepared to take notes.

Macro for Details

A brief bit of info about macro lenses and mag-
nifications. Helpful for the upcoming Details 
competition.  Read more here...
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Our Mission

The purpose of the Focus Camera Club is  to further its members’ enjoyment, knowledge and 
mastery of photographic skills through cooperative efforts and fellowship.

Focus Camera Club Monthly Meetings

Meetings are held the Second & Fourth Wednesday of each month. Our meeting place is online via Zoom until 
further notice.  Meetings start promptly at 6:30 PM and normally end by 9:00 PM .

Twist and Shout by Susan Haffke
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Macro Power

Later this year we have a Details compe-
tition. Many of you may be thinking 
about getting a Macro lens for shooting 
details, not just for that competition but 
also for your general use.

Any dedicated macro lens will go to at 
least 1:2 (0.5x life-size); many are “true” 
macros and go 1:1 at the closest focus 
distance.

But your standard fixed focal length or 
zoom lenses have some close focus abil-
ity. It all depends on what you’re shoot-
ing and how much of it you want in the 
frame.

Filling the frame with a  postage stamp 
needs a 1:1 ratio, but a 3x5 card only 
needs about .2 or .3x

And don’t forget, using inexpensive ad-
dons like an Extension tube or +10 
closeup diopter (filter that screws into 
the front of the lens) will increase the 
magnification power of any lens. You 
can get around a 1:2 magnification with 
them depending on your lens focal 
length.

If you go the filter route, be sure to buy 
good quality brands and not some 3 
piece $20 Vivitar set.

( I shoot Fuji; using a Viltrox 56mm/1.4 
I can get to 1.5 feet and cover maybe a 
6x8 area. With my trusty old Nikon 4T 
closeup filter I can fill the frame with an 
Altoids tin.   – Karl )

Infographic from Digital Camera World
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Program & Competition Meetings

Program Schedule Competition Schedule

06/08/22 Program – The World Thru my 
Lens by J.R. Schnelzer

06/22/22 Subject – Transportation

06/29/22 Mentoring Meeting Canceled.

07/13/22 Program – Urban Architectural 
Photography...Buildings Inside 
and Out by Rick Hulbert

07/27/22 Subject – Open

08/10/22 Program – Taking Photo Advo-
cacy To The Next Level and 
Opening a Gallery in The Middle 
Of a Pandemic by Scott Wilson

08/24/22 Subject – Details

08/31/22 Mentoring Meeting

June 8 Program with J.R. Schnelzer

From portraits, to landscapes, to travel, and to creative, to name just a few, J.R. has explored many types 
of photography. His presentation will cover his different image types and a discussion on his techniques.

Learn how he seeks to let his images hold you “in the subsiding of life’s rush, the beauty of visual mo-
ments.”

NOTE: This presentation will not be recorded, so please plan to attend the live presentation.

This Month's Competition is Transportation

The official definition - “Images of Transportation things – anything whose purpose is to move people or things 
from one place to another. It may be big or small, personal or commercial, at rest or moving.“

Judge will be Cliff Lawson.

NOTE: This will be a Hybrid meeting; we'll gather at Lone Tree Civic Center (as we did pre-Covid) AND 
have members attending via Zoom. Our judge, Cliff, will be in the room judging images. That means we 
can also do Monochrome and Color Prints for this competition.

Anyone wishing to bring a Print to this competition still needs to submit a digital image via the normal 
form on the website. This will enable us to have Zoom attendees also view your photo, since we can't 
easily show them the printed version.

If you have any questions, feel free to email webmaster  @  focuscolorado.com   
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Mentor Meeting on 6/29

This meeting has been canceled for a couple of reasons.

We do have another one scheduled for the end of August and once the format of that meeting is decided 
we’ll let the members know via the website and email.

May ‘Abstract’ Competition Results

Media Artist Image Title Score

F8 B&W Digital Laura Blake Adobe, Socorro, NM 9

F11 B&W Digital Steve Wilton Gnarly knot 10

Color Digital Susan Haffke Twist and Shout 9

Steve Wilton Farmers' Ditch 9

Bill Dickson Leaf gone wild 10

Bill Rothenmeyer The Abyss 10

F16 B&W Digital Brian Donovan Star Light Star Bright 10

Dan Greenberg Undulating Metal 10

Color Digital Gwen Paton Serendipity 9

Ronald Schaller Shimmering Branches 9

Victoria Ashby Helix 10

Judge for this competition was Paul Weinrauch. See all the winning images in the Online Gallery.
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Helix by Victoria Ashby
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Photo Contests

Monochrome Photography Awards

Early Deadline: July 3rd, 2022 (save $5 per entry)
Final Deadline: November 13th, 2022

The connection of Black and White Photography with 
tradition and timeless values is beyond contestation. 
Since its infancy, black and white photography was not 
only the craft but primarily the art, where ideas con-
jured in the artist’s imagination is immortalized through 
the lens of their camera.

The Monochrome Awards is primarily aimed at 
people of whom photography is a passion and a 
way of life. It is a platform where professionals and am-
ateurs can enter their shots amongst a sea of ambitious 
and creative community of photographers from around 
the world for a chance to win $3000 and an opportu-
nity to show their work to an international audience.

Visit the MonoAwards website for all the details 
and to submit images.

2022 Birds In Flight Photo Contest

Deadline: July 12, 2022

For the second year, we are hosting a contest to find superb photographs of flying birds. Is any other type of bird 
photography as challenging? To frame and shoot photos of a fast-moving subject requires camera smarts, an un-
derstanding of bird behavior, quick reflexes, and creativity. Do you have what it takes to win? Enter your photos 
of birds in flight to find out!

All photos entered must be of wild, free-flying birds. The use of bait is prohibited.

Visit the Birdwatching Daily website to enter your images and get prize info.

Local Photo Opps & Events

A Note from Gwen

We have another opportunity to view a followup photo exhibit at the Lone Tree Art Center when the 
currently running juried show ends on June 6. It is the Best of Show Exhibit and will run from June 9 to 
July 17, 2022. It will feature those photographers who were awarded first and second in their category 
(there were 5) as well as the Best of Show winner in the Exploring the Light Exhibit that ends June 6.
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Gnarly knot by Steve Wilton
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Each winner is allowed up to 4 images for the show so there could end up being 40 or more photos in the 
exhibit. Many of the photographs in this exhibit can be images that were not juried into the Exploring 
the Light Exhibit that ends June 6. Gwen Paton received a second place award in Still Life, so will be a 
participant in the exhibit. 

For questions, please contact Gwen at vicepresident@focuscolorado.com 

DAM get together June 13

The Denver Art Museum currently has an Abstract 
photography exhibition underway until June 19. 
Curious Visions - Toward Abstract Photography

David Bessen, a fairly new club member, is organizing 
an outing to see this exhibit on June 13. He will meet 
members at the museum entrance (Martin Building) at 
11:00am on Monday, June 13. The plan is to see the 
exhibit and then grab lunch nearby, following the 
model well-established by Gwen. 

Visit the Denver Art Museum website for more info 
about this exhibit.

Interested Focus Club members should contact David 
directly at david.bessen54@outlook.com and let him 
know you want to attend. 

2022 Free Days for DBG York Street and Chatfield Farms

Tuesday, June 7 Wednesday, July 6

See https://www.botanicgardens.org/events/free-days for further details.

Nature Photography Day

Each year, June 15 is designated by the North American Nature Photography Association (NANPA) to promote 
the enjoyment of nature photography, and to explain how images are used to advance the cause of conservation 
and protect plants, wildlife, and landscapes both locally and globally.

NANPA encourages people everywhere to enjoy the day by using a camera to explore the natural world. A back-
yard, park, or other place close by can be just right.

Visit the NANPA website for more info and some ideas for shooting that day.

Get club news, program and competition info, and more at FocusColorado.com and Facebook.com/FocusColorado Page 6 of 8

Serendipity by Gwen Paton
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Make Plans for - Independence Eve

Sunday, July 3, 2022 at Civic Center Park

For over ten years, tens of thousands of people have gathered in Civic Center the night before Independence 
Day to celebrate country, culture, and community. Attendees can again expect to experience the sweet sounds 
of the Colorado Symphony and other local artists, a spectacular light show on the City and Country Building, 
and a fireworks finale unlike any other show in the country.

Visit the Independence Eve page to find out more and see the schedule.

Crested Butte Wildflower Festival

The Crested Butte Wildflower Festival is an annual 10-day Festival offering over 200 workshops in wildflower 
expertise each July, be it painting, pollination, photography, culinary arts, or leading hikes into the wild beyond 
in the heart of the Wildflower Capital of Colorado, Crested Butte. 

Our 501(c)3 nonprofit organization was founded in 1986 to celebrate the beauty of the montane and alpine 
wildflower environments in and around the Gunnison Valley. Today we continue to advocate for the preserva-
tion and appreciation of wildflowers and instill both awareness and admiration of our interdependence with our 
natural wildflower habitats through our events.

The Festival runs from July 8-17, 2022 and the full schedule, registration info, directions, etc. are on the 
Crested Butte Wildflower Festival website.

For Sale

2019 iMac 5K, 27 inch, for Sale - $1700

Processor is  a 3.6GHz 8-Core i9, 32 GB of RAM  2667 MHz DDR4, Graphics:  Radeon Pro 580X 8GB, 
2TB SSD (Not the Fusion, so even faster.)

OWC Has a similar model with ¼ the RAM for $2200. Apple has  2019 models for sale with fewer im-
provement in storage and RAM for $2100-2500.

This machine is in excellent shape and the only reason it is up for sale is that I have ordered the new Mac 
Studio. It will be available in mid to later July after my Apple Monitor arrives.

If you are thinking of upgrading your Apple Computer, and don’t want to pay $3500+ for the new Mac 
Studio and Monitor, this is for you.

Contact Cliff Lawson at 303-520-3910 or via Email at clifflawson@mac.com
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Frame #37

A collection of extra tidbits discovered during the past few weeks.

— Test yourself over at This Image Does Not Exist. Can you tell if an image is human made or AI? (It’s 
much harder than you think)

— If you have a fascination for cool looking astrophotography then head over to the 2022 Milky Way 
Photographer of the year page on Capture The Atlas. Stunning work there.

— When is the last time you took a train ride? Georgetown is about an hour away, or you can make a nice 
weekend trip heading to Durango. Both are running this summer with a full schedule.
https://www.georgetownlooprr.com/ and https://www.durangotrain.com/ for all the details.

Not every innovation in transportation is going to come 
from government or even a large enterprise. There are 
smart people out there with tools and skills to come up 
with great ideas.

— Anthony Foxx

Get club news, program and competition info, and more at FocusColorado.com and Facebook.com/FocusColorado Page 8 of 8

The Abyss by Bill Rothenmeyer
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