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Photos in this issue are from last month's 'Open' competition.

Thank You, Mentors!!

A big thanks to all the folks in the club who 
stepped up to be Mentors. 

We encourage club members to take advan-
tage of this opportunity to learn from others. 
No matter where you are in your photographic 
knowledge and skills, you can always learn 
something new.

And on a related note...

Becoming a better photographer

I dug through the archives and pulled out an 
article I wrote many years ago...but it still ap-
plies today. Even more so, now that Focus Club 
has a cadre of Mentors available to us all.

Read my story here...

In This Issue

Competitions Make You a Better 
Photographer..........................................2

Program & Competition Meetings. 3

May ‘Open’ Competition Results....4

Photo Contests.......................................5

Local Photo Opps & Events...............6

Member Recognition...........................7

Frame #37.................................................7

  Focus Camera Club Officers
  and Committee Chairs

  Officers

  President: Oz Pfenninger

  Vice President: Gwen Paton

  Treasurer: Ron Schaller

  Secretary: Bill Williams

Committee Chairs

Executive: Oz Pfenninger, Gwen 
Paton, Ron Schaller, Bill Williams and 
the Committee chairs listed below

Competitions: Butch Mazzuca & Cliff 
Stockdill

Programs: Shawn Slade

Membership:  Larry Hartlaub

Special Projects: Oz Pfenninger

Newsletter/Website: Karl Peschel

Education: (open)

Our Mission

The purpose of the Focus Camera Club is  to further its members’ enjoyment, knowledge and 
mastery of photographic skills through cooperative efforts and fellowship.

Focus Camera Club Monthly Meetings

Meetings are held the Second & Fourth Wednesday of each month. Our meeting place is online via Zoom until 
further notice.  Meetings start promptly at 6:30 PM and normally end by 9:00 PM .

Inconsolable, Bologna by Daniel Teitelbaum
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Competitions Make You a Better Photographer

By Karl Peschel

When I joined Focus Camera club I was placed in the f5.6 group, like so many photographers before me. 
I though to myself, "Hey...wait a sec. I've been shooting since I was a teen and decades later I'm starting 
at square one? How's that possible?”

After attending a few competition meetings, and seeing the work of others in all the groups, I came to 
realize it wasn't personal. It wasn't due to experience, or what camera I had, or how much I knew about 
lighting and composition. It was nothing more than a way to level the playing field in the competitions.

And many of those folks in the f11 and f16 groups had put in years of time and effort to get to where 
they were. They had proven themselves – I had not.

To get a group assignment I had shown a sampling of my work, which I thought was the most awesome 
stuff anyone had ever created, but I had NEVER entered any competitions. The rules and criteria for 
what is awesome or mediocre are far different in Competitions than when you’re showing off images 
online or to friends and family.  (Best advice I got – “On competition night, leave your ego at the door!”)

The images of a special trip I took, or a moment in time that reminded me of an event, may have held 
great meaning for me - but not so much in the eyes of other people judging the images. They looked (and 
looked real hard) at composition, lighting, color fidelity, emotional impact, critical sharpness, and many 
other factors I perhaps glossed over or felt were "good enough" for me. 

It made me view my images with a more critical eye. When choosing competition images I became more 
aware of all those elements and it forced me to not only shoot differently, but to "see" differently.

And I got better

I learned. I improved. I had a desire to do better, work harder, and prove to myself (and to others, admit-
tedly) I was a good photographer. As I started scoring 1st and 2nd (we didn't have the number system 
back then) my confidence grew.

I attended more Programs. Talked “shop” with other club members. Went out shooting with other mem-
bers in order to learn and see what they did differently than me. I read more and watched tutorial videos 
online. And then I went out and shot images using my newly acquired knowledge.

Ya know what? It worked!

We all have simple beginnings

A number of the people in the F16 group started in the f5.6 group. Years later, they have progressed to 
the higher groups, and it's well deserved. They all experienced the same thing I did – learning, growth, 
and the reward of working to improve their photographic skills.

We all start as Newbies, not knowing an aperture from a hole in the ground. But nothing says you have 
to stay there. Use all the help (Mentors) and learning opportunities you have available.

Go Shoot. Learn. Then shoot some more. And enter all the competitions you can.

Get club news, program and competition info, and more at FocusColorado.com and Facebook.com/FocusColorado Page 2 of 7
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Program & Competition Meetings

Program Schedule Competition Schedule

06/09/21 Program – Portrait Lighting, Fre-
quency Separation, and Process-
ing by Erik Holladay-McCann

06/23/21 Subject – Still Life

06/30/21 Mentoring Session

07/14/21 Program – Light Side Up – 
Launching a Camera into the 
Stratosphere to Capture North-
ern Lights by Nate Luebbe

07/28/21 Subject – Action / Adventure

08/11/21 Program – Abstract Landscapes 
by Jennifer Renwick

08/25/21 Subject – Minimalist Photography

June 9 Program with Erik Holladay-McCann

We are doing portraiture and frequency separation. Frequency separation is a high-end fashion tech-
nique to work on retouching portraits. It separates the texture information and the color information so 
you can work on each of them separately.  Erik will also do a quick look at the new Neural filter that 
smooths skin on Photoshop and show how that can also be used as technology advances!

This Month's Competition is Still Life

The official definition - “A still life is a work of art depicting mostly inani-
mate subject matter, typically commonplace objects which may be either  
natural (food, flowers, dead animals, plants, rocks, or shells) or man-made  
(drinking glasses, books, vases, jewelry, coins, pipes, and so on). These may  
be displayed in any combination. Works of art may be included providing  
that it’s not the sole component of the still life and the maker does some-
thing to make the image unique, i.e., to make the image his or her own.

We’re not looking for a photograph of someone else’s creation. There are no  
restrictions regarding in camera or computer manipulations, as long as it is  
clear that the image started out as a photograph.“

Judge will be Cheryl Opperman

We encourage people to follow the 2021 monthly subjects, but also 
know some people won’t have suitable images in their archives. In that 
case, submit any image, just like you would in an Open competition. 
And remember, we are limiting to 2 images per person for all competi-
tions done via Zoom.
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Sunflower by Ernie Kuemmerer
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June 30 Mentor Session

Photo feedback/critique sessions are a great way to build confidence for entering competitions and an 
opportunity to learn from your talented peers.

The last one went well. You’ll get details and image submission instructions later this month.

May ‘Open’ Competition Results

Media Artist Image Title Score

f5.6 B&W Digital Laura Blake In Her Memory 9

Daniel Teitelbaum Inconsolable, Bologna 10

Color Digital Terry Hanford Gnarly 10

f8 B&W Digital Al Shinogle God of the Danube 9

Joe Weber Light at the End of the Tunnel 9

Color Digital Ernie Kuemmerer Sunflower 9

Steve Wilton Rothenburger 1971 9

Philip Rodgers Fading Tulips, 2021 10

f11 B&W Digital Victoria Ashby Lovely Pair 9

Ally Green Uphill struggle 9

Color Digital Bill Rothenmeyer Turquoise Lake 9

Ally Green Ballooning over the Mara 10

Shawn Slade Coastal Calm 10

f16 B&W Digital Ronald Schaller White Sands 9

Travis Broxton blast off 10

Color Digital Dave Hull Spring Flowers 9

Nancy Myer Explosive Garden Bouquet 9

Joe Bonita In Awe! 10

Joe Bonita Solarized Form 10

Todd Lytle Street Performer - Guanajuato, MX 10

Gwen Paton At the Boat Graveyard 10

Gwen Paton Take Cover 10

Oz Pfenninger Burnt Truck Detail 10

Judge for this competition was Joseph Roybal. See all the winning images in the Online Gallery.
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Ballooning over the Mara by Ally Green

https://focuscolorado.com/
https://focuscolorado.com/may-2021-competition-images/
https://www.facebook.com/focuscolorado/
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Photo Contests

Natural Landscape Photography Awards

(this was mentioned by Matt Payne during his April 
Program on Drone photography)

Welcome to the first Natural Landscape Photography  
Awards, a competition created to find the very best  
landscape photography of the natural world. This is a  
competition for digital and film photographers who  
value realism in their images and edit with this in  
mind. As a result we have a few more rules (eek!) than  
other competitions but we hope the result will be a  
fantastic showcase of not only photographer’s talents,  
but also the true wonder of the landscape.

We have a range of categories to suit the huge variety of modern approaches to landscape photography from 
grand scenics to intimate abstracts. There is a top prize of US $5000 and many other prizes for category win-
ners and runners-up.

Entries accepted starting June 1 and ending September 1 at midnight UTC.  Visit the contest website for 
details on submissions, prizes, and more.

Street Scene 2021

Deadline: July 22, 2021

Henri Cartier-Bresson, credited as a pioneer in street photography, gave us the concept of the “decisive mo-
ment” in image making. Of his transition as an artist from painting to photography, he said, “I suddenly under-
stood that a photograph could fix eternity in an instant.” Capturing the “decisive moment” — when people, 
places, light and gesture come together in the perfect way to tell a story — is the essence of street photography.

Submit your best candid photographs to the Street Scene 2021 Photo Contest for a chance to win $500 
and some fantastic prizes.  Visit the contest website for all the details and to enter your images.

WildArt Photographer of the Year

WildArt Photographer of the Year is a new wildlife photog-
raphy competition created by wildlife photographers, for 
wildlife photographers and judged by wildlife photogra-
phers. The competition offers a new monthly contest entry 
format. (Abstracts is the June category)

Visit the Wildart website (and the competition category 
page) for monthly topics, entry and prize info.
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Explosive Garden Bouquet by Nancy Myer

Coastal Calm by Shawn Slade

https://focuscolorado.com/
https://www.dpmag.com/photo-contests/street-scene/
https://www.wildartpoty.com/categories
https://www.wildartpoty.com/
https://naturallandscapeawards.com/
https://www.facebook.com/focuscolorado/
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Local Photo Opps & Events

Meetup for Photography Exhibit

Please mark your calendar for a Focus group visit to the Lone Tree Arts Center to view the 2021 Explor-
ing the Light Photography Exhibit. The date is Tuesday, June 15, 2021 at 11:00 AM. We will meet in the 
lobby at the Arts Center. 10075 Commons Street, Lone Tree.  (see a Google Map here)

Three members, and possibly more, are represented from Focus: Oz Pfenninger (2), Gwen Paton (2) and 
Shawn Slade (1).

Lunch afterwards at a nearby restaurant for those who choose.  Contact Gwen Paton at 
vicepresident@focuscolorado.com if you WILL ATTEND. It will be a fun time!!

Crested Butte Wildflower Festival

July 9 – 18, 2021  Surround yourself in the symphony of wildflowers that is Crested Butte. Since 1986, 
we’ve hosted the Crested Butte Wildflower Festival, sharing Mother Nature’s colors with flower-lovers 
in fun, fresh ways. (this is a big event with a lot going on each day!)

Visit the Wildflower Festival website for schedules, event registration, pricing, workshops, etc.

Butterflies at Chatfield

Open from May 29 - Sept. 6, 10 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. daily

This seasonal habitat is home to hundreds of native butterflies such as swallowtails, monarchs, mourn-
ing cloaks and painted ladies. It is open from Memorial Day to Labor Day.

The plants in this house are used as a nectar source for butterfly food and designed to create a whimsi-
cal atmosphere for visitors of all ages to enjoy. (Learn what types of plants you can add to your garden to 
attract butterflies and other pollinators.) Go to the DBG/Chatfield website for details, directions, and 
admission info.
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Street Performer by Todd Lytle Gnarly by Terry Hanford
blast off by Travis Broxton

https://focuscolorado.com/
https://www.botanicgardens.org/chatfield-farms/butterflies-chatfield
https://crestedbuttewildflowerfestival.org/
mailto:vicepresident@focuscolorado.com
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Lone+Tree+Arts+Center/@39.533244,-104.883104,16z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xf391d9d1e4966e0f!8m2!3d39.5332437!4d-104.8831043?hl=en-US
https://www.facebook.com/focuscolorado/
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Member Recognition

Danny Lam was honored for his image in the Eye of the Camera exhibit in Littleton, CO, that ran from 
March 19-April 24, 2021. 

From Danny: The attached photo "Grand View" won the Honorable Mention award in the Eye of the 
Camera. It was taken in Canyonlands National Park, Utah.

Another photo ,"Out of the World", won the Honorable Mention award in the International Black and 
White Photography contest as well as the Special Artworks award in Collective Exhibition of Macao 
Visual Arts in Macao and is currently being exhibited in Macao. It was taken in White Pocket Arizona.

Frame #37

A collection of extra tidbits discovered during the past few weeks.

— As you venture out to shoot, utilize some of these 10 Creative Spring Photography Ideas to get your 
creativity and “mojo” working again.

— Do you find yourself using the same techniques or creating the same types of images all the time.? 
Wanna learn how to break out of a Creative Rut? Go watch this video...twice.

 

Still life is a very pure way of working. Nothing need be in a 
still life photograph that you don't want.

— Sandro Sodano
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Grand View Out of the World

https://focuscolorado.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lfBk_zIhZlA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yqu1Jpoos7g
https://www.facebook.com/focuscolorado/
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