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Photos in this issue are from last month's 'Nature' competition.

Is it really time for May flowers?

Seems there were some April showers (and 
some snow) to kick off the blooms. Get out and 
enjoy one of these 5 wildflower hikes. Or 
these. (Or make plans for any of them in the 
coming months)

And even if there are minimal flowers right 
now it’ll be good just to get out of the house 
for a nice walk and some photos!

Mind your Ps and Qs

Another great set of tips from Russ for when 
you go out to shoot again.

Read the article here...
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Our Mission

The purpose of the Focus Camera Club is  to further its members’ enjoyment, knowledge and 
mastery of photographic skills through cooperative efforts and fellowship.

Focus Camera Club Monthly Meetings

Meetings are held the Second & Fourth Wednesday of each month. Our meeting place is online via Zoom until 
further notice.  Meetings start promptly at 6:30 PM and normally end by 9:00 PM .

Waiting for Alice by Joe Razes

https://www.colorado.com/articles/5-more-colorado-wildflower-hikes
https://www.colorado.com/articles/5-colorado-wildflower-hikes


InFocus – The monthly newsletter of the Focus Camera Club May 2021

Mind Your Ps And Qs For Better Images

By Russ Burden

Apply each P and Q word every time you head into the field.

Sometimes, being in the field can be overwhelm-
ing. An incredible sunset with quickly changing 
colors can cause you to fumble your settings. A 
surprise appearance of a wildlife subject can 
cause you to throw off your focus. Being in awe of 
seeing a grand scenic can cause you to miss an 
even better shot behind you. 

However, if you memorize and utilize these P and 
Q words every time you’re out on a shoot, you’ll 
come home with better images.

Patience

In a fantasy photographic world, every venture 
into the field would bring gorgeous light, iconic settings, regal wildlife, perfect temperatures and mag-
nificent beauty. In reality, this would be boring as the challenge to make the quintessential wildlife or 
scenic image would no longer exist. We all know that some days provide more potential and revel in 
them. Each look at the LCD brings a smile. 

My concept of patience came about when I initiated my five-minute 
rule. Whenever I feel it’s time to go, I invest an additional five min-
utes. I’ve implemented it for more than 30 years. It started when I 
captured the included image of the mandarin duck. I was ready to 
pack up and the thought of investing an additional five minutes 
crossed my mind. It was close to the end of that time segment I 
made the image. Since then, the number of successful images I’ve 
captured as a result of this “rule” has been overwhelming.

Persistence

I don’t consider obstinance to be a positive trait, but when you are 
obstinate about not giving up in spite of difficulty, I love it. It may be 
cold, there may be a few raindrops, snow or ice may be on the 
ground, the subject may be sleeping, etc., but never give up. Close-
ups with raindrops have strong potential. Cold creates CO2 and 
when an exhaling animal is captured, it has potential. Reflected 
early or late light on snow or ice can be magnificent. As animals 
wake up, stretches and yawns can be captured. They may also go 
out to hunt! Don’t be that guy or gal who takes the easy way out—
rain, snow, cold or other obstacles should not impede you from get-

ting into the field. Ever been to Yellowstone in the winter? Amazing!
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Practice

We all go through periods when the camera remains on the shelf. There’s nothing wrong with this as it 
allows us to decompress and re-rev our desire to get into the field. It’s at these times when practice 
comes into play—and here’s the good news. 

You don’t even need a camera in your hand to accomplish this. Looking at photos and analyzing how they 
were created is practice. Talking with your photo buds about photography is practice. Going to a camera 
club meeting is practice. Practice makes perfect!

Quick

Speed and efficiency come into play in regard to getting an image. 
How quickly can you make lens changes? How long does it take to 
get your flash out of your bag, add it to the hot-shoe and adjust its 
settings so the perfect amount of fill light can be added to the 
shadows? How efficiently can you attach a filter, adjust an aper-
ture or shutter speed, affix your camera to a tripod and adjust it 
to the perfect height? 

These situations are hypotheticals, but you can see that speed is 
needed as only seconds can be an eternity when it comes to ani-
mal behavior or changing light.

Quantity Vs. Quality

I bring this up as a result of one of my standard sayings when I 
lead a photo safari to the Serengeti: “Edit before pressing the 
shutter.” Yes, there’s a lion in the viewfinder, but the background 
is awful. The lion is in shade but the background is in light. The an-
imal’s butt end is facing you, and the foreground grasses hide 
most of the subject. 

Wait until all positive aspects fall into place: the light, the specimen, the background, the foreground, the 
environment, etc. If they don’t, make a single record shot and move on or be patient if there’s potential. I 
don’t recommend the machine-gun method of wildlife photography. It’s not about the number of files 
you bring home. It’s about the quality of the files you bring home.

‘Quipment

Before you head into the field, be sure to re-familiarize yourself with all the controls on your camera. 
Know how to quickly adjust your ISO, white balance or aperture. Know the importance of what shutter 
speed is needed to stop the action of a running wildlife subject. To show movement while panning, what 
speed works well? Should I add a polarizer for the scenic? If so, where in my bag is it located so I can 
quickly find it? The shadows are dark, so I need to add flash—how quickly can you make it happen and in-
corporate the proper amount of light? The quicker you can lock in proper settings, the greater the 
chance of obtaining a once-in-a-lifetime image.
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I end with two P and Q sentences to remind you how important it is to always mind your Ps and Qs each 
time you head into the field:

Proper prior planning prevents potentially poor performance, so practice, be persistent and patient!

Have no qualms to quell a quandary—be quick, know ‘quipment, query quality vs. quantity and quench any 
quibble to question!

– Russ Burden

RussBurdenPhotogragraphy.com
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Program & Competition Meetings

Program Schedule Competition Schedule

05/12/21 Program – Advanced PS Editing 
for Landscapes by Beth Mancuso

05/26/21 Subject – Open

06/09/21 Program – Portrait Lighting, Fre-
quency Separation, and Process-
ing by Erik Holladay-McCann

06/23/21 Subject – Still Life

06/30/21 Mentoring Session

07/14/21 Program – Light Side Up – 
Launching a Camera into the 
Stratosphere to Capture North-
ern Lights by Nate Luebbe

07/28/21 Subject – Action / Adventure

May 12 Program with Beth Mancuso

In this presentation, Beth will demonstrate how to edit using Adobe Camera Raw and Photoshop. 

She will go through her workflow and share some advanced editing techniques. Other topics covered 
will include batch editing, creating actions, and photo manipulation.

This Month's Competition is Open

The official definition - “The Open category allows photographers to submit images of any subject matter. 
Members are encouraged to explore photographic techniques and subjects outside their usual style.“

You know what that means: you get to try a new genre and enter it. It’s truly the purpose of an Open 
competition. Not to shoot the subjects you’re best at or most comfortable with, but rather to expand 
into “uncharted territory” and try something totally foreign to you.

Judge will be Joseph Roybal
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April ‘Nature’ Competition Results

Media Artist Image Title Score

f5.6 Color Digital Laura Blake Prince Charming 9

f11 Color Digital Victoria Ashby Back to Back Beauty 9

Ally Green Crabapple 9

Joe Razes Waiting for Alice 9

Bill Rothenmeyer Mountain Goats on Buffalo Mountain 9

Bill Rothenmeyer Summit Long Scraggy Peak 9

Shawn Slade The Life of a Snail 9

Clifford Stockdill Morning Cranes 9

Shawn Slade Lunar Landscape 10

f16 B&W Digital Dan Greenberg Ethereal Canyon Light 10

Todd Lytle Hold Your Head High 10

Color Digital Travis Broxton standing guard 9

Dave Hull Early Spring Along the South Platte River 9

Danny Lam Misty Morning 9

Butch Mazzuca South Rim Storm 9

Gwen Paton Reflection of Nature 9

Oz Pfenninger Singing Sparrow 9

Joe Bonita Buffalo & Housekeeper 10

Travis Broxton natures design 10

Todd Lytle Simply Sand & Sky 10

Nancy Myer The Watchful Eye 10

Gwen Paton An Early Evening Snack 10

Ronald Schaller Sandhill Cranes 10

Judge for this competition was Becky Witt. See all the winning images in the Online Gallery.
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Photo Contests

World Landscape Photographer

Deadline: May 31, 2021

Nigel Danson, and excellent landscape photographer and Youtube educator, put together this contest 
(along with a number of UK and other photogs) to benefit UNICEF last year. This year’s profits all go to 
environmental charities.

You can already guess the topic for this contest – do check the 2020 winners for inspiration. Visit the 
WLP website for prize info, entry details (£10 for 5 entries is a steal), and all the rules.

LIQUID ~ SKY

Deadline: May 31, 2021

Liquid conforms to the shape of its container. The sky is an abstract sphere, centered on the earth. Liq-
uid, Water, Sky and the liminal space between are by definition poetic and symbolic.

Praxis Gallery seeks the submission of photographic art that explores the ideas of liquid and sky in their 
myriad iterations; from landscapes to still life – from scientific to conceptual, Praxis seeks a broadly in-
terpreted investigation of these forever flowing, forever ethereal ideas. All genres, capture types, color 
and black & white, traditional and non-traditional photographic and digital post-production processes 
are welcome for submission.

Visit the Praxis Art Center website for details about the contest and to enter your images.

Frame #37

A collection of extra tidbits discovered during the past few weeks.

— How often have you heard these axioms? “Fix it in Post.” or “Get it right in the camera.”  Whether 
you’re a new(ish) photographer or a grizzled old veteran, we all need to read this post.

— PhotoShelter puts out free Ebooks on a regular basis. Their latest is a timely one titled ‘45 Places to 
Find Photography Jobs in 2021’  Enter your email here and get your copy.

— Sean Tucker is a wonderful photographer, and I enjoy his videos immensely. But I really love when he 
gets “philosophical” and talks about Why instead of How. Photograph what makes you Happy (Ignore the 
Labelmakers and Gatekeepers) deserves 15 minutes of your time...more than once probably.

I am sure the next step will be the electronic image, and I hope
I shall live to see it. I trust that the creative eye will continue to 
function, whatever technological innovations may develop.

— Ansel Adams - 1983
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