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Photos in this issue are from last month's 'Artificial Light' competition.

Is it March already?

Spring is coming soon, right? The 20th marks 
the day, but it seems we’ll have nice springtime 
weather before then. 

Let’s all get out and shoot some new images. 
Even if it’s just walking around your neighbor-
hood!  (wait...isn’t that the subject for this 
month’s competition?   )

PPA 12 Elements

Success in club and other photo competitions 
comes from many factors. Read and regularly 
review these elements. 
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Our Mission

The purpose of the Focus Camera Club is  to further its members’ enjoyment, knowledge and 
mastery of photographic skills through cooperative efforts and fellowship.

Focus Camera Club Monthly Meetings

Meetings are held the Second & Fourth Wednesday of each month. Our meeting place is online via Zoom until 
further notice.  Meetings start promptly at 6:30 PM and normally end by 9:00 PM .

Spiked Drink by Gwen Piña
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PPA 12 Elements and Competitions

By Karl Peschel

The last Competition was a tough one. Maybe the subject matter was tougher to handle than normal; 
maybe the judge was tougher than usual; maybe it was an interplanetary conjunction.

No matter the reason, perhaps it’s time (once again) to remind our members – especially the newer folks 
in the club – of what makes a competition-worthy image.

The PPA (Professional Photographers of America) look for the following 12 elements in their competi-
tion images. These are the best of the best in the country vying for recognition and we have club mem-
bers and friends of the club who have work in the Merit Collection or have won PPA awards.

For Focus Club competitions, we are not as stringent but DO know that judges may be familiar with the 
12 Elements and use all or some of them while judging your images.

Read these 12 Elements and really think about them when you’re shooting and when you’re culling / 
editing images for competition submission. The more “boxes you can tick” the better your chances are 
for doing well in our and other photo competitions.

The 12 Elements of a Merit Image

1. Impact - Viewing an image for the first time always evokes some kind of feeling. Sometimes they can 
make us sad, happy or angry. Sometimes they force us to look inward at ourselves. That’s called an im-
pact, and the more powerful the image, the more powerful the emotional response of the viewer.

2. Technical Excellence - This is the print quality of the actual image itself as it’s presented for viewing. 
There are a lot of aspects that speak to the qualities of the physical print. These can include:

Retouching, Manipulation, Sharpness, Exposure, Printing, Mounting, Color correction

3. Creativity - Your point of view is exactly that– yours. And it’s unlike anyone else’s. This element 
speaks directly to that perspective. It shows your imagination and how you used the medium to convey 
an idea, a message or a thought to the viewer. This is how you differentiate yourself from others.

4. Style - There are many, many ways to apply this element to your work. Maybe you use light in a spe-
cific way on a subject, or maybe you make a technical decision for the express purpose of underscoring 
desired impact. When subject matter and style come together in an appropriate manner, the effects on 
an image can be spectacular. But remember, when subject matter and style don’t work together, the re-
sults can be, well, less-than-spectacular.

5. Composition - When all the visual elements of an image come together to express intent, that’s when 
the magic of composition happens. Good composition captures a viewer’s attention and directs it where 
you, the artist, want it to be. Depending on your intent, you can make something that pleases the 
viewer– or disturbs them.

6. Presentation - How you showcase an image is just as important as how you compose it. Everything in 
the presentation should work to enhance your image and not distract from it. Keep this in mind when 
choosing mats, borders and everything in between.   
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7. Color Balance - Proper color balance can bring a sense of harmony to an image. When the tones all 
work together to support an image, the emotional appeal is that much greater. But color balance doesn’t 
have to be used to bring harmony to an image. You can use color balance to evoke any number of feel-
ings from a viewer. The choice in how to take advantage is entirely up to you, but no matter what, be 
sure your choice enhances rather than distracts. 

8. Center of Interest - This is where an image’s creator wants a viewer’s attention focused. Sometimes 
there can be a primary and a secondary center of interest. Sometimes everything in an image will work 
together to create that center of interest.

9. Lighting - The use and control of light has an effect on every aspect of an image. It informs dimensions 
and shape, it sets tone and mood, and, like every other technique, proper lighting can be used to enhance 
your image while improper lighting can detract from it.

10. Subject Matter - Even though it lacks words, your image is still telling a story, and your subject mat-
ter is central to that. So make sure that your subject matter is right for the story that you’re trying to tell.

11. Technique - How you choose to execute your image is key. It’s also a holistic decision. Technique in-
forms everything in the creation of your image. From lighting and posing to printing and presentation, it 
all works to show off the techniques that you’ve mastered and applied to your craft.

12. Story Telling - What does your image evoke in a viewer’s imagination? What do you want your image 
to evoke in a viewer’s imagination? Keep in mind: You are creating art. And while the act of creating is a 
personal thing, so too is the act of viewing. Your image is a story, and the one it tells your viewer may be 
one you never knew you were telling.

More tips from previous judges/programs during the past years.

- Lighting and composition, subject position, proper exposure, using a filter or not: all these things and 
more need to be considered while you’re out shooting. Get the best image possible.

- You can’t fix everything in post. You can improve or enhance things, but fixing bad lighting, a turned 
head, or no polarizer is not possible.

- Watch your backgrounds! A distracting background pulls attention away from your subject.

- Use the aspect ratio settings in your camera. Shoot 1:1, 3:2, 4:3, or 16:9 as the composition dictates.

- We are naturally drawn to the lighter parts of an image. Are those where you want people looking?

- Edge Patrol: scan the edges of your image for trees or twigs poking in, things cut in half, things that 
don’t add to the composition, etc.

- Watch for Mergers: When 2 objects or subjects cross over one another it can be distracting. The classic 
thing: a tree growing out of someone’s head. (Perspective mergers can be a good creative idea)

- Check your horizon! Editing tools make it so easy to correct this. Don’t forget to check.

- Tell a Story! Yes, this reiterates #12 above, but it is such an important part of effective images. If you 
can tell a story – and evoke an emotion – you are well ahead of the average competition image.
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Program & Competition Meetings

Program Schedule Competition Schedule

03/10/21 Program – What to Photography 
on a Blue Sky Day by David King-
ham

03/24/21 Subject – In the Neighborhood

03/31/21 Mentoring Session

04/14/21 Program – USA Landscape Pho-
tography-A New Perspective by 
Matt Payne

04/28/21 Subject – Nature

05/12/21 Program – Advanced PS Editing 
for Landscapes by Beth Mancuso

05/26/21 Subject – Open

March 10 Program with David Kingham

What to Photograph on a Blue Sky Day

A common misconception in landscape photography is that blue skies are bad and you can only take 
photos during golden hour or at sunrise/sunset. In this presentation David will dispel these myths and 
show you a portfolio of stunning images all taken under blue skies. From grand landscapes to intimate 
scenes, there are endless possibilities. 

Leave you preconceptions at the door and open your mind to the opportunities given when the clouds 
don’t cooperate.

This Month's Competition is In the Neighborhood

The official definition - “This is a ‘quasi-open’ category due to COVID. In the neighborhood means any image 
captured in your general neighborhood; perhaps within walking distance of your home. The subject could be 
something you find in your backyard or in the window of your local bakery. Look for something unique with 
overlooked details; or take an uncommon perspective of something that’s commonplace. Perhaps it’s a subject 
you walk or drive by everyday—the goal is to get “creative” close to home.“

Judge will be Tom Loucks

We encourage people to follow the 2020 monthly subjects, but also realize some people won’t have suit-
able images in their archives. In that case, submit any image, just like you would in an Open competition. 
And remember, we are limiting to 2 images per person for all competitions done via Zoom.

We don’t want anyone going out and risking their health or breaking any StayAtHome restrictions.
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February ‘Artificial Light’ Competition Results

Media Artist Image Title Score

f5.6 Color Digital Laura Blake Flowers on Wood 9

f11 B&W Digital Clifford Stockdill Rod, Reel, ready for action 9

f11 Color Digital Victoria Ashby City of Light 9

f16 Color Digital Travis Broxton tree creatures exposed 9

f16 Color Digital Travis Broxton after the rain 9

f16 Color Digital Todd Lytle Rotunda - West Baden Springs Hotel 9

f16 Color Digital Butch Mazzuca Magic Brew 9

f16 Color Digital Gwen Piña Spiked Drink 9

f16 Color Digital Danny Lam Night Adventure 10

f16 Color Digital Oz Pfenninger Night Time at the Wall 10

Judge for this competition was Russ Burden. See all the winning images in the Online Gallery.
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Photo Contests

2021 BRMAA National Juried Photography Show

Entry Deadline: April 10, 2021

The 2021 BRMAA (Blue Ridge Mountains art Assn.) National Juried 
Show is open to all photographers, both amateur and professional, and 
all original photographic media, including film and digital images. Mone-
tary prizes totaling $3,000 will be awarded including $750 for Best of 
Show. 

The exhibit will be on display in the Richard Low Evans Courtroom 
Gallery in the Art Center from July 24 - August 28, 2021. 

Visit the BRMAA website for the prospectus, show details, and to sub-
mit your images.

Local/Online Photo Opps & Events

C4FAP - 30 Over 50: In Context

They've seen a lot, years lived that bear reflection and provide perspective. Time passes swiftly, and 
change is inevitable; perhaps it was merely a matter of shifting priorities or interests, exploring what 
could yet be discovered in life. A journey of discovery with perspective 30 over 50 | In Context explores 
the notion of wisdom. Creatives becoming more attuned can be a gift allowing oneself to transcend bar-
riers of time, gain permission to pursue something, ignite passions, explore, and delve deep into what it 
is that they capture. Wisdom can be the very source of creativity.

See the website for details. https://c4fap.org/30-over-50 

Out of Chicago

(You should recognize at least one, and maybe more, of the speakers.)

When: April 9-11, 2021

Connect, engage and energize your photography alongside the world's best photographers.

This live, 3-day, interactive conference is where you learn, share and get feedback from the pros. With 100+ 
sessions to choose from covering a wide range of genres, from landscape and nature to travel, street, architec-
ture, and post-processing, immerse yourself in new ways to improve your photography. 

Don't miss out on this special, once-a-year, event where over 40 leading photographers gather, in one place and 
at one time, to connect and share their discoveries from the past year. Register and be part of a community as 
passionate about photography as you.

Visit their website to register and get info about all the speakers.
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The Art of Photography Conference

Saturday April 17,  2021  10 am – 10 pm BST (8 hrs. ahead of Moun-
tain Time)

Tickets are $97 and the recordings will be accessible for 30 days after 
the event. Our own Ron Cooper is presenting at this conference. 
Congrats Ron!

Learn and be inspired with a powerhouse lineup of 16 top professional 
photographic artists. The Art of Photography Conference is for every-
one passionate about photography as artistic expression, whether it’s 
your business, your study focus, or your hobby.

See the schedule here and buy tickets using the button at the top of 
the page.

Frame #37

A collection of extra tidbits discovered during the past few weeks.

— Photographers sometimes struggle with this invaluable trait: Patience. Waiting for the light or 
weather to change can be worth it. Give this a read and see if you can tame this trait: Photography In 
The National Parks: The Art Of Patience

— When is the last time you read a photography book? Last month? Last year? Last century? Perhaps it’s 
time to hit Amazon or the library. Check this list for ideas – 21 Best Photography books

— Do professional photographers need Instagram as part of their marketing program? Nope!  See what 
one photog with 187,000 followers discovered when he left the platform.

— Nikon shooters – NX Studio has just been released.  “Bring the Nikon experience to your computer with 
NX Studio, a comprehensive image-processing suite designed for viewing, processing and editing images cap-
tured with Nikon digital cameras.”  Grab your free copy for Windows or Mac on the Nikon site.

 I’ve pretty much been doing the same thing since I was 
nine. I was making portraits of my friends. I was making 
self-portraits, I was making images of the neighborhood.

– Catherine Sue Opie
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Night Adventure by Danny Lam
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