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Photos in this issue are from last month's 'Open' competition.

As 2020 draws to an end...(whew)

The last Program and Competition of the year 
are happening this month. Be sure you attend 
both, and get your best work in the competi-
tion so you can bump your yearly average.

Mark December 11 on your calendar also. We 
WILL be having a Zoom meeting and voting 
on / confirming the folks who have volun-
teered to run the club next year and announc-
ing Awards for the year.

Iphone Art

We have a great article from Shawn in this 
month’s newsletter. Get some tips on using 
that camera you have with you (nearly) all the 
time. Read more...
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Our Mission
The purpose of the Focus Camera Club is  to further its members’ enjoyment, knowledge and mastery of 
photographic skills through cooperative efforts and fellowship.

Focus Camera Club Monthly Meetings
Meetings are held the Second Friday & Fourth Wednesday of each month. Our meeting place is Lone Tree Civic Center, 
8527 Lone Tree Pkwy, in Lone Tree.  Meetings start promptly at 6:30 PM and will end by 9:00 PM after we breakdown 
the chairs and tables in the room. Get a Google Map by clicking here. 

On the bridge by Ally Green

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Lone+Tree+Civic+Center/@39.548444,-104.8917707,17z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x876c85007ca3b0c3:0x7f6adc8e734bc363!2s8527+Lone+Tree+Pkwy,+Lone+Tree,+CO+80124!3b1!8m2!3d39.548444!4d-104.889582!3m4!1s0x876c85007bb2226b:0x2a5bcdf516b54174!8m2!3d39.5485546!4d-104.8897737
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IPhone Art

By Shawn Slade 

Ultimately it was my iPhone that got me here to Focus. In high school as part of my art program, I had 
taken a Black & White Photography course. With 35 mm in hand, we learned the camera, learned com-
position, learned to shoot and learned to process film. Now, I didn’t become an Ansel Adams in the dark-
room, but I knew what to do. 

For reasons that are still unknown to me, I had set down my camera and never came back to it. One thing 
that had not changed over the years though, was my love of nature. Being a Geographer, not only am I 
drawn to the physical geography we all see and love, but the things that may not be as transparent to the 
eye, the human element of Geography. How we as people, whether through social, economic, environ-
ment…interact with our surroundings and how it shapes the footprint left behind, has always left an in-
delible impression on my mind. 

Fast forward to the age of smart phones. I am now in my professional life and it has me traveling quite a 
bit. While on the road, when not in meetings, working conferences or in the hotel catching up on email, I 
like to get out and run. Running is a great way to see a place and experience all those things mentioned 
before. When I go out for my morning, or evening run, I will have my smart phone with me and I started 
to get in the habit of taking pictures of things that appealed to me.

One of the earliest smart phone photos I can recall taking, that tried to have a purposeful sense of com-
position was on the morning of a triathlon I was competing. The image below, “Calm Before the Tri-
Storm” was taken on the beach of Cherry Creek State Park Reservoir as the sun crested the horizon. As I 
stood there, in my thoughts, enjoying a bit of solitude and going through what was about to commence, 
the scene just jumped out to me and perfectly captured the serene before the madness. It is evidenced 
by observing the photo that phone cameras were lacking in quality as was some of the processing tech-
niques. Even with all of its imperfections, this photo holds a spot near and dear to my heart. 

As previously mentioned, while travel-
ing I would go running to see and get a 
sense of where I was staying. Sure, I 
didn’t see the entire city, but I didn’t just 
see the hotel, meetings and restaurants 
either. For a while, I was maintaining a 
blog for my kids, nephews and nieces to 
get a sense of where I was. They enjoyed 
seeing the places work took me as well 
as some descriptions of the city or what 
was in the photo. I had become some-
what of a travel photographer, if you 
will. 
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Calm Before the Tri-Storm

https://focuscolorado.com/
https://www.facebook.com/focuscolorado/
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A few examples of what I would share with them are below:

Like many of you, now, every time I go out to shoot with my DSLR, of course I have my iPhone with me. I 
have added the ProCamera   app   to my arsenal. This App has many appealing features, but I primarily use 
it to shoot in RAW mode. If I am away from my laptop, and wish to edit this photo on my phone, I will use 
Snapseed, which can open RAW files. However, most often I take these images into Lightroom or Photo-
shop for editing on my computer.  (Snapseed for Android is also available)

I have had many friends ask, and I am sure that those of you who use your smart phone for photography 
get asked too, “How come my photos don’t look like that?” One image in particular that comes to mind is 
from the summer of 2019 on a family trip to Paris. We were on the Eiffel Tower and I took a photo of the 
sunset. Off in the distance was the Paris downtown and the Trocadero Gardens, just across the River 
Seine in the foreground. Nothing too spectacular except the sky light up red and orange that evening. 
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St. Louis Arch – St. Louis, MO

Korean War Memorial – Washington, D.C.

San Fernando Cathedral – San Antonio, TX

https://focuscolorado.com/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.niksoftware.snapseed&hl=en_US&gl=US
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/snapseed/id439438619
https://www.procamera-app.com/en/
https://www.procamera-app.com/en/
https://www.facebook.com/focuscolorado/
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It was a matter of post processing and fixing the composition as best as I could given my vantage point 
on the tower to bring home the story I wanted to tell. 

I have shared with my friends (and now you) that it 
comes down to composition and then using the right 
tools to edit your photo. Most times people are blown 
away that it is a photo taken with a smart phone. If they 
are interested, I will go into other compositional rules, 
Rule of Thirds, Leading Lines, Metering… However, I find 
that most are content to know that if they chose to, that 
they to could create iPhone Art. 

In conclusion, I guess the moral to my story is, don’t dis-
credit what can be accomplished with a phone. 

As they say, the best camera is the one that you have 
with you, just use it to its potential. 

Lastly, please let me share a few more examples of where my iPhone has taken me:

– Shawn Slade

(all images in this article © Shawn Slade)
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Sunset in MD. Annapolis and the Naval  
Academy across the Bay

Sunrise run in Park City, UT

Morning run along the coast in  
Estoril, Portugal

https://focuscolorado.com/
https://www.facebook.com/focuscolorado/
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Program & Competition Meetings

Program Schedule Competition Schedule

11/13/20 Program – HDR in LR / Luminos-
ity Masks in PS by Erik Holladay-
McCann

11/25/20 Subject – Fall Colors

12/11/20 Annual Awards Zoom Meeting

November 13 Program with Erik Holladay-McCann

Presentation by Erik Holladay-McCann on ‘HDR in LR / Luminosity Masks in PS’

This technical Program will be done via Zoom so make sure to take notes. A recording will be available 
after the fact so you can replay-rewind-replay and get all the steps right.

This Month's Competition is Fall Color

The official definition - “ Images should depict the  
Autumn season and the change of colors including  
reds, oranges and yellows – early in the season, at  
peak or late. Subjects may include close-ups , land-
scapes or any places that feature fall colors of  
leaves, fruits and/or vegetables. Artificial leaves,  
fruit, etc are not allowed. Black and White images  
are not allowed.“

Judge will be Wendy Gadack

We encourage people to follow the 2020 
monthly subjects, but also realize some people 
won’t have suitable images in their archives. In 
that case, submit any image, just like you would 
in an Open competition. And remember, we are 
limiting to 2 images per person for all competi-
tions done via Zoom.

We don’t want anyone going out and risking their health or breaking any StayAtHome restrictions.
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Fall Reflections by Leander Urmy

https://focuscolorado.com/
https://www.facebook.com/focuscolorado/
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October ‘Open’ Competition Results

Media Artist Image Title Score

f5.6 B&W Digital Terry Hanford The Way to the Ocean 9

f8 Color Digital Ernie Kuemmerer Holder of the golden keys 9

Al Shinogle Gone but not Forgotten 9

f11 Color Digital Victoria Ashby Special Occasion 10

Bill Dickson Another Coronavirus Shutdown 9

Ally Green Beauty in the eye of the beholder 9

Ally Green On the bridge 9

Dave Hull Night-time at the El Rancho 9

Dave Hull Workbench Treasures 9

Gwen Paton Jackson's Garage 10

f16 B&W Digital Travis Broxton BOO 9

Danny Lam Hiker and Giant 9

Color Digital Travis Broxton misty morning rain 10

Ron Cooper Across The Dunes 10

Ron Cooper Quechua Girl in Red 9

Brian Donovan I'm So Cute! 9

Dan Greenberg Palouse Abstract 9

Danny Lam Wild West Dream 9

Todd Lytle Storm-Watch @ DIA 9

Butch Mazzuca Teacher's Pet! 10

Butch Mazzuca Midnight Cowboy 9

Oz Pfenninger Spikes and Lines 9

Oz Pfenninger Abstract at Sunset 9

Ronald Schaller Passive Dispersal 10

Leander Urmy Fall Reflections 10

Judge for this competition was Scott Wilson. See all the winning images in the Online Gallery.
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Storm-Watch @ DIA by Todd Lytle

https://focuscolorado.com/
https://focuscolorado.com/october-2020-competition-images/
https://www.facebook.com/focuscolorado/


InFocus – The monthly newsletter of the Focus Camera Club November 2020

Photo Contests

Share the View

This annual contest (which previously benefited Denver 
Audubon) has expanded into a global one benefiting 3 
different organizations. Share the View International 
Photography Competition aims to increase apprecia-
tion of the natural world by highlighting images from 
outstanding nature and wildlife photographers. And 
this year they have added Categories to the competi-
tion. Read more here.

Deadline: Entries close at 10:00pm, Tuesday, 
December 1st MST

Visit the Share the View website to find out everything about prizes and submissions.

Life on Earth

Contemporary Art Room Gallery is proud to announce their 1st “Life on Earth” Online Art Competition 
for the month of November 2020. This is an international competition and artists from around the world 
are welcome to submit their work. The theme may include any aspect of life (Citylife, Wildlife, Country 
life, Desert life). A variety of interpretations can be submitted (representative, abstract, conceptional). 

The deadline to apply to this art competition is November 26, 2020.
Pop over to the ArtRoom website for all the details and info for this new competition.

Local Photo Opps & Events

Virtual Photo & Video Expo

Mike’s Camera - Join us throughout the month of November for FREE online classes each Friday and 
Saturday from the top Camera and Lens Manufacturers. Learn how to improve your skills on a variety of 
topics and get special discounts and savings announced EXCLUSIVELY each day.

Get all the details, dates/times, class info, etc. at the Mike’s Camera website.

PhotoPlus Expo

One of the biggest camera shows has gone virtual this year. 

“PHOTOPLUS was founded in 1983, and is the largest photography and imaging event in North America. It is 
the ultimate experience for anyone with an interest in photo, video, and visual storytelling to get up-to-date 
with latest industry trends. Immerse yourself in the world of photo and video in on PHOTOPLUS+. Browse all 
the latest gear from your favorite brands, see live demonstrations from the leading manufacturers, and learn 
from world-class photographers all from the comfort of your home.”

Details are at the PhotoPlus website
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Gone but not Forgotten by Al Shinogle

https://focuscolorado.com/
https://www.photoplusexpo.com/
https://mikescamera.com/special-events/photo-video-expo
https://www.artroomgalleryonline.com/call_for_artists.html
https://sharetheview.contestvenue.com/index.php
https://sharetheview.contestvenue.com/categories.php
https://www.facebook.com/focuscolorado/
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Blossoms of Light

The annual event at Denver Botanic Gardens starts November 26 and 
runs through Early January.

This annual holiday lights extravaganza transforms our York Street location  
into a twinkling winter wonderland. Join us for this family-friendly event  
that has become a holiday tradition for thousands of Front Range families. 

Visit the DBG website for info about tickets, times, COVID restrictions 
(the normal masks and social distancing stuff), and info about the dis-
plays. 

Downtown Denver

Holiday lights and other events get rolling around Thanksgiving. Visit 
the Things to Do section on Denver.org and start thinking about what 
you may want to see.

Frame #37

A collection of extra tidbits discovered during the past few weeks.

— There are many types and modes of AutoFocus on modern mirrorless and DSLR camera. Do you un-
derstand all of it? If not, go read this article and get a better understanding.

— Celebrate Nov. 23rd!!  It’s Fibonacci Day. (Did you know that was a “thing”? I didn’t) So, it’s a good time 
to explore around your house or get outside looking for Fibonacci sequences and the Golden Ratio and 
making some photographs.

— But don’t forget November is also Movember (a men’s cancer awareness project), World Vegan 
Month (consider a change?), NoNowriMo (write a novel), and Peanut Butter Lover’s Month.

— Do you want to get the most out of your images printed at home on your inkjet printer? Would a 163 
page free Ebook help you out?  Yah, sure, ya betcha!  Go get your copy here – just enter your email.

How beautiful the leaves grow old. How full of light and 
color are their last days.

– John Burroughs
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Quechua Girl in Red by Ron Cooper

https://focuscolorado.com/
https://fineartprintebook.com/
https://nanowrimo.org/
https://us.movember.com/
https://www.daysoftheyear.com/days/fibonacci-day/
https://photographylife.com/autofocus-modes
https://www.denver.org/things-to-do/fall-winter/thanksgiving-weekend/
https://www.botanicgardens.org/events/special-events/blossoms-light
https://www.facebook.com/focuscolorado/
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