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Photos in this issue are from last month's 'Abstracts' competition.

Are you “well connected?”

The club still needs a Programs chairperson. Is 
that you? Do you know a guy who knows a 
guy? The club needs a volunteer.

Whether you know a number of local photog-
raphers who could give presentations OR have 
the gift of gab and are willing to get out there 
and make connections, talk to Clint about it. 

Last nag reminder…

Membership must be paid by the March meet-
ing. Get it done people.

Featured Article

Photographing wildlife in wintertime can be 
challenging. Get some excellent tips here...

Stainless Abstraction by Tom Polys

** If you are a Canon shooter or are looking for a CF 
tripod be sure to hit the For Sale section. **
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Our Mission
The purpose of the Focus Camera Club is  to further its members’ enjoyment, knowledge and mastery of 
photographic skills through cooperative efforts and fellowship.

Focus Camera Club Monthly Meetings
Meetings are held the Second Friday & Fourth Wednesday of each month. Our meeting place is Lone Tree Civic Center, 
8527 Lone Tree Pkwy, in Lone Tree.  Meetings start promptly at 6:30 PM and will end by 9:00 PM after we breakdown 
the chairs and tables in the room. Get a Google Map by clicking here. 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Lone+Tree+Civic+Center/@39.548444,-104.8917707,17z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x876c85007ca3b0c3:0x7f6adc8e734bc363!2s8527+Lone+Tree+Pkwy,+Lone+Tree,+CO+80124!3b1!8m2!3d39.548444!4d-104.889582!3m4!1s0x876c85007bb2226b:0x2a5bcdf516b54174!8m2!3d39.5485546!4d-104.8897737
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Chilly Critters And Wintertime Wildlife

By Russ Burden

Applying the lessons learned from shooting portraits and weddings to winter wildlife photography.

As my photography evolved, I went through nu-
merous phases. I knew I wanted to make it my ca-
reer. I reconciled this meant taking on work so I’d 
be able to support myself. I started as a wedding 
and portrait photographer working for both my-
self and two other studios. Between my full-time 
teaching job and working every weekend, I was 
kept busy, but I was also transitioning.

For those of you who frowned when you read I did 
weddings and portraits, please invert them to 
smiles. Photographing these events made me who 
I am today as a photographer. I learned about light. I learned how to use flash to augment natural light. I 
learned what makes a good and bad background. I learned about the interaction of subjects and subject 
placement. I learned about backlight and how it makes subjects glow.

Everything I learned about photographing people, I apply 
to my wildlife subjects regardless of the season. Since 
winter is a time when many like to hibernate, I share with 
you all I learned about weddings and portraits and apply 
those principles to critters in the cold!

Wildlife is a great subject any time of year. Autumn pro-
vides warm backgrounds of changing leaves. The prob-
lem is, it’s short-lived. With snow as a backdrop, images 
with equal impact can be made and snow lasts for a long 
time. Winter is also a great time to make wildlife images 
as the animals can be more easily seen. Trees are bare so 
there’s less camouflage. The subjects are also more 
docile as they need to conserve energy. The availability 
of food is less and doesn’t provide as much nutrition. 
With this in mind, be careful to not stress the animals as 
they need to conserve energy to survive.

The perfect conditions are when you encounter an ani-
mal at sunrise or sunset with a freshly fallen snow. Every-
thing has a virgin feel, the snow is pristine and early and 
late light are spectacular. Additionally, if the animal hap-
pens to be side lit as opposed to front lit, the sun’s reflec-
tivity off the snow bestows you with natural fill-in 
shadow areas.
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When you meter the scene, it’s essential to take 
into account how much white appears in the 
frame, how much image real estate is occupied by 
the subject, the color and tone of the subject’s coat 
or feathers and the intensity of the light. Adjust 
your exposure accordingly. If a lot of snow fills the 
composition, bracket on the plus side to prevent 
your image from being too dark. Make a single shot 
and take a quick look at the RGB and Luminosity 
histograms and adjust your exposure to find a 
happy medium between highlights and shadows.

It’s essential you don’t blow out the snow. Shadows 
can be opened in post-processing, but nothing can 
save grossly overexposed highlights. If the capture is made at sunrise and sunset, base the exposure of 
your highlights on the RED channel as warm tones more easily blow out than cool tones. Avoid “mushy” 
reds, oranges and yellows. Bring extra batteries as the cold will drain power more quickly.

Dress in layers and by all means, wear gloves and a warm hat to keep you warm and comfortable so 
you’ll want to stay out and continue to look for more great shots. My fingers are extremely sensitive to 
the cold, so I purchased heated glove liners. On the medium setting, the batteries provide warmth for 
four hours. By then, I’m ready to find full body warmth. I do carry an extra set of batteries as a backup.

This winter, don’t be a bear. Get out and 
make images of subjects you’ve pho-
tographed the rest of the year but this 
time with a backdrop of snow. Yes, it will 
be cold, but there will be fewer people so 
when you find something good, you may 
even be the only one on it for hours. That 
doesn’t happen in the summer or fall.

If you’re lucky, you may even stumble 
across something that can be pho-
tographed from the warmth of your vehi-
cle. Regardless, when you get back to the 
comfort of your home, hotel or camper, 
think about how good that hot toddy will 
be as you gloat over the fabulous images 
you just captured.

Visit www.russburdenphotography.com for information about his nature photography tours and safari 
to Tanzania.

All images in this article © Copyright Russ Burden
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Program & Competition Meetings

Program Schedule Competition Schedule

03/08/19 Program – Image Printing and 
Presentation by Gary Witt & 
Dan Greenberg

03/27/19 Subject – Back Alleys

04/12/19 Program – TBA 04/24/19 Subject – Architecture

05/10/19 Program – TBA 05/22/19 Subject – Landscapes/Nature

05/29/19 Member Critique meeting

March 8 Program with Gary and Dan

Gary is a regular submitter of printed images into FCC competitions. He does not own a photo printer 
but instead chooses to use COSTCO. At the request of several members, Gary will focus his presenta-
tion on the process he uses to plan and execute print image submittals for competition. This process in-
volves pre-planning for the size of the image, preparation and online submittal to COSTCO, retrieval of 
the images, print handling, and mounting. He will present on the various facets of the process, provide 
written documentation, and use visual aids to demonstrate the planning, image trimming, mounting, and 
final preparation. Gary will also touch on the process to download and use the ICC printer profiles avail-
able from COSTCO.

Dan also regularly submits printed images for FCC competitions in addition to printing a lot for his own 
portfolio. He will cover how he prepares prints for completion as well as well as how he mattes them for 
presentation at Focus. Additionally he will cover additional aspects of printing including issues and 
things to consider when purchasing a printer, costs and types of paper and toner, printing techniques 
and a bit about screen calibration, etc.

He will talk about other places he buys prints for sale and for himself including printing on other media 
such as metal, canvas, books and calendars. He will have a quick presentation on preparing a print for 
Focus, not including the actual printing and a handout covering various aspects of the presentation.

This Month's Competition is Back Alleys

The official definition is “ Images of a narrow passages or ways of travel (vehicle or pedestrian) that are not the  
primary means of access to property such as streets or roads. Usually, but not always, located behind or be-
tween buildings. Dedicated sidewalks are not acceptable. OK to include almost anything in the image, as long 
as we can see that it is an ‘alley’. No ‘bowling’ alleys.”

There ya go. Just be safe and stay out of “sketchy” areas, even though they may be the most interesting.

Judge will be Trish Sangelo

If you need the Competition Entry forms or the template for the stick-on labels, you can get both from the Focus website 
on the Competition Rules page.
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February ‘Abstracts’ Competition Results

Media Artist Image Title Score

f5.6 Color William Williams Up Up and Away 9

f8 Digital Tom Polys Stainless Abstraction 9

Victoria Ashby Haunted 10

f11 Digital Sam Alexander Dune Abstract 9

Clint Dunham Autumn Lane 9

Larry Hartlaub 99 Red Balloons 9

Larry Hartlaub Chicago Abstract #75 9

Ally Green Your Call 10

Monochrome Clint Dunham Ice Ice Baby 9

f16 Color Joe Bonita Outdoor Claustrophobia 10

Travis Broxton When in Vegas 10

Gary Witt Riffles of Color 10

Digital Joe Bonita Eye of Terror 9

Travis Broxton 18th and champa 9

Brian Donovan Snowman Wantabes 9

Travis Broxton eyes have it 10

Todd Lytle Tangled Up In Blue 10

Ronald Schaller Bubble Pattern 10

Monochrome Gary Witt Loops & Shadows 9

Joe Bonita Loneliness 10

Judge for this competition was Jeff Johnson. See all the winning images in the Online Gallery.

Remember to send your winning Print images to Webmaster@FocusColorado.com for the online galleries. 
And please use the same naming conventions and image sizes as we do for Digital Submissions.
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Photo Contests

Fun Street Photo

Deadline: March 17, 2019

Welcome to the first International Fun Street Photography competition entirely dedicated to humour in 
street photography!

Send us your unexpected, serendipitous, funny, incredible, non-photoshopped shots to be named The 
Fun Street Photographer of the Year and win fantastic prizes!

Visit the Fun Street Photo website for info and entries.

Land Through The Lens

We are excited to feature fabulous photographs of our prized Boulder County Parks & Open Space lands with 
our fourth juried photography exhibit.

Visit the county parks and capture images or submit work from your portfolio to be considered for ex-
hibit. Ranger Fowler will lead photography sessions in April, May, and June and we will have a photogra-
phy session on the normally closed Kenosha Ponds property in May.

Deadline for submissions – Wednesday, June 19, 2019.

Anyone may submit up to 5 photographs for a $30 entry fee. Cash prizes will be given to exhibitors with 
any profits being contributed to the Boulder County Parks and Open Space Foundation (www.Preserve-
BoulderCounty.org).

The exhibit opening will be held on Friday, August 9 at The Great Frame Up – Longmont and will run 
through Friday, September 6.

For more information, including a map and list of recommended Boulder County Parks & Open Space 
properties, please visit the Land Through the Lens site  or contact Karen Imbierowicz at kimbierow-
icz@bouldercounty.org or 303-678-6268.

ESPY photography Award 2019 

Supported by elysium gallery

Deadline: 11pm, 1st April 2019 Exhibition dates: 24th May – 22nd June 2019 

Who:   The ESPY photography award in partnership with elysium gallery is a biennial open submission 
photography exhibition based in Swansea, Wales and welcomes entries from UK & International artists. 

What:   We are looking for submissions that show imaginative and vibrant practice in contemporary 
photography, showcasing photographers that are working on projects in both Analogue and Digital for-
mats.  Espy is interested in photographers that push the boundaries and experiment with their chosen 
technologies. 

Visit the ESPY contest website for prize and other info.
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Local Photo Opps & Events

36th Annual Monte Vista Crane Festival

March 8-10, 2019

What Makes the Monte Vista Crane Festival Unique? You can enjoy thousands of Sandhill Cranes, 
ducks, and geese flying against a backdrop of mountain scenery. Raptors will adorn the power poles and 
owls will be sitting with their young.

There will also be a craft Fair for those who enjoy that type of thing.

Whether you make it there this weekend or not, the cranes will be around for a few weeks. It’s an annual 
migration, so if you want to photograph these birds now is your chance to do so.

Visit the Crane Festival website for details on the scheduled weekend activities.

18th and champa by Travis Broxton Haunted by Victoria Ashby Bubble Pattern by Ronald Schaller

45th Annual Denver March POWWOW

Denver Coliseum - March 20 & 21 

An American Indian Festival that features more than 1,600 dancers from nearly 100 tribes, represent-
ing 38 states and three Canadian provinces. Each session of the three-day event begins with the Grand 
Entry, a colorful spectacle featuring traditional song and dance. Throughout the weekend, there are tra-
ditional drum and dance groups, storytellers, and more than 170 tribal craft booths.

Visit the official website (though it’s hard to read) and be sure to hit the General Information page. 
There is a fee for digital camera / video usage.
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For Sale

Todd Lytle has a few things for sale. Contact him directly if you are interested in any of these or need ad-
ditional info.    Email is todd@lytlenet.me

FOR SALE: Canon EOS 5D Mark III - Body. {In Box} * 24-70mm f/2.8 L Series II {USM} Ultrasonic – Lens

New: $4,800 total. Lens: $1,200 {New $2,400.} + UV Filter Included 
Camera: $1,000. {Body: $2,400 New} + 16GB Compact Flash Card. Or $2,000 for the Pair {Body + Lens}
750 Shutter Actuations on Body. Verified. Basically Like New! Its FULL FRAME and only one generation 
old. {The Mark IV is the current Model}

For Sale: Gitzo Mountaineer II TriPod
Model: GT2543L  {Ball Head Not Included} New: {Was} $916.   ‘Like New’ @ $550.
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Frame #37

A collection of extra tidbits I've discovered during the past few weeks.

— Are you active on Instagram? (maybe you should be…) PhotoShelter recently released a free PDF 
guide to Instagram Hashtags for professional photographers. Get your free copy here.

— Ansel Adams: Early Works  Through May 26, 2019 at the Longmont Museum. Visit the Longmont city 
website for ticket info (a mere $8 for adults) and special program information.

“To me, photography is an art of observation. It’s about finding 
something interesting in an ordinary place… I’ve found it has 
little to do with the things you see and everything to do with 
the way you see them.”

— Elliott Erwitt
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Your Call by Ally Green

Tangled Up In Blue by Todd Lytle
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