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Photos in this issue are from last month's 'Open' competition.

Membership Dues

A number of folks have already paid for the 
year (Thanks so much…) but do make sure you 
get your dues in by the first meeting in March.

The Membership form PDF is on the website.

Dues can now be paid electronically via Zelle, 
sending to paymydues@focuscolorado.com
Details will be on the website soon.

A reminder for the new folks

Every few years we print the 12 Elements 
from PPA. Granted, our competitions are not 
this strict, but all 12 guidelines should be used 
for when you select competition images.

Read them all here...
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Committee Chairs & Members

Executive: Clint Dunham, Joe 
Bonita,  Kim Ross, Bill Williams and 
the Committee chairs listed below

Competitions: Larry Hartlaub

Programs:  TBD

Membership:  Gwen Piña

Special Projects: Dick York

Newsletter/Website: Karl Peschel

Our Mission
The purpose of the Focus Camera Club is  to further its members’ enjoyment, knowledge and mastery of 
photographic skills through cooperative efforts and fellowship.

Focus Camera Club Monthly Meetings
Meetings are held the Second Friday & Fourth Wednesday of each month. Our meeting place is Lone Tree Civic Center, 
8527 Lone Tree Pkwy, in Lone Tree.  Meetings start promptly at 6:30 PM and will end by 9:00 PM after we breakdown 
the chairs and tables in the room. Get a Google Map by clicking here. 

Bulls Eye by Clifford Stockdill
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http://focuscolorado.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/FCCMembershipForm.pdf
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Lone+Tree+Civic+Center/@39.548444,-104.8917707,17z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x876c85007ca3b0c3:0x7f6adc8e734bc363!2s8527+Lone+Tree+Pkwy,+Lone+Tree,+CO+80124!3b1!8m2!3d39.548444!4d-104.889582!3m4!1s0x876c85007bb2226b:0x2a5bcdf516b54174!8m2!3d39.5485546!4d-104.8897737
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The 12 Elements of a Merit Image

By PPA – Professional Photographers of America

(Yes, I know. Astute members will remember this list from a few years ago. It is still a very useful set of 
competition image selection guidelines for the newer members in the club.)

Impact is the sense one gets upon viewing an image for the first time. Compelling images evoke laughter, 
sadness, anger, pride, wonder or another intense emotion. 

Technical excellence is the print quality of the image itself as it is presented for viewing. Retouching, 
manipulation, sharpness, exposure, printing, mounting, and correct color are some items that speak to 
the qualities of the physical print.

Creativity is the original, fresh, and external expression of the imagination of the maker by using the 
medium to convey an idea, message or thought.

Style is defined in a number of ways as it applies to a creative image. It might be defined by a specific 
genre or simply be recognizable as the characteristics of how a specific artist applies light to a subject. It 
can impact an image in a positive manner when the subject matter and the style are appropriate for each 
other, or it can have a negative effect when they are at odds.

Composition is important to the design of an image, bringing all of the visual elements together in con-
cert to express the purpose of the image. Proper composition holds the viewer in the image and prompts 
the viewer to look where the creator intends. Effective composition can be pleasing or disturbing, de-
pending on the intent of the image maker.

Presentation affects an image by giving it a finished look. The mats and borders used, either physical or 
digital, should support and enhance the image, not distract from it.

Color Balance supplies harmony to an image. An image in which the tones work together, effectively 
supporting the image, can enhance its emotional appeal. Color balance is not always harmonious and 
can be used to evoke diverse feelings for effect.

Center of Interest is the point or points on the image where the maker wants the viewer to stop as they 
view the image. There can be primary and secondary centers of interest. Occasionally there will be no 
specific center of interest, when the entire scene collectively serves as the center of interest.

Lighting —the use and control of light—refers to how dimension, shape and roundness are defined in an 
image. Whether the light in an image is manmade or natural, proper use of it should enhance an image.

Subject Matter should always be appropriate to the story being told in an image.

Technique is the approach used to create the image. Printing, lighting, posing, capture, presentation me-
dia, and more are part of the technique applied to an image.

Story Telling refers to the image’s ability to evoke imagination. One beautiful thing about art is that each 
viewer might collect his own message or read her own story in an image.

More info about Professional Photographers of America is at their website www.ppa.com
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Program & Competition Meetings

Program Schedule Competition Schedule

02/08/19 Program – Mastering Dramatic 
Light by Glenn Randall

02/27/19 Subject – Abstracts

03/08/19 Program – TBA 03/27/19 Subject – Back Alleys

04/12/19 Program – TBA 04/24/19 Subject – Architecture

February 8 Program with Glenn Randall

Mastering Dramatic Light - Many of the most dramatic landscape photographs are taken in “high-volt-
age” light, with sunrise or sunset light stabbing through clouds and brilliantly spotlighting a distant peak 
or sandstone tower, leaving the equally important foreground in deep shadow.

Capturing a full range of tones in such high-contrast situations, and reproducing them in a way our visual 
system considers natural, has challenged landscape photographers ever since photography was in-
vented over 150 years ago.

High-contrast scenes are difficult to photograph because of differences between our complex visual sys-
tem and a camera’s sensor. Our eyes can see a range of light intensities, from brightest highlight to dark-
est shadow, of about 10,000 to 1, but even good sensors can only capture a much smaller range, perhaps 
500 to 1, and a print can only exhibit a range of about 50 to 1.

Glenn Randall’s lecture will tackle this fundamental problem in a variety of ways. At the end of his pre-
sentation, you’ll know how to photograph landscapes successfully in any kind of light.

This Month's Competition is Abstracts

The official definition: “Images expressing ideas and emotions by using ele-
ments such as colors, contrasts, lines and other editing tools without attempt-
ing to create a realistic picture.”

Many of us photograph the natural world, but this month you need to 
think differently. Lines, shapes, colors, contrast, etc. We haven’t done 
this subject sine March 2014 so go look at that gallery to get inspiration 
or ideas of what you might do.

Judge will be Jeff Johnson

If you need the Competition Entry forms or the template for the stick-on labels, you 

can get both from the Focus website on the Competition Rules page.
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Shrimp Plant Blossom Aglow 
by Nancy Myer
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January ‘Open’ Competition Results

Media Artist Image Title Score

f5.6 Digital Clifford Stockdill Bulls Eye 9

f8 Digital Ernie Kuemmerer Safe Haven 9

Laura Moran Into the blue 9

Laura Moran Penguins on ice flow 9

Tom Polys Heading Home 9

Shawn Slade Say a prayer for me 9

Shawn Slade Lornly Pine 9

Susan Haffke End of the Road 10

Monochrome Victoria Ashby Shifting Shadows 9

f11 Digital Robert Cooke Room 109 9

Robert Cooke Eduardo 9

Bill Dickson Up Up And Away 9

Clint Dunham Driving Excitement 9

Ally Green Beyond the pier 9

Dave Hull 1950's Dodge Hood Ornament 9

Gwen Paton Late Afternoon Reflection 9

Bill Dickson Cantaloupe For Sale 10

Clint Dunham Bristlecone Pine 10

Gwen Paton Done Truckin in AZ 10

f16 Color Gary Witt Watery Abandon 9

Joe Bonita Highway Express 10

Ron Cooper Shy 10

Danny Lam Fall Herding 10

Gary Witt A Quiet Place 10

Digital Travis Broxton bygone days 9

Wayne Corrigan Motherly Love 9

Dan Greenberg Waiting 9

Todd Lytle Rock Throwing Strictly Prohibited 9

Butch Mazzuca Inspiration Point Sunrise 9

Butch Mazzuca Quintessential Zion 9

Nancy Myer Shrimp Plant Blossom Aglow 9

Mary Paetow Cougar Portrait 9

Oz Pfenninger Nobody Likes Wet Feet 9

Oz Pfenninger Spiral 9

Joe Bonita DIA Reflection 10

Joe Bonita Manhole Cover 10

Travis Broxton ascension 10

Wayne Corrigan Rolling Down the East River 10

Brian Donovan Intensity 10
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f16 Digital Brian Donovan Fire and Ice 10

(con’t) Danny Lam Rainy Switchback Curve 10

Todd Lytle Have You Herd? 10

Elmer Paetow Your table is ready 10

Leander Urmy Modern VanGogh 10

Monochrome Travis Broxton Trust 9

Ron Cooper Along for the Ride 10

Ron Cooper Oh My! 10

Wayne Corrigan Heat Avove and Below 10

Judge for this competition was Tom Heywood. See all the winning   images in the Online Gallery  .

Remember to send your winning Print images to Webmaster@FocusColorado.com for the online galleries. 
And please use the same naming conventions and image sizes as we do for Digital Submissions.

Inspiration Point Sunrise 
by Butch Mazzuca

Driving Excitement by Clint Dunham

Manhole Cover by Joe Bonita

Spiral by Oz Pfenninger
bygone days by Travis Broxton
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Intensity by Brian Donovan
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Photo Contests

Portraits

Portrait photography has always been more than just a record, an image, a photograph. Portrait photog-
raphy preserves history. A good portrait can bring out the best in every subject, show virtue and beauty, 
power and importance, wealth and taste, but it can also reveal other emotions or characteristics. 

How would you capture the personality of your loved ones? How do you see yourself? Share with us 
your portraits, so we can preserve history together.  Visit the CoinaPhoto website for details and entry 
info.  Deadline is February 28.

2019 BRMAA National Juried Photography Show

Deadline for submissions: April 12, 2019 Show runs July 27 - August 25, 2019

The 2019 BRMAA National Juried Show is open to all photographers, both amateur and professional, 
and all original photographic media, including film and digital images. Monetary prizes totaling $3,000 
will be awarded including $750 for Best of Show. 

The exhibit will be on display in the Richard Low Evans Courtroom Gallery in the Art Center from July 
27 - August 25, 2019.

Visit the Blue Ridge Mountains Arts Assn website for full details, submission info, etc.

Local Photo Opps & Events

The Business of Photography

Clint had asked me to reach out to you with info about my seminar about the business of photography.  
Sunday February 17th at the Lone Tree Civic center. 

Here is the link to the meetup for info and signup  Please share with members if you feel it is appropri-
ate. https://www.meetup.com/Lone-Tree-Photography-Club-Meetup/events/257752409/

Tom Heywood

Frame #37

— Help Wikipedia get proper photos of local places. WikiShootMe will show you a local map with mark-
ers for places that NEED images taken. Can you help?

The best thing about a picture is that it never changes, even 
when the people in it do.

– Andy Warhol
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