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Photos in this issue are from last month's 'Clouds' competition.

Who can lead a photo excursion?

Earlier this week all members got an email 
about joining Englewood Camera Club for one 
of their outings. We hope Focus members will 
take advantage of the opportunity.

But you know what would be better? If we did 
our OWN photo excursions! In past years club 
members would volunteer to lead a group for a 
few hours. 

We need your help to make this happen. Talk 
to Joe or Clint about where and when you 
could lead a group. Let’s get back to doing 
activities as a group of photographers creating 
images together.

Featured Article

In keeping with our competition subject this 
month we have a great article on proper hori-
zon position for landscapes. Read it here... 

The Yampa Valley Crane Festival is Aug 31 – Sept 2. 
Visit ColoradoCranes.org for details, registration, info 
on photo shoots, etc.
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Our Mission
The purpose of the Focus Camera Club is  to further its members’ enjoyment, knowledge and mastery of 
photographic skills through cooperative efforts and fellowship.

Focus Camera Club Monthly Meetings
Meetings are held the Second Friday & Fourth Wednesday of each month. Our meeting place is Lone Tree Civic Center, 
8527 Lone Tree Pkwy, in Lone Tree.  Meetings start promptly at 6:30 PM and will end by 9:00 PM after we breakdown 
the chairs and tables in the room. Get a Google Map by clicking here. 

Rain Ahead by Larry Hartlaub
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/Lone+Tree+Civic+Center/@39.548444,-104.8917707,17z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x876c85007ca3b0c3:0x7f6adc8e734bc363!2s8527+Lone+Tree+Pkwy,+Lone+Tree,+CO+80124!3b1!8m2!3d39.548444!4d-104.889582!3m4!1s0x876c85007bb2226b:0x2a5bcdf516b54174!8m2!3d39.5485546!4d-104.8897737


InFocus – The monthly newsletter of the Focus Camera Club August 2018

The Highs And Lows Of A Horizon

By Russ Burden

Horizon placement is important to the success of a photograph. One that’s poorly placed, isn't level or is 
awkward relative to the context of the composition detracts from the impact of the picture. A crooked 
horizon is easily correctable. Many of the recently released cameras come with some sort of leveling in-
dicator built in. In my camera, I have a feature called Virtual Horizon. If you’re not sure if your camera 
has a similar option, break out the manual and look it up. If your camera doesn't have one, purchase an 
inexpensive bubble level that slides into your hot shoe on top of the camera or use the level built into 
your tripod. Given today’s technology, there’s no excuse for a horizon that’s askew. If your camera 
doesn’t have a leveling feature, see if it has on-demand grid lines so you can line up the horizon with one 
of the horizontal lines of the grid.

Where you choose to place the horizon is determined by a number of factors. Let’s explore four of them.

Sky Emphasis: If a sunrise or sunset is on fre, if the 
clouds captivate or if what’s going on above the 
horizon has more intrigue than what’s below, place 
the emphasis on the sky. As a matter of fact, if the 
conditions are electric, a skyscape with just a sliver 
of land may prove to be the best choice. 

In the accompanying image of the lone wildebeest 
in the Serengeti, the heat of the day arrived and 
puffy cumulus clouds enveloped the sky. The way in 
which they formed produced a receding layer ef-
fect that was very dramatic. Thankfully, a single 
subject walked into the scene as a focal point.

When clouds dominate a sky, look for how the dark underside of one butts up against the brighter top of 
another. When dark and light overlap, it creates a three-dimensional look on a two-dimensional surface.

Foreground Emphasis: When I photograph the 
landscape, my eye is constantly on the lookout for 
ways to make a foreground, middle ground and 
background come together. More often than not, 
this means including as little sky as possible. The 
reason for this is I want the elements of the land to 
be the dominant features. 

By excluding the sky, especially on what I refer to 
as a severe clear day, I placed the horizon in the top 
20 percent of the composition. 

A severe clear sky is one that’s void of clouds or 
anything else that entices a photographer to include it in the photo. In the image taken at White Sands 
National Monument, I emphasized the foreground dunes, shapes and patterns. To provide more of a 
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sense of place, I included a small amount of sky above the mountain tops to show the soft blue hue asso-
ciated with sunrise light.

Reflections: You’re more than likely familiar with 
the compositional guideline that states an image 
with a centrally placed horizon should be avoided. 
It’s true in many circumstances, but I have to dis-
agree with it when it comes to refections. By def-
nition, a refection creates a mirror image which 
results in a 50/50 split of the subject matter. To 
create a mirror image, if you include 50 percent of 
the actual formation and 50 percent of the refec-
tion, it mandates the horizon runs directly through 
the middle of the photograph. 

With this in mind, it’s acceptable to be a rebel and 
break a rule or two. If you're one who must con-
form, an option is to create an image where just 
the refected part becomes the entire photo. See 
the accompanying diptych to get a feel for both op-
tions.

Let the Composition Be Your Guide: Let the condi-
tions dictate and create your composition accord-
ingly. 

If the clouds swirl, exhaust all possibilities and 
make one shot where the sky dominates and an-
other where the emphasis is placed on the fore-
ground. 

If there is fog, at one point the foreground may provide more intrigue than the sky but the next minute, 
this may reverse. 

If the camera is held vertically, it will impact the composition differently than if it was held horizontally. 
The important thing to remember is to make the photo BOTH ways and choose which way you prefer 
when you edit. Leave no potential photo behind!

–  Russ Burden
Images © Russ Burden
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Program & Competition Meetings

Program Schedule Competition Schedule

08/10/18 Program – Composition – No 
More Rules! by 
Colleen Miniuk-Sperry

08/22/18 Subject – Landscapes and Nature

08/29/18 Member Critique Meeting

09/14/18 Program – Image Printing & 
Presentation by Jordan Miles

09/26/18 Subject – Piles or Rows of Things

10/12/18 Program - TBA 10/24/18 Subject – Open

August 10 Program with Colleen Miniuk-Sperry

Anyone who has spent even a little time dabbling in photography has likely heard about the many “rules” 
of composition.  And the emphasis on such topic is for good reason, for how a photographer arranges the 
visual elements within the frame directly affects how viewers perceive his or her photograph.

Join professional outdoor photographer Colleen Miniuk-Sperry for her insightful and educational pre-
sentation as she goes beyond reviewing the predominant composition rules and shares how we can 
leverage the reasoning behind human perception (not rules!) to help elicit specifc responses from our 
viewers. Hear how people respond to subject matter placement, the use of different types of lines, in-
corporating various color combinations, and other visual language to help us arrange our scenes to com-
municate our unique messages more emotionally and effectively with our audiences.

About Colleen

Colleen Miniuk-Sperry fed the grey cubicle walls and left her unfulflling software engineering job be-
hind at Intel Corporation in 2007 to pursue a more meaningful life as a full-time outdoor photographer, 
writer, publisher, instructor, and speaker.  (more info is on our Meeting page online)

This Month's Competition is Landscapes and Nature

An extended description compared to our previous Nature category - Photos of naturally occurring (not 
man-made) objects, such as landscapes, wildlife and plant life (including fowers) as they are found in a natural 
environment. However, neither humans nor elements created by humans shall be present, except when the 
photo tells a nature story (that enhances the story and are not dominant, such as fences, roads or distant struc-
tures). Photographs of zoo or other captive animals (wildlife – not pets) are acceptable if the captivity is in not 
readily evident. Mounted specimens, or obviously set arrangements, are not acceptable.

Judge will be Al Walls

If you need the Competition Entry forms or the template for the stick-on labels, you can get both from the Focus website 
on the Competition Rules page.
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July ‘Clouds’ Competition Results

Media Artist Image Title Score

f5.6 Color William Williams After Glow 9

Digital Susan Haffke Billows of Pink 9

Susan Haffke Little Black Cloud 9

William Williams Home On the Plains 9

f8 Digital Bill Dickson Sunrise in Steamboat 9

Dave Hull Electric Mammantus Clouds 9

Tom Polys The Living is Easy 9

Ally Green Palm before the storm! 10

Gwen Paton Cloudy Valley Before Sunrise 10

Gwen Paton Sunset Over Lake Michigan 10

f11 Digital Larry Hartlaub Waiting Out a Storm 9

Jeff Hochwalt Big Foot at Dillon Reservoir 9

Larry Hartlaub Rain Ahead 10

Monochrome Alicia Glassmeyer Monochrome Majesty 10

f16 Color Travis Broxton Mammantus Maximus 10

Gary Witt Cumulo-Symmetry 10

Gary Witt Morning Blaze 10

Digital Joe Bonita Cloudscape 9

Todd Lytle Dreamin' @ Eleven Mile Reservoir 9

Butch Mazzuca Approaching Storm 9

Nancy Myer Daybreak in Namibia's Desert 9

Nancy Myer Mammatus Clouds at Sunset 9

Dick York End of Day 9

Travis Broxton blasting off 10

Travis Broxton open wide 10

Brian Donovan Don't Mess With Mother Nature 10

Oz Pfenninger Dangerous Thunderhead 10

Oz Pfenninger Spectacular Sunrise 10

Leander Urmy Hail Bearing Clouds 10

Leander Urmy Layers of Clouds 10

Judge for this competition was Mark Osler. See all the winning images in the Online Gallery.

Remember to send your winning Print images to Webmaster@FocusColorado.com for the online galleries. 
And please use the same naming conventions as we do for Digital Submissions.
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Photo Contests

Smithsonian 16th Annual Photo contest

Deadline: November 30, 2018

What does an award-winning photograph look like? 
It can range from a captivating portrait of a family 
member to a moon-drenched landscape to move-
ment captured at just the right time. 

Our 16th Annual Photo Contest is now open for 
submissions, and we're looking for the best of the 
best. There are six contest categories this year.

Visit the Smithsonian website here for details and 
entry info.

LoosenArt Mag / Gallery

An online art gallery and magazine based in Italy, LoosenArt is accepting calls for the following contests. 
Entry is free for up to 3 images.

Surfaces – Deadline Sept. 15

The theme of the  call refers to the space that delimits, separates and at the same time brings into 
contact what is inside and outside of any physical material object.

Shadows – Deadline Oct. 15

The call invites photographers and graphic designers to propose works in which the shadow is 
called to play a role that is not only metaphorical on the philosophical or conceptual level, but also as a 
compositional instrumental element of an image that, in contrast with the light, confers more pathos to 
a scene and / or a subject.
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Bodies in Movement – Deadline Nov. 15

The works that will take part in this exhibition will represent a continuum of that dialogue be-
tween the visual arts and the arts of movement, dance and performing arts, made manifest since their 
frst developments and in which the art history has found an essential bond.

Perceptions – Deadline Dec. 15

As it is present/real in every work of man, the perceptual expression of reality represents not 
only a subjective and at the same time analytical vision of its own world, but also a witness to the tools 
by which man relates to reality.

Visit their Calls page for info on the upcoming contests listed above.

Layers of Clouds by Leander Urmy
Spectacular Sunrise by Oz Pfenninger

Local Photo Opps & Events

Russ Burden Photo Tours www.  R  uss  B  urden  P  hotography.com  303.791.9997

2018 Upcoming Tours and Dates

  Aug 18 – 24, Goats and Gods

  Sept 4 – 17, Tanzania Safari, Mara River Crossing

  Dec 1 – 7, Bosque Del Apache / White Sands 

Gary Friedman Seminar

(We received notice of this seminar via our website.)

Broomfeld Photography Club is hosting a Gary Friedman Seminar.

From  Alicia Hoegh: I am a member of the Broomfeld Photography Club . We have invited Garry Fried-
man to give a two day seminar on October 20th and 21st in Broomfeld. 

Visit this link for info about the seminar.  https://friedmanarchivespress.com/seminars/boulder/ 

Registration is $175 per day per person.  If you have any questions, please call Alicia at 303-883-8700.
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Boulder County Open Space

Got this via email from Karen Imbierowicz @ Boulder County...

We have space available in our last two photography sessions led by Ranger Fowler in 2018. One is next 
Saturday, August 18, a sunrise session at Betasso Preserve from 5:30 – 8 a.m. The other is a fall color 
session at Caribou Ranch on Thursday, September 27 from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

These are fun outings and a great opportunity to create work to submit to next year’s Land through the 
Lens exhibit. Please visit https://www.bouldercounty.org/open-space/activities/photography-show/ and 
click on the “Register” button to sign-up for either or both sessions. 

Frame #37

A collection of extra tidbits I've discovered during the past few weeks.

— A Virginia Federal Court decision is causing an uproar in the photo community. Read about it here.

— DPI and PPI are not interchangeable terms. Do you know the difference? Read this article and make 
sure you do.

A landscape image cuts across all political and national 
boundaries, it transcends the constraints of language and 
culture.

– Charlie Waite

Blasting off by Travis Broxton
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