
Photos in this issue are from last month's 'Open' competition.

As the year draws to an end...
The last Program and Competition of the year are happening this 
month. Make sure you attend both, and get your best work in the 
competition so you can bump your yearly average.

December will have us celebrating with the Annual Dinner (news 
on that to come shortly) and this is also a time when we ask for 
members to volunteer their time to the club for next year.

Now is your chance to “step up to the plate” and help mold the 
future of the club. Talk to Gary about volunteering.

This Month's Featured Article
Gear doesn’t matter. There...I said it.  Read more here...
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The purpose of the Focus Camera Club is
 to further its members’ enjoyment, knowledge 

and mastery of photographic skills through
cooperative efforts and fellowship.

Focus Camera Club Monthly Meetings

Meetings are held the Second & Fourth Wednesday of each month. Our meeting place is Lone Tree Civic Center, 8527 Lone 
Tree Pkwy, in Lone Tree. Get a Google Map by clicking here. Meetings start promptly at 6:30 PM and will end by 9:00 PM 
after we breakdown the chairs/tables in the room.

Sunset on U Bein Bridge by Ally Green

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Lone+Tree+Civic+Center/@39.548444,-104.8917707,17z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x876c85007ca3b0c3:0x7f6adc8e734bc363!2s8527+Lone+Tree+Pkwy,+Lone+Tree,+CO+80124!3b1!8m2!3d39.548444!4d-104.889582!3m4!1s0x876c85007bb2226b:0x2a5bcdf516b54174!8m2!3d39.5485546!4d-104.8897737
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Gear Doesn’t Matter
By Karl Peschel

Do you have GAS? Lots of photographers do. And it can be embarrassing sometimes. You really don’t want 
to be around someone when they are having “one of those moments.” It’s best to clear out of the room.

Wait...you didn’t think I was talking about..

To be clear: GAS is Gear Acquisition Syndrome. That burning desire to get a new, better, “everyone says I 
have to have this...” piece of camera equipment. 

Why? Because so and so shoots with it and his pictures are amazing. Because all the trolls on photogra-
phy forums and social media said you were a lousy photographer unless you used this lens or that cam-
era.  Because the guy or gal sitting next to you at club meetings has the latest top end DSLR. Because 
(nearly) every time a new camera comes out from the big manufacturers the whole world is singing its 
praises.  Better gear does NOT make you a better photographer.

It Just Doesn’t Matter!

You know about PPA and PPC, right? Professional Photography associations nationwide and here in Col-
orado. They have something called the 12 Elements of a Merit Image. Read it. It says nothing about 
megapixels, what camera and lens is used, or if you shot with a full frame or mirrorless compact camera.

All the qualities of a meaningful image are about the lighting, composition, creativity, color balance, story 
telling, presentation and the like. Not a word about gear.

Think about any of the competition images you’ve seen this year. Can you pick out the ones shot on an 
iPhone (a number of them have been)? Or see any difference between them to clearly identify which 
were done with a full frame or APS-C sensor? Or which ones were done with an F1.4 lens or a kit lens? 
Not at all. 

A Fine Example…
Galen Rowell was one of the best landscape photographers, until he passed away 15 years ago. Yet his 
stunning images are still as beautiful today as when he originally shot them. And they were all done on 
Film. You remember that stuff that came in little canisters you loaded into a camera? 

Shooting film means you had to get things right in the camera. Slide film was unforgiving. But he mas-
tered the craft and knew how to get what he saw in his mind’s eye onto the film.

He once said most of his best images could have been shot with a 24mm/2.8 and an 80-200/2.8 zoom. 
That’s it. Two lenses would cover a large body of work. This is an older but excellent article about him.

What should you do?
Ignore anyone who says you “must have” that 1.2 or 1.4 lens. Ignore the full frame purists. Ignore the 
Black Friday deals. Take an antacid and don’t get GAS.

Instead, spend time and money on learning to shoot better images. Focus on How, not With What gear.
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http://focuscolorado.com/
https://www.outdoorphotographer.com/on-location/featured-stories/lessons-learned-from-galen-rowell/
http://www.ppa.com/competitions/content.cfm?ItemNumber=1792
http://Facebook.com/focuscolorado
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Program and Competition Schedules

Program Schedule Competition Schedule

11/8/17 Program – Take a Walk on the 
Wild Side by Glenn Randall

11/22/17 Subject – Trees

11/29/17 Member Critique Meeting

November 8 Program with Glenn Randall
Take a Walk on the Wide Side, a lecture on how to compose, shoot, and stitch together single and multi-
row panoramas.

It’s a wide, wide world out there. Certain subjects just cry out to be photographed in a panoramic format. 
Many of Glenn’s favorite images from his Sunrise from the Summit project, in which he photographed 
sunrise (or sunset) from the summit of all 54 of Colorado’s 14,000-foot peaks, proved to be panoramas. 
Something about that ultra-wide angle of view, sometimes as much as a full 360 degrees, captured the 
exhilarating, humbling, and awe-inspiring experience of being a tiny speck on top of the world.

The easiest way to shoot a panorama is to take a single frame and crop it to whatever aspect ratio works 
best for the subject. There’s no law that says that an image composed within a 3:2 frame must be shown 
with that same aspect ratio. Cropping has disadvantages, however. 

The solution is to shoot a series of images, rotating the camera between shots so each frame overlaps 
the next, then stitch all the frames together in software. With this approach, it’s possible to create enor-
mous panoramas—as much as 360 degrees wide—with great quality. Learning to shoot and stitch panora-
mas from multiple frames will open up a new world of photographic possibilities. No longer will you be 
limited to seeing the world through the rectangular frame defined by your viewfinder, with its rigid 3:2 
aspect ratio. That view, as pleasing as it may be, is only the starting point in your search for the most 
evocative possible composition. Take a walk on the wide side, and you’ll never again be content to see the 
world in just one way.
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Adobe Hills by Gary Witt

http://focuscolorado.com/
http://Facebook.com/focuscolorado
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5th Wednesday (November 29th) Critique Session
We have a 5th Wednesday in November and as tradition goes we will use this "extra" meeting as a 
"critique session." If you want more feedback on your images in a small group, conversational setting, plan 
to attend the November 29th meeting. 

During this meeting we will break into small groups, share images and discuss how they might be im-
proved. Members should bring 1-2 images printed or electronically to share with their group. We’ll meet 
November 29th at the same time (6:30pm) and same location as our regular meetings. 

Questions: Cacey McReavy, cacey@plumeriaphoto.com.

This Month's Competition is Trees
The official definition: An image in which the main subject is a tree, trees 
or a significant portion of a tree. Images in which the main subject cannot 
be definitely identified as a tree or part thereof, will be disqualified. Photos 
of carved trees (made into art) are not acceptable.

We end the competitions this year with an easy subject to find. Trees are 
all around us in Colorado. The trick though is to create a compelling im-
age. Show us your best.

Judge will be Jeff Johnson
If you need the Competition Entry forms or the template for the stick-on labels, you can 
get both from the Focus website on the Competition Rules page.
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Wayward Child by Clint Dunham

Into the Chute by Susan Haffke

Last Rays of Summer by Ron Schaller

http://focuscolorado.com/
http://focuscolorado.com/competition-rules/
http://Facebook.com/focuscolorado
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October ‘Open’ Competition Results
Media Artist Image Title Score

f5.6 Digital Dave Hull Bridge at Brandomil 10

Ernie Kuemmerer House No. 15, Old German Farm House 10

Susan Haffke Entangled in Blue 9

Susan Haffke Into the Chute 9

Ernie Kuemmerer Blue Skyscraper 9

Clifford Stockdill I Picked Up Dinner on the Way Home 9

Clifford Stockdill My Climbing Friend 9

f8 Color Clint Dunham The Quiet Transition From Autumn to Winter 10

Clint Dunham Wayward Child 9

Digital Victoria Ashby Blowing in the Wind 10

Victoria Ashby Sunlit Valley 10

Ally Green Shadows in Petra 10

Ally Green Sunset on U Bein Bridge 10

Larry Hartlaub Into the Canyon 10

Lucius Ashby After the Rain 9

f11 Digital Jeff Owens Colorado Sunrise 10

Jeff Owens A Heart of Steam 10

Ron Schaller Last Rays of Summer 10

Ron Schaller Morning Mist on the Mesa 10

Jeff Hochwalt Window Ballerina in Toulouse, France 9

Jeff Hochwalt Rainy Afternoon in Toulouse 9

f16 Color Joe Bonita Reality and Reflection? 10

Cliff Lawson 50 Years Seems Like Yesterday 10

Cliff Lawson The Equestrian 10

Gary Witt Adobe Hills 9

Gary Witt Sharing a Moment 9

Digital Joe Bonita Skateboarding the Waves 10

Joe Bonita Dreary Airport Lounge 10

Travis Broxton It's a Beautiful Life 10

Travis Broxton Out of Nowhere 10

Wayne Corrigan By the River Bend 10

Danny Lam Arch Rock at Night 10

Butch Mazzuca Tranquility 10

Oz Pfenninger Sentinel 10

Leander Urmy Taking on Sustenance 10

Wayne Corrigan Things Are Looking Up 9
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f16 Digital Brian Donovan I Feel the Need for Speed 9

(con’t) Brian Donovan I Wish Fall Was Longer 9

Butch Mazzuca The Curl! 9

Nancy Myer Essence of Dahlia 9

Nancy Myer Tumult of Yellows 9

Mary Paetow Littlest Dancer 9

Oz Pfenninger On the Edge 9

Leander Urmy Totally Aware 9

Monochrome Danny Lam Spouting Rock Falls 10

Travis Broxton Under Repair 9

Oz Pfenninger Cracked & Weathered Rocks 9

Gary Witt Resolute 9

Judge for this competition was Grant Oakes. See all images in the Online Gallery.

Remember to send your winning Print images to Webmaster@FocusColorado.com for the online galleries.
And please use the same naming conventions as we do for Digital Submissions. 

Calls For Entries & Photo Contests

Reminder  - Share the View
The annual Share the View contest is soon closing.  Deadline is December 
1 and $2500 is up for grabs.

Landscapes, wildlife and nature from anywhere in the world qualify for en-
try. Flora, fauna, macro, aerial, behavior, portrait, underwater, urban wildlife, 
abstract, black & white, atmospherics and more.

Visit the Contest website for details and submission info.

Digital Camera Photographer of the Year 2018
With a heap of fantastic prizes up for grabs, and a panel of top profes-
sional judges at the ready, it’s set to be big, bold and brilliant.

We want as many people as possible to enter, so we’re revealing all of the 
categories now. You can enter as many times as you like, so start planning 
your photos today! There are amazing prizes for the winners of each category, and even more for the 
overall Photographer of the Year 2018 winner. 

Visit the Digital Camera World contest website for a list of Categories and the deadlines for each. They 
vary from month to month.
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After the Rain by Lucius Ashby

http://focuscolorado.com/
http://www.digitalcameraworld.com/news/digital-camera-photographer-of-the-year-competition-2018-launched
http://denveraudubon.contestvenue.com/
mailto:Webmaster@FocusColorado.com?subject=FCC%20Winning%20Print%20image
http://focuscolorado.com/october-2017-competition-images/
http://Facebook.com/focuscolorado
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Local Photo Opps and Events

Russ Burden Photo Tours www.russburdenphotography.com 303.791.9997

2017 Upcoming Tours and Dates   Dec 2-8, Bosque Del Apache & White Sands

2018 Upcoming Tours and Dates   Feb 24 – Mar 2, Birds of Florida
  Apr 5-18, Tanzania Photo Safari #1
  Apr 19 – May 2, Tanzania Photo Safari #2

Blossoms of Light - DBG
Denver Botanic Gardens is proud to host this annual 
family-friendly event that has become a tradition.

This annual holiday lights extravaganza transforms our York Street location into a twinkling winter won-
derland.  Don't miss the interactive light display, featuring a large field of sound-reactive, animated LED 
lights.  Runs from Nov 24th to Jan 1, 2018

Visit the Blossom of Light page on the DBG website for details and ticket prices. Be prepared for some 
great nighttime photos.

All Around Denver
There are a myriad of things to do and see this fall/winter in Denver. Whether you go for a free admission 
day at the Zoo (11/16)  and denver Botanic Gardens (11/10 and 11) or walk around Red Rocks and Di-
nosaur Ridge or take in some urban architecture downtown the city has a lot to offer.

The Denver city site has a huge list of attractions and events, including everything happening Thanksgiv-
ing weekend and the rest of the holiday season.

Go explore the site and make some plans to attend and shoot some of these iconic and unique events 
and places.
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50 Years Seems Like Yesterday by Cliff Lawson

Bridge at Brandomil by Dave Hull

http://focuscolorado.com/
https://www.denver.org/things-to-do/fall-winter/
https://www.botanicgardens.org/events/special-events/blossoms-light
http://www.russburdenphotography.com/
http://Facebook.com/focuscolorado
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Frame #37
A collection of extra tidbits I've discovered during the past few weeks.

— You may have seen this already but fans of the Nik collection of editing addons can rejoice. DXO 
bought the collection from Google and will continue development. Read more here.

— Need some education in lighting? Profoto has but together a collection of video tutorials in a new 
Academy section of their website. Granted, they will be talking a lot about Profoto products, but the tech-
niques and principles can be applied to any lighting gear you buy.

— Many of us travel for vacations and photo trips, but traveling alone – especially for women – is a con-
cern. This section of the Nomadic Matt website is a collection of articles specific to women traveling solo.

 I knew, of course, that trees and plants had roots, stems, bark, branches and foliage 
that reached up toward the light. But I was coming to realize that the real magician 
was light itself...

- Edward Steichen
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Dreary Airport Lounge by Joe Bonita

Sentinel by Oz Pfenninger

It's a Beautiful Life by Travis Broxton

http://focuscolorado.com/
https://www.nomadicmatt.com/travel-blogs/category/female-travel-2/
https://profoto.com/us/academy
https://profoto.com/us/academy
https://petapixel.com/2017/10/25/dxo-buys-nik-collection-google-will-resume-development/
http://Facebook.com/focuscolorado
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