
Photos in this issue are from last month's '3Bs (Benches, Barns and Bridges)' competition.

Last Call...
Focus Membership dues need to be paid by the first meeting in 
March. Don’t delay...do it, do it now. The form was in the January 
newsletter and is on the website too.

This Month's Featured Article
Long time Focus member Russ Burden gives us more tips on 
Long Exposure photography.  Read more here...
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Focus Camera Club Monthly Meetings

Meetings are held the Second & Fourth Wednesday of each month. Our meeting place is Lone Tree Civic Center, 8527 Lone 
Tree Pkwy, in Lone Tree. Get a Google Map by clicking here. Meetings start promptly at 6:30 PM and will end by 9:00 PM 
after we breakdown the chairs/tables in the room.
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Long Exposure Tips And Tricks
By Russ Burden

Many circumstances necessitate long expo-
sures, but they’re most commonly reserved for 
low-light photography. Cityscapes at night, 
dawn and dusk landscapes, star trails, Milky 
Way captures, light painting, etc. all fit the bill. 
But, there are many more times when it’s nec-
essary to enter the realm of multi-second expo-
sures. Some are out of necessity. Others are 
used to make something creative. 

Regardless of their reason, long exposures dic-
tate that photographers take caution for a 
number of technical reasons. Incorporate the 
following into your workflow if you delve into 
the world of multi-second photography.

Be rock steady

A tripod is essential if you want sharp images. 
Along with it, I also recommend you use a 
cable release. Even with the camera on a 
tripod, the simple pressing of the shutter can 
introduce movement and degrade the quality 
of the photo. To further ensure sharp images, 
use mirror lock up. This is especially true if you use a long lens and shutter speeds between 1/2 and 
1/60th of a second. If there’s wind, be patient and wait for a lull. If the composition includes leaves, flags 
or other things that move in the breeze, they’ll be soft. Wind can also impart motion to the tripod and 
camera. 

If you have a camera strap attached, wrap it around the body so it doesn’t act like a windsock. If the wind 
is strong, keep your tripod as low to the ground as the composition allows. The lower it is, the more sta-
ble. If you include people, have them hold still. Try to minimize their size but still make them a key com-
ponent. The smaller in the frame they appear, the less motion they reveal.

Creative Motion: 

When applied strategically, if motion is introduced into an image, it can become artistic. Be sure the end 
result looks intentional rather than passing off an accident as “art.” Ironically, for two of my favorite tech-
niques that show motion I still use a tripod. One is panning. I level the camera and tripod and then 
loosen the knob on my pan and tilt head that allows horizontal movement. While the action passes in 
front of me, I follow it and press the shutter as soon as the subject is perpendicular to the camera. The re-
sult is a sharp subject with an out-of-focus streaked background. Be sure to stop the lens down or lower 
the ISO to obtain a slow enough shutter speed to create the blurred background. 
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Neutral density filters come in handy. The “proper” shutter 
speed will be determined by the speed at which your subject 
moves and how much blur you want to impart to the back-
ground.

The other technique also involves panning, but I use the ver-
tical axis of my pan and tilt head. I try to work on overcast 
days so the light is low and soft. I set my ISO to the lowest 
my camera allows. When necessary, I attach a 3- or 6-stop 
neutral density filter to provide slower shutter speeds. 

Compositionally, I seek out strong vertical subjects. Buildings, 
trees, lampposts, etc., all work well. Ideally, I go for a two- to 
three-second exposure and slowly pan either up or down. The 
end result is streaked tones of the subjects. Move the camera 
slowly to reveal some reality of the subject.

(All images in this article © Russ Burden)
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Program and Competition Schedules

Program Schedule Competition Schedule

3/8/17 Program – Creating Movement & 
Negative Space by Dan Ballard

3/22/17 Subject – Long Exposures

4/12/17 Program – The Streets of Havana 
by Jeff Johnson

4/26/17 Subject – Silhouettes

5/10/17 Program – TBD 5/24/17 Subject – Animals

March 8 Program with Dan Ballard
Creating movement may be the most important ingredient in mak-
ing a powerful image; yet learning to use it in your photography is 
one of the hardest things to do. In this presentation, pro outdoor and 
travel photographer Dan Ballard will teach you how to use elements 
in the real world to create movement in your images. Dan gives lec-
tures on photography worldwide and is well known for his clear and 
well-presented ideas. This program will give you a new way to think 
about designing and processing your images.

By learning to understand negative and positive space and how the 
eye naturally moves from point of interest to point of interest, you 
will leave this program with a new understanding of photography! 

Dan Ballard is an internationally known travel and landscape pho-
tographer. He is an entertaining and accomplished speaker and re-
ceives rave reviews from audiences.

This Month's Competition is Long Exposures
If you attended Kevin’s excellent Program last month you learned 
everything you need to excel in this month’s competition. If not, 
there are many tutorials online, or this month’s featured article.

The Official Definition: Long-exposure photography or time-exposure photography involve using a long-dura-
tion shutter speed on a stationary camera to sharply capture the stationary elements of the image while blur-
ring, smearing, or obscuring the moving elements. Your images should therefore capture one element that 
conventional photography does not and that is “time”. Thus, star trail shots would be acceptable, but stationary  
star shots would not.

Judge will be Quade Smith
If you need the Competition Entry forms or the template for the stick-on labels, you can get both from the Focus website on 
the Competition Rules page.
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February 3B’s Competition Results
Media Artist Image Title Score

f5.6 Digital Dave Hull A Gray Day Under Bronco Bridge 9

Laura Moran Morning in the Tetons 9

Kevin O'Kane Fog on the Lake 9

f8 Digital Lucius Ashby Bridge in Paris 9

Larry Hartlaub Ranching in Weston, Colorado 9

Todd Soderstrom Midnight Bus Stop 10

f11 Digital Nick Hemenway Hipster Highway 9

David Irwin A Bench is My Bed 9

David Irwin The Bridges at C470 & Santa Fe 9

Diane Katzenberger Mighty Strong 9

Ron Schaller Nanpu Bridge 9

f16 Color Joe Bonita Antique Over the Arno 9

Gary Witt The Barn Out Back 10

Digital Travis Broxton The Bridge 9

Butch Mazzuca Bridging the Bridge 9

Nancy Myer Round Relic of the Past 9

Brian Donovan My Favorite Sunrise Bench 10

Dan Greenberg The Tower Bridge 10

Oz Pfenninger Resting Place 10

Scott Wilson Lindisfarne Blue 10

Monochrome Travis Broxton A London Bridge 9

Kevin Holliday MERGE 10

Danny Lam Twin Bridges 10

Oz Pfenninger Suspension Bridge 10

Gary Witt Rustic Relic 10

Judge for this competition was Patty Penta. See all images in the Online Gallery.

Remember to send your winning Print images to Webmaster@FocusColorado.com for the online galleries.
And please use the same naming conventions as we do for Digital Submissions. 
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Member Recognition
Eight of our members are having their work displayed in the Littleton Museum's Eye of the Camera expo-
sition. Give them a pat on the back at the next meeting and go visit the museum and their work.

Congratulations to Cecelia Broder, Ron Cooper (2 images), Oz Pfenninger, Joe Bonita (2 images), Jeff 
Jensen, Danny Lam, Mary Paetow, Todd Christensen

Town of Elizabeth Arts Market Study
Focus members have been asked to participate in a survey for the city of Elizabeth. 
Please take a moment to give your opinion.

My name is Susan Barkman, and I have been working with the Town of Elizabeth and ArtSpace to get the word 
out about their Arts Market Study.  The study is to determine the demand for affordable live/work space and 
community space in Elizabeth, Colorado.  The town is interested in gathering feedback from artists between 
Denver and Colorado Springs to determine if people would be interested in using space or relocating to Eliza-
beth with this type of development. 

The survey is available at ElizabethArtSurvey.org, and is available until April 5th.  Please feel free to share 
this information with anyone who might be interested. 
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Calls For Entries & Photo Contests
Natural Landscapes Photo Contest
Here at ViewBug we love our amazing planet. In order to minimize our impact we’re proud to present the Earth  
First contest series, which awards top-end gear that was lovingly used by another creative individual. Providing  
high-quality, pre-owned prizes puts less strain on the planet, and allows us to offer even bigger prizes. Classic 
win win!

Visit the Viewbug website for complete details and entry info. You have until July.

C4FAP - 8th Annual Center Forward
OPEN THEME

Center Forward is our 8th annual open themed call for 
entry, exhibition and awards open to all subject mat-
ter. We are looking for the best in contemporary pho-
tography. All capture types, genres, installations and 
photographic processes either historic or modern are 
eligible to submit.

Deadline: March 29, 2017

JUROR: HAMIDAH GLASGOW

Hamidah Glasgow has been the Executive Director 
and Curator at C4FAP since 2009. Hamidah’s contribution to photography has included curatorial projects, 
national portfolio reviews including FotoFest, Photolucida, Medium, Center, Filter and more. She teaches 
professional development programs and is a contributor for national publications and magazines. 

Visit the C4FAP website for all the details.

Local Photo Opps and Events
Russ Burden Photo Tours www.russburdenphotography.com 303.791.9997

2017 Upcoming Tours and Dates

  Mar 30 – Apr 12, Tanzania Photo Safari #1
  Apr 13 – 26, Tanzania Photo Safari #2

  May 24 – June 1, Oregon / Northern California / 
Redwoods
  Aug 19-25, Goats and Gods
  Dec 2-8, Bosque Del Apache & White Sands

Riverside Cemetery Full Moon Shoot
Join us for the first full moon photo shoot of 2017 at Riverside Cemetery, Saturday March 11 from 5-10pm 
at Denver’s oldest operating cemetery. Founded in 1876, Riverside opened 2 months before Colorado 
became a state.

Get news, club info, program and competition info at FocusColorado.com and Facebook.com/FocusColorado Page 7 of 9

Fog on the Lake by Kevin O'Kane

http://focuscolorado.com/
http://www.russburdenphotography.com/
http://www.c4fap.org/exhibitions/center-forward-2017/
https://www.viewbug.com/contests/natural-landscapes-photo-contest
http://Facebook.com/focuscolorado


InFocus – the Monthly Newsletter of the Focus Camera Club March 2017

It may be a cold night so we will have Hot Chocolate and some snacks for you as you are finished with 
your shoot! No models, approved props maybe used. 

Just you and your camera, the full moon and this incredible property! Specific monuments will be light by 
candles.

$30.00 per person

For tickets or questions call 303-399-0692 ext 160   No tickets at the door.

RMSP Denver Weekend Intensive
The Rocky Mountain School of Photography is coming to Denver once again. Their weekend intensive 
sessions are a great way for you to hone your skills.

When: May 6 & 7

After an all-group introduction session on Saturday morning, you decide which track is right for you – Basic or 
Intermediate – for the first small group session of the weekend. Based on your level of experience and current 
knowledge base, you will either learn the building blocks of photography or more advanced concepts.

From there, the large group reunites with both instructors to expand upon the morning session with two after-
noon sessions on Saturday and one on Sunday morning, covering topics that are applicable to all photogra-
phers regardless of skill level.

Visit the RMSP website for details on each day’s sessions and to register. Cost is $199 but we have been 
offered a $20 discount from Bob McGowan at RMSP. Use the code CC0617 when checking out.

Only 80 spots are available, so if you’re even remotely interested you should register now.
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Palm Springs Photo Festival  (okay, so it’s not exactly “local”…)

The Palm Springs Photo Festival Connect 2017 offers the opportunity for professional, emerging profes-
sional & serious advanced amateur photographers to study with legendary photographers, show portfo-
lios in our celebrated portfolio review program, check out the latest gear, attend cutting-edge seminars, 
symposiums, networking events and enjoy evening presentations by world famous image-makers. 

The inevitable relationships that are made or renewed at PSPF can oftentimes be transformative.

When: May 7-12, 2017

Visit the Festival website for all the info and to register.

Frame #37
A collection of extra tidbits I've discovered during the past few weeks.

— Most of us love to shoot landscapes. There is an art to it, but you can add impact to your images by 
telling a story instead of simply making a pretty picture.

— The end of an era. Popular Photography and American Photographer magazines are put out to pasture. 
For 80 years PopPhoto helped us all, and American Photo was a high end mag that will be missed.

— Are you busy Friday March 10th? Wanna catch a live online class from Art Wolfe? CreativeLive is broad-
casting for FREE his Photography as Art class. Hit the CreativeLive website now to RSVP.

— When you are learning about lighting (strobes and modifiers, not natural light) the common thought 
that runs through your mind as you look at a photo is “How did they do that?” Guess what? Broncolor 
shows exactly how with about 100 examples on their Shoot This Photo tutorial page. Go learn now.

 Since I’m inarticulate, I express myself with images.
- Helen Levitt 
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