
Photos in this issue are from last month's 'Open' competition.

New month, New Meeting place for Focus
Don’t forget we start using Lone Tree Civic Center this month. 
And meetings are at 6:30 PM instead of 7. 

And a quick reminder to everyone about the Program Survey that 
got emailed out last week. If you already sent it in, thanks. If not, 
do it as soon as possible. 

Printed forms will be at the next meeting or two for anyone who 
needs them. We want as many members to offer their opinions as 
possible. Help us to help you with excellent Programs.

This Month's Featured Article
Picking images for competitions can be difficult. Following these 
12 guidelines from PPA can help you weed out the contenders.
Read more here...
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The purpose of the Focus Camera Club is
 to further its members’ enjoyment, knowledge 

and mastery of photographic skills through
cooperative efforts and fellowship.

Focus Camera Club Monthly Meetings

Meetings are held the Second & Fourth Wednesday of each month. Our meeting place is Lone Tree Civic Center, 8527 Lone 
Tree Pkwy, in Lone Tree. Get a Google Map by clicking here. Meetings start promptly at 6:30 PM and will end by 9:00 PM 
after we breakdown the chairs/tables in the room.

Dawn's Morning Light by Todd Soderstrom

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Lone+Tree+Civic+Center/@39.548444,-104.8917707,17z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x876c85007ca3b0c3:0x7f6adc8e734bc363!2s8527+Lone+Tree+Pkwy,+Lone+Tree,+CO+80124!3b1!8m2!3d39.548444!4d-104.889582!3m4!1s0x876c85007bb2226b:0x2a5bcdf516b54174!8m2!3d39.5485546!4d-104.8897737
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The 12 Elements of a Merit Image
By PPA – Professional Photographers of America

(Yes, I know. Astute members will remember this list from a few years ago. It is still good info and a very 
useful set of competition image selection guidelines for the newer members in the club.)

Impact is the sense one gets upon viewing an image for the first time. Compelling images evoke laughter, 
sadness, anger, pride, wonder or another intense emotion. 

Technical excellence is the print quality of the image itself as it is presented for viewing. Retouching, ma-
nipulation, sharpness, exposure, printing, mounting, and correct color are some items that speak to the 
qualities of the physical print.

Creativity is the original, fresh, and external expression of the imagination of the maker by using the 
medium to convey an idea, message or thought.

Style is defined in a number of ways as it applies to a creative image. It might be defined by a specific 
genre or simply be recognizable as the characteristics of how a specific artist applies light to a subject. It 
can impact an image in a positive manner when the subject matter and the style are appropriate for each 
other, or it can have a negative effect when they are at odds.

Composition is important to the design of an image, bringing all of the visual elements together in con-
cert to express the purpose of the image. Proper composition holds the viewer in the image and prompts 
the viewer to look where the creator intends. Effective composition can be pleasing or disturbing, de-
pending on the intent of the image maker.

Presentation affects an image by giving it a finished look. The mats and borders used, either physical or 
digital, should support and enhance the image, not distract from it.

Color Balance supplies harmony to an image. An image in which the tones work together, effectively sup-
porting the image, can enhance its emotional appeal. Color balance is not always harmonious and can be 
used to evoke diverse feelings for effect.

Center of Interest is the point or points on the image where the maker wants the viewer to stop as they 
view the image. There can be primary and secondary centers of interest. Occasionally there will be no 
specific center of interest, when the entire scene collectively serves as the center of interest.

Lighting —the use and control of light—refers to how dimension, shape and roundness are defined in an 
image. Whether the light in an image is manmade or natural, proper use of it should enhance an image.

Subject Matter should always be appropriate to the story being told in an image.

Technique is the approach used to create the image. Printing, lighting, posing, capture, presentation me-
dia, and more are part of the technique applied to an image.

Story Telling refers to the image’s ability to evoke imagination. One beautiful thing about art is that each 
viewer might collect his own message or read her own story in an image.

More info about Professional Photographers of America is at their website www.ppa.com

Further discussion of the 12 Elements can be found on the PPA website.
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Program and Competition Schedules

Program Schedule Competition Schedule

2/8/17 Program – Long Exposure Pho-
tography by Kevin Holliday

2/22/17 Subject – 3Bs (Benches, Barns and 
Bridges)

3/8/17 Program – Creating Movement & 
Negative Space by Dan Ballard

3/22/17 Subject – Long Exposures

4/12/17 Program – Cuba by Jeff Johnson 4/26/17 Subject – Silhouettes

Don’t Forget about our NEW Meeting Place and Time
February starts our NEW meeting place at Lone Tree Civic Center. And meetings start at 6:30 PM instead 
of 7 PM. Don’t show up at GVCH and miss Kevin’s Program!!

Also remember about the parking at Lone Tree. You can view the map online, but it’s as simple as no park-
ing in the street. Only use the 2 parking lots available at the Civic Center or the Pool next door.

February 8 Program with Kevin Holliday
This March, the FCC competition theme will be “Long Exposure” so we will provide some advance expo-
sure to this subject in our February Program. Join FCC member and internationally recognized and 
awarded fine art B&W photographer, Kevin Holliday, as he leads us into his world of Long Exposure Pho-
tography.

Kevin will open up some doorways and shine light upon a type of image capture of which many are sim-
ply unaware. While the technique may seem complex at first, Kevin’s presentation will simplify the 
process and have you walking away thinking differently not only about long exposure capture itself, but 
also how light is interacting with your camera in the first place. However, this presentation is about more 
than just long exposure photography; it’s about the process of CREATING a fine art image, rather than 
producing a representational photograph. In other words, this presentation is how long exposure photog-
raphy is simply ONE of the many ways to fulfill a VISION!

This Month's Competition is 3Bs (Benches, Barns and Bridges)
The official word is “Images that have a bench, barn OR bridge as the main subject. Images can include all or 
part of a bench, barn or bridge but that portion represented must be clearly identifiable as one of the 3Bs.”

Judge will be Patty Penta
If you need the Competition Entry forms or the template for the stick-on labels, you can get both from the Focus website on 
the Competition Rules page.
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January ‘Open’ Competition Results
Media Artist Image Title Score

f5.6 Digital Dave Hull Moonrise with Cottonwood 9

Ernie Kuemmerer Cleaning Up 9

Laura Moran Showing Off 9

Laura Moran Canyonlands in Black and White 9

Dave Hull After the Storm 10

Ernie Kuemmerer Time 10
f8 Digital Victoria Ashby The Visitor 9

Larry Hartlaub Havana MG 9

Larry Hartlaub View From the Balcony 9

Lucius Ashby Morning Outside the Louvre 10

Clint Dunham Camping Under the Milky Way 10

Todd Soderstrom Dawn's Morning Light 10

Todd Soderstrom The Prisoner aka '29 to Life 10
f11 Digital Nick Hemenway Last Light Over Last Dollar Road 9

David Irwin The Man Hoth 9

Lorenzo Landini The Birth of Renaissance 9

Lorenzo Landini Renaissance Evolution 10

Jeff Owens Summer Dream 10
f16 Color Joe Bonita Sunset Sailboat 10

Gary Witt Autumn Near the West Elks 10

Gary Witt Sunset Beach 10

Oz Pfenninger Weathered 9

Digital Travis Broxton Footsteps 9

Dan Greenberg Boats at Dusk 9

Danny Lam San Juan Gate 9

Todd Lytle Welcome 2 Electric Avenue 9

Nancy Myer Flora for Thought 9

Dick York Born to be Wild 9

Joe Bonita Dynjandi Daredevil 10

Travis Broxton Rising 10

Brian Donovan Super Duper Moon 10

Brian Donovan You Won't Catch Me 10

Kevin Holliday Crowned 10

Butch Mazzuca Can't Make Up Her Mind 10

Butch Mazzuca Goin' Fishin' 10

Leander Urmy On the Way Home 10
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f16 Digital Leander Urmy Crested Butte from Bush Creek 10

Scott Wilson Steamboat Dawn 10

Scott Wilson Glencoe 10

Gary Witt Modern Accent 10

Dick York Magical Dunes 10

Monochrome Danny Lam Irregular Beauty 9

Kevin Holliday Prince of Denver 10

Kevin Holliday Turret 10

Judge for this competition was Cliff Lawson. See all images in the Online Gallery.

Remember to send your winning Print images to Webmaster@FocusColorado.com for the online galleries.
And please use the same naming conventions as we do for Digital Submissions. 
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Footsteps by Travis Broxton

Morning Outside the Louvre by Lucius Ashby

Boats at Dusk by Dan Greenberg Renaissance Evolution by Lorenzo Landini

http://focuscolorado.com/
mailto:Webmaster@FocusColorado.com?subject=FCC%20Winning%20Print%20image
http://focuscolorado.com/january-2017-competition-images/
http://Facebook.com/focuscolorado
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Calls For Entries & Photo Contests
Viewbug - Ongoing
Celebrating Nature, Tiny, Diagonal Lines, Parks and Gardens, JustLove...the list goes on and on. So many 
different topics to choose from, and prizes ranging from new cameras to tripods to lenses and a GoPro.

Visit the ViewBug website for details on all the current contests.

Nikon Photo Contest
The entry deadline has been extended to February 27, 2017. The contest is open to all categories, and 
photos from your digital camera or smartphone.

Visit the Nikon contest site to get all the details and enter your best images.

Audubon Photo Awards 2017
Deadline: Feb 20, 2017

Go grab your best birding images and submit them to this national contest. There are categories for 
Professional and Amateur photogs, along with rules about Ethical Bird Photography you need to read.

Visit the Audubon website for complete entry info and good luck.

Local Photo Opps and Events
Russ Burden Photo Tours www.russburdenphotography.com 303.791.9997

2017 Upcoming Tours and Dates

  Feb 18-24, Birds of Florida
  Mar 30 – Apr 12, Tanzania Photo Safari #1
  Apr 13 – 26, Tanzania Photo Safari #2

  May 24 – June 1, Oregon / Northern California / 
Redwoods
  Aug 19-25, Goats and Gods
  Dec 2-8, Bosque Del Apache & White Sands

Birds of Prey Photography Workshop
Another collaboration between Mike’s Camera and 
Hawkquest is coming in May. Sign up soon as these 
tend to fill up fast. And there will be Tamron lenses 
you can borrow for shooting the birds.

Workshop includes an evening of classroom instruc-
tion at Mike's Camera, followed by a Saturday morn-
ing photo session with birds of prey at Prairie Canyon 
Ranch in Franktown with FREE lens rentals from 
Tamron, and a follow up critique & in-store gallery 
showing.
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Weathered by Oz Pfenninger

http://focuscolorado.com/
http://www.audubon.org/get-outside/2017-audubon-photography-awards-official-rules
http://www.audubon.org/get-outside/audubons-guide-ethical-bird-photography
http://www.nikon-photocontest.com/en/
https://www.viewbug.com/photo-contests
http://www.russburdenphotography.com/
http://Facebook.com/focuscolorado
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What You’ll Learn

- Techniques to make great portraits of birds while they are static in the trees

- Best methods of getting great images of birds mid-flight

- Composition, exposure, depth of field, shutter speed, panning, focusing tips, awareness of light; as they 
pertain to bird photography

Visit the Mike’s Camera website for complete details and to register.

Stuck for Denver Photo Locations?
Here’s a nice list of 17 places in Denver you may want to go try out. I’m sure many of you have been to a 
number of these, but you should find inspiration to hit a few new ones.

Frame #37
A collection of extra tidbits I've discovered during the past few weeks.

— Canada is offering free passes for 2017 to all of their national parks.  You just have to fill out the form 
to get one.  Visit their website to get yours. 

— We spend a LOT of time taking photos. When is the last time you went out to GIVE photos? Lauren Lim 
took her Fuji Instax to the streets to share with people, taking their photo and giving them the print.
What an awesome way to share the experience with others and connect with them.

— You know what GAS is, right? Gear Acquisition Syndrome. Seems the same affliction takes hold of peo-
ple when they see plugins and addons for Photoshop, Lightroom and other editors. Matt Kloskowski dis-
cusses his thoughts on the current state of post processing and the tools we all drool over.

— Did you hear the latest Adobe news? No more standalone versions of Photoshop and Lightroom. They 
are going forward with Creative Cloud only. Here is one article detailing the changes.
One of the big reasons – continuous innovation. New features can be rolled out monthly if they want, 
where PS or LR new versions were always a year or two apart. That’s good for us. And you can still get the 
$9.99/month PS/LR combo for photogs here.

 If you are out there shooting, things will happen for you. If you’re not out there, 
you’ll only hear about it.

-- Jay Maisel
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Glencoe by Scott Wilson

http://focuscolorado.com/
http://www.onlyinyourstate.com/colorado/denver/photo-taking-paradise-denver/
http://www.adobe.com/creativecloud/photography.html
https://www.cnet.com/news/adobe-kills-creative-suite-goes-subscription-only/
http://mattk.com/state-post-processing-photo-editing-2017/
http://mattk.com/state-post-processing-photo-editing-2017/
http://mikescamera.com/hawkquest.html
http://www.pc.gc.ca/eng/progs/pn-np/index.aspx
http://www.storyhive.com/project/show/id/1677
http://Facebook.com/focuscolorado
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