
Photos in this issue are from last month's 'Open' competition.

Hello Fall...
Don’t you love this time of year? Cooler evenings, and gone are 
the oppressively hot days. Still warm, but tolerable.

It means we as photogs need to gear up and plan for changing 
colors, trips to the mountains and national parks (where it’s 
snowed already I see), and be ready to capture the beautiful natu-
ral wonder in Colorado. Good shooting, and good light to you.

The Snowmass Balloon festival is mentioned later in the newsletter,  
but the Colorado Springs 40th annual event is this Labor Day week-
end. Short notice, I know, but you can get all the details at their 
website.

This Month's Featured Article
I love the diversity of what members shoot for an Open competi-
tion.  Read more here…

In Focus
The monthly Newsletter of the Focus Camera Club

September 2016

In This Issue
Featured Images...................................................2
Program and Competition Schedules...........3
August ‘Open’ Competition Results................5
Calls For Entries & Photo Contests...............6
Local Photo Opps and Events..........................6
Frame #37...............................................................7
For Sale Items........................................................8

Focus Camera Club Officers 
and Committee members
Officers
President: Gary Witt
Vice President: Gwen Piña
Treasurer: Brian Donovan
Secretary: Oz Pfenninger
Committee Chair & Members
Executive: Gary Witt, Gwen Piña, Oz Pfen-

ninger, Brian Donovan, Guy Geoly, 
Theresa Corrada, Cecilia Broder

Competitions: Jeff Owens
Programs: Theresa Corrada
Membership: Cecelia Broder
Special Projects: (open)
Education:  (open)

The purpose of the Focus Camera Club is
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and mastery of photographic skills through
cooperative efforts and fellowship.

Focus Camera Club Monthly Meetings

Meetings are held the First & Third Thursday of each month. Our meeting place is The Community Room at the Greenwood 
Village City Hall, 6060 S. Quebec St. (That’s on the east side of Quebec just south of Orchard Rd.) Get a Google Map by
clicking here. Meetings start promptly at 7 PM and will end around 9:45 PM so we can be out by 10 PM.

Driving Under the Milky Way by Nick Hemmenway

https://coloradospringslabordayliftoff.com/
https://coloradospringslabordayliftoff.com/
https://coloradospringslabordayliftoff.com/
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=6060+S.+Quebec+St&oe=utf-8&um=1&ie=UTF-8&hq=&hnear=0x876c868d624c7abd:0x5370aea9acfaba50,6060+S+Quebec+St,+Greenwood+Village,+CO+80111&gl=us
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Program and Competition Schedules

Program Schedule Competition Schedule

09/01/16 Program – Night Photography by 
Grant Collier

09/28/16 Subject – Flowers

10/07/16 Program – Making High Impact 
Images by Joe Bonita

10/24/16 Subject – Denver Tech Center or 
     Denver Zoo

11/04/16 Program – Seeing as a Photogra-
pher by Daniel Joder

11/14/16 Subject – Open

Note: The October program has changed due to a speaker cancellation. More info is on the website.

September 1 Program with Grant Collier
Grant’s presentation is called “A Shot in the Dark.”

He will focus on landscape photography at night. Grant has spent countless hours photographing natural 
landscapes beneath a canopy of stars, planets, and meteors. During his presentation, he will explain:

➔ What software, apps, and websites can help you plan your shots.

➔ The photography equipment needed to shoot at night.

➔ What shutter speeds, f-stops, ISOs, and color balance settings to use.

➔ How to focus your camera at night.

➔ The optimal moon phases to shoot under.

➔ How to use a flashlight to “paint” the scene with artificial light.

➔ How to capture star trails, where the stars appear as long lines streaking across the sky.

➔ How to capture images of other light sources, such as the northern lights, lava, lightning, and 
meteors.

➔ Advanced techniques you can use to improve image quality.

Grant Collier grew up in the foothills above Denver and spent much of his childhood exploring Colorado’s 
Rocky Mountains. After graduating from Pomona College in 1996, Grant began a photographic career that 
had him following, quite literally, in the footsteps of his great-great-grandfather, the pioneer photogra-
pher Joseph Collier. Grant traveled throughout Colorado taking photos from the exact same spots that 
Joseph had taken his images over one hundred years earlier. These photographs were published in the 
book Colorado: Yesterday & Today in 2001.

Since this time, Grant has authored ten more photography books, including “Collier’s Guide to Night Pho-
tography”, “Moab, Utah by Day & Night,” and “Colorado’s National Parks & Monuments.”
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This Month's Competition is Flowers
(Yay, another new subject for this year) The official definition is Pictures of any type of flower, group of flow-
ers, abstracts of flowers, etc. No restrictions on editing in camera or via computer software, as long as it is clear  
that the image started out as a photograph.

Denver Botanic Gardens, Hudson Gardens, your local flower shop, or even your backyard can give you a 
plethora of subject matter for this month’s competition. It’s almost too easy...

Judge will be Margaret Johnson
If you need the Competition Entry forms or the template for the stick-on labels, you can get both from the Focus website on 
the Competition Rules page.
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“...and a Cloud of Dust!” by Butch Mazzuca

Stoned Illusions – Arches by Kevin Holliday

Synthetic Zebra by Joe Bonita

Evening Light on Mount Baldy by Clint Dunham
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August ‘Open’ Competition Results
Media Artist Image Title Score

f5.6 Digital Ernie Kuemmerer Crowd with Sun Glasses 9

Laura Moran Nursing Monkey Mother 10
f8 Color Rick Matson Reflections of a Pianist 9

Digital Clint Dunham Evening Light on Mount Baldy 9

Nick Hemmenway Driving Under the Milky Way 10

Ron Schaller Liquid Luminance 10
f11 Digital Bob Bartlett Rocketman 9

William Brant Lines & Orbs 9

Butch Mazzuca Desert Lines 9

Cecilia Broder A Wise One 10

Brian Donovan Pont Alexandre III 10

Butch Mazzuca “...and a Cloud of Dust!” 10
f16 Color Cliff Lawson I Can Dig It 9

Oz Pfenninger Back from the Sea 9

Joe Bonita Synthetic Zebra 10

Ron Cooper A Nod to Edward Curtis 10

Peggy Dietz Fading Into a Memory 10

Charles Hopkins Tea Ceremony 10

Digital Charles Hopkins Lagging Behind 9

Danny Lam Exciting Moment 9

Oz Pfenninger On the Wing 9

Scott Wilson The Enchanted Wood 9

Dan Greenberg The Shard at Sunset 10

Kevin Holliday Monolithic Movement – Rise 10

Todd Lytle These Boots Were Made For Walkin' 10

Scott Wilson Mile High Mist 10

Monochrome Joe Bonita Repetition 9

Ron Cooper Thomas 9

Danny Lam Out of the Pithouse 9

Kevin Holliday Stoned Illusions – Arches 10

Cliff Lawson The Girl on the Bridge 10

Scott Wilson Neck & Neck 10

Judge for this competition was Russ Burden. See all images in the Online Gallery.

Remember to send your winning Print images to Webmaster@FocusColorado.com for the online galleries.
And please use the same naming conventions as we do for Digital Submissions. 
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Calls For Entries & Photo Contests
Share The View 2016
The annual Share the View contest is sponsored by the Audubon Society of Greater Denver. 

Landscapes, wildlife and nature from anywhere in the world qualify for entry. Flora, fauna, macro, aerial, 
behavior, portrait, underwater, urban wildlife, abstract, black & white, atmospherics and more.

Entry starts October 15, 2016 and closes December 5th

Visit the contest website for prize info, image submission requirements, and costs.

Local Photo Opps and Events
Russ Burden Photo Tours www.russburdenphotography.com 303.791.9997

2016 Upcoming Tours and Dates

  Oct 15 – 21, Monument Valley / Slot Canyons
  Dec 3-9, Bosque Del Apache & White Sands

2017 Upcoming Tours and Dates

  Feb 18-24, Birds of Florida
  Mar 30 – Apr 12, Tanzania Photo Safari #1
  Apr 13 – 26, Tanzania Photo Safari #2

Lens & Camera Demo Day at 
Denver Zoo
Saturday, Sept 17

Whether you’re thinking of changing your camera 
or have your eye on a lens you’ve been hoping to 
try out, Demo Days provide a unique opportunity 
to try out all sorts of gear and capture some spec-
tacular photographs of the wild and wonderful 
residents of Denver Zoo. Best of all, all demo 
loaner gear for the test drive is FREE! Our Demo 
Days are fun for kids and grown-ups alike.

Enjoy using the FREE gear while you wander throughout the Zoo and capture your best shots of the local 
inhabitants.  Get all the details at the Mike’s Camera website.

Snowmass Balloon Festival
When: Sept. 16 – 18

The Snowmass Balloon Festival fills the sky with one of the highest-altitude balloon events in the coun-
try. Over three days, 30 pilots compete in challenges such as a distance race that covers the whole Roar-
ing Fork Valley. Highlights include Saturday Evening Glow on Fanny Hill and free music with light show 
featuring brightly colored balloons lighting up the night sky. All Balloon Festival events are free.

Visit the Festival website for the full schedule. (There is also a Wine Festival for those who are inclined)
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DBG Chatfield Annual Corn Maze
Starts Sept. 16 and runs most weekends through the 
end of October, along with the Pumpkin Festival

Wind your way through the corn and help Farmer 
Green find his lost animals. Life-size animal cutouts 
are hidden throughout the maze for fun photo op-
portunities. The maze can be viewed from two 15-
foot tall illuminated bridges. Visitors under the age 
of 10 can explore the mini-maze.

Visit the Chatfield website for full info, schedules, 
and ticket info.

Red Rock River Run - Upper San Juan 
River
Departure: October 10 -15, 2016  4 nights/5 days: Starting and Ending in Bluff, Utah

Group Size: Minimum: 8 Maximum: 25

Join Jacob W. Frank on a photography trip of a lifetime! Enjoy a spectacular four-day float along the 
remote 26-mile stretch between Bluff and Mexican Hat, Utah. The opportunities for amazing photos are 
endless: from bighorn sheep, blooming prickly pear cacti, fall colors, and the river meandering through 
the canyon, to expansive views with clouds and sunlight, or the evening sunset glow reflecting off the 
canyon walls.

Visit the Four Corners School website for info, trip costs, and registration.

Frame #37
A collection of extra tidbits I've discovered during the past few weeks.

— The Nikon School has been around for years, and they have traveled to many cities, including Denver. 
Now there are a few online courses you can take. Check them out, Nikon shooters.

— Are you on Instagram? One of the most popular feature requests is finally a reality. ZOOM!! It’s on the 
iPhone app now and coming soon to Android. Look here to see it in action.

— We all love our photo editing tools like Photoshop, Lightroom, and other popular apps. But there is a 
whole wide world of OTHER tools you may want to try. Online editors, smartphone apps, HDR tools, and 
more are all in this large list of 104 tools you can use for photos. 

— Last month I told you about some South Dakota sights to see. Here’s a great article on another state 
close by – New Mexico.

— This month we get to shoot flowers for competition. Never done them?? Get a helping hand, great tips, 
and awesome ideas from the folks at DPS and over at ImprovePhotography.
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Out of the Pithouse by Danny Lam
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For Sale Items
Portable Bogen Lightform diffuser panel $125

This portable diffuser panel can be used as a backdrop but is made to be a diffuser.  It comes with a 
white translucent panel and a black panel.  Poles are Lightweight PVC and have a thin rope inside keep-
ing appropriate pieces together for assembly. (approximate measurement 7x7 foot panel area with ap-
prox 7 foot tall sides that come out about 4-6 feet)

Also selling my Pocket Wizard Flex tt5 and mini TT1 radioslaves for Canon for $125 for the pair.  

Pick up in Lakewood or at next meeting I can attend. 

– Kristen Mary Smith

Contact info for Kristen is on her website at http://www.kmphotography.com/ 

 Fashion, f lowers, nudes and portraits - they're all the same: light, form, color. 
And mystery. Mystery is very important. When I started photographing f lowers, I 
thought, "My God, where have I been?" I'm totally addicted to this project. I'd never 
seen the mysteries of a f lower. We walk by wonders every day and don't see them. 
We only stop at what shouts the loudest.

- Barbara Bordnick



Get news, club info, program and competition info at FocusColorado.com and Facebook.com/FocusColorado Page 8 of 8

http://focuscolorado.com/
http://www.kmphotography.com/
http://Facebook.com/focuscolorado

	Hello Fall...
	This Month's Featured Article
	Featured Images
	Program and Competition Schedules
	September 1 Program with Grant Collier
	This Month's Competition is Flowers

	August ‘Open’ Competition Results
	Calls For Entries & Photo Contests
	Share The View 2016

	Local Photo Opps and Events
	Russ Burden Photo Tours www.russburdenphotography.com 303.791.9997
	Lens & Camera Demo Day at Denver Zoo
	Snowmass Balloon Festival
	DBG Chatfield Annual Corn Maze
	Red Rock River Run - Upper San Juan River

	Frame #37
	For Sale Items

