
A New Year and New Staf
Welcome 2016, and welcome to the group of folks who have 
graciously committed to running the club for the next year. 
(See all their names in the sidebar to the right  )→

I'm sure they all look forward to a new and exciting year of great 
programs and sharing by the club's talented members.

Membership and Competition Forms
The last 2 pages of this newsletter are the 2016 Membership 
Form and 2016 Competition List. Print out both of them.

Membership dues remain the same this year, and you must have 
your form submitted with payment by March 11. Go ahead and do 
it now so you can mark it off your ToDo list…

The Competition List is the same as I've done for the last few 
years. Each month listed with subject and definition – all in one 
place for you to print and pin to your wall.

This Month's Featured Article
Every time we change President's I give each a chance to “talk” 
directly to the membership...Read more here

Change the Year to 2016
3 places you need to check for 2016

1. Your camera. Many have a copyright notice that automatically 
gets added to the image metadata

2. Your photo software. Metadata or import presets in Lightroom 
or other apps need to be modified.

3. Your website. Make sure your Copyright statement in the footer 
shows the current year.
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The purpose of the Focus Camera Club is
 to further its members’ enjoyment, knowledge 

and mastery of photographic skills through
cooperative efforts and fellowship.

Focus Camera Club Monthly Meetings

Meetings are held the First & Third Thursday of each month. Our meeting place is The Community Room at the Greenwood 
Village City Hall, 6060 S. Quebec St. (That’s on the east side of Quebec just south of Orchard Rd.) Get a Google Map by
clicking here. Meetings start promptly at 7 PM and will end around 9:45 PM so we can be out by 10 PM.

http://maps.google.com/maps?q=6060+S.+Quebec+St&oe=utf-8&um=1&ie=UTF-8&hq=&hnear=0x876c868d624c7abd:0x5370aea9acfaba50,6060+S+Quebec+St,+Greenwood+Village,+CO+80111&gl=us
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Changing of the Guard
Each time we have a new President assuming leader-
ship of the club, I like to provide both the incoming 
and outgoing President's the opportunity to address 
all members. 

Guy Geoly has served for 2 years, and must step down. 
Gary Witt is taking the position for 2016. 
Below are their messages to all of you.

I must thank both gentlemen for their service to the 
club.  You should too, next time you see them.

– Karl

FCC Members,

WOW, club president for 2016. What exactly does that mean? What I know about this position is what I 
have learned and observed from watching those who held the position before me (i.e., Frank and Guy).  As 
a result of their hard work, I will likely do little to rock the boat unless something obvious rears its head. 

I have been a member for only 3.5 years so I do not have the history like many others relative to where 
the club has been and the ways it has evolved. Nonetheless, during our last two years under Guy’s leader-
ship, we saw changes to our bylaws as needed to bring them into line with our actual operations. Some of 
those changes will likely last while others may not withstand the test of time. Regardless, Guy shep-
herded us through the transition and I, for one, am very appreciative. 

Although change is difficult, it is inevitable. One certain change is we will not be meeting on a consistent 
day of the week.  Communication via the website calendar and meeting announcements will be critical. 

Some other proposed changes that I view as necessary for maintaining the vitality of the group include; 
1) matching veteran photographers with newcomers/beginners as a means to provide a better base 
against which to advance within the skill levels, and 2) finding willing members to lead on-location 
meet-ups for free exchange of knowledge, experience and skills. We all learn by practice, so we need to 
be using our skills regularly in a fun and fulfilling environment. We all have lessons learned that can be 
passed along no matter what the skill level. 

As the leader of the Executive Board, I promise to be approachable and willing to listen to ideas and sug-
gestions. However, please keep in mind that we are a large group and suggestions that focus on what is 
best for the group, not individuals, will garner the greatest consideration. Remember, we are a volunteer-
based club, so l challenge you to get involved and pass along a part of yourself in an effort to make the 
club better.

– Gary Witt
2016 Focus Club President

Get news, club info, program and competition info at FocusColorado.com and Facebook.com/FocusColorado Page 2 of 8

http://focuscolorado.com/
http://Facebook.com/focuscolorado


InFocus – the Monthly Newsletter of the Focus Camera Club January 2016

(and now from Guy)

FCC Members,

For the past two years you have given me the privilege of being your president of Focus Camera Club.  
Thank you for all your support, especially the executive board.  I am sorry my illness put so much pressure 
on the board, but each and all came through.

As for the club, we have all grown as to our understanding of photography and competition.  The under-
standing of the modern photo art can be seen in our entries in competition.  WOW!  

Our club has been able to help new people get started and our members have given their knowledge.  
This is a gift.

The club has to change with the times because new programs in photography open up new avenues to 
follow.  I hope we kept up during my time as president.

I was always very open about our problems, letting membership know about any changes.  I thank the 
membership for caring so much.

The new board that is coming in is a gifted group of individuals and will serve the club well.

It has been my pleasure,

Guy Geoly

2014-15 Focus Club President

Program and Competition Schedules

Program Schedule Competition Schedule

01/07/16 Program – Beyond Nature by  
John Kieffer

01/21/16 Subject – Open

02/04/16 Program – TBA 02/18/16 Subject – Nature

03/11/16 Program – TBA 03/29/16 Subject – Still Life

January 7 Program with John Kiefer
Denver photographer John Kieffer will share his more than 25 years of experience as a professional pho-
tographer. Like many, he began as a nature photographer, but soon became exposed to editorial and ad-
vertising photography. This led to expanding his photography beyond the natural beauty we enjoy so 
readily here in Colorado.

His presentation will show how to use basic techniques and composition to photograph more than na-
ture, especially people, man-made subjects and travel. This shooting style also plays into social media, 
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which has changed how pictures are taken, what images people want to show, and more importantly, 
what viewers want to see.

His top priority is to provide us with an opportunity to have some fun and do some photographic explo-
ration.

This Month's Competition is Open
Yup, we're starting the year with an “anything goes, as long as it's excellent” competition. Show off your 
fave photos in any genre. This is the type of competition that shows the diversity of our members.

Judge will be Ilene Nova
If you need the Competition Entry forms or the template for the stick-on labels, you can get both from the Focus website on 
the Competition Rules page.

Awards and Promotions
It's Graduation time!! The club recognizes individuals 
who have scored well enough in competitions to 
advance to the next competition class, those who 
achieved excellence in all competitions, and those who 
excelled in each photographic medium.

Congrats to all the folks listed below. 
A well deserved round of applause...

Promotions

f5.6 to f8 Gary Patterson 

f8 to f11 Cecelia Broder, Theresa Corrada, Jeff 
Jensen, Jeff Owens, Elmer Paetow, Gwen Piña

f11 to f16 Ron Cooper, Rich Hayes, Gary Witt, Dick York

Photographer of the Year

f5.6 - Gary Patterson, f8 - Theresa Corrada, f11 - Rich Hayes, f16 - Joe Bonita

1st Place in Medium

f16 Joe Bonita Color Prints
Dan Greenberg Digital Projection

f11 Ron Cooper Color Prints
Danny Lam Digital Projection
Kevin Holliday Mono Prints

f8 Jeff Jensen Color Prints
Theresa Corrada Digital Projection

f5.6 Gary Patterson Color Prints
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Member Recognition
Our own Oz Pfenninger has gotten top recognition for this and other images he submitted to the Denver 
Audubon society photo contest. Congrats Oz!!!

Dear Oswald:

We have the privilege of notifying you that one or 
more of your entries in the fifth annual "Share the 
View" International Nature Photography Competition 
has been juried into the top 250 highly commended 
finalists to appear on the contest website during 2016. 
To be included among the highly commended 250 is 
quite an accomplishment, as competition was fierce. 
These images were selected:

Facing the Wind.jpg

Facing the Wind, Port Aransas, Texas

These black necked stilts were hunkered down in the 
shallow water on a very windy day.  The wooden boardwalk where I was standing sheltered the birds 
from the wing and so I was able to get quite close to the birds.

By early January, all 250 highly commended images will be displayed on http://denveraudubon.contestv-
enue.com along with credits and photographer contact information. One of the Top 250 images will be 
featured daily on the home page during 2016, with notification to the photographer several days in ad-
vance so you can announce its appearance to your followers.

(the rest of the letter removed for brevity here in the newsletter)

Thank you for your participation in this event and congratulations again!

Sincerely,

Karl Brummert, Executive Director, Audubon Society of Greater Denver
Wendy Shattil, Administrator, Share the View International Nature Photography Contest

Local Photo Opps and Events
Russ Burden Photo Tours www.russburdenphotography.com 303.791.9997

2016 Upcoming Tours and Dates

  Feb 20-26, Birds of Florida

  Apr 13-25, Tanzania Safari #1

  May 27 – Jun 5, Oregon / N. California / Redwoods

  July 23-29, Glacier National Park

  Aug 20 - 26, Goats and Gods Wildlife/Scenery

  Oct 15 – 21, Monument Valley / Slot Canyons
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Mike's Camera Classes
Many educational classes and photo excursions are sponsored by Mike's Camera. Take a quick peek at 
their upcoming schedule on their website. 

Denver Zoo Shoot
Once or twice a year Mike's does a shoot at the Zoo. Get in on the early entry and private, guided walk 
through when you register at their website. Save 10% if you register 2 weeks in advance.

Scheduled for Thursday January 28, Sunday January 31 & Tuesday February 2

And also in March - Thursday March 17, Sunday March 20 & Tuesday March 22

52 Week Photo Challenge
I found a 52 week challenge that seems geared just for Focus club – It's only Portraits, Landscapes, and 
Artistic Impression.

It will certainly push you to expand your shooting style and focus on specific goals for each week. Inter-
esting topics like Week 7 – Faceless (Tell someone's story without showing their face) will get you think-
ing about things you never did before.

Get details on the Dogwood website, and go here to grab a PDF of the listed items.

Frame #37
A collection of extra tidbits I've discovered during the past few weeks.

— One wall. One model. One sketchpad. Results? 7 different headshots. See the results here and learn 
about the process the photographer took to realize these 7 different “visions” of one person.

— The Megapixel race continues...how about 100 MP?? Phase One announced a new project in partner-
ship with Sony and the new camera with standard lens will set you back $49,000. Get full details on the 
new system and download sample images from the Phase One website.

— Hiking with your camera gear can be an arduous trek. Finding the right bag to 1) hold your stuff and 
2) make the trip comfortably is a challenge. Here are some tips for selecting the right bag.

 It is the photographing of ordinary things, in extraordinary light, which results in 
extraordinary photographs.

- David Young
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Focus Camera Club
Competition Subjects and Definitions for 2016

January 2016
Open – The Open category allows photographers 
to submit images of any subject matter. Members are 
encouraged to explore photographic techniques and 
subjects outside their usual style.

February 2016
Nature – Nature photography is the depiction of the natu-
ral world in such a fashion that a well-informed person is 
able to identify the subject. Nature photography focuses 
on landscapes, wildlife and plant life as they are found in a 
natural environment. (See the website for a full definition)

March 2016
Still Life – A still life is a work of art depicting mostly inan-
imate subject matter, typically commonplace objects which 
may be either natural (food, flowers, dead animals, plants, 
rocks, or shells) or man-made (drinking glasses, books, 
vases, jewelry, coins, pipes, and so on). These may be dis-
played in any combination. Works of art may be included 
providing that the work of art is not the sole component of 
the still life. There are no restrictions regarding in camera 
or computer manipulations, as long as it is clear that the 
image started out as a photograph.

April 2016
Workers/People at Work – Pictures of a person or multiple 
people either involved with their job or portrayed wearing 
the uniform and/or with the special equipment relating to 
their job. No restrictions on editing in camera or via com-
puter software, as long as it is clear that the image started 
out as a photograph.

May 2016
Open – The Open category allows photographers 
to submit images of any subject matter. Members are 
encouraged to explore photographic techniques and 
subjects outside their usual style.

June 2016
Abandoned / Decay – Pictures of old decaying or aban-
doned buildings and other structures, ruins, abandoned or 
decaying vehicles, dead or dying plants, old bones or 
fossils (not shot in a museum), etc. 

Some type of decay must be evident – rot, rust, old peeling 
paint, etc. No restrictions on editing in camera or via com-
puter software, as long as it is clear that the image started 
out as a photograph.

July 2016
Anatomy – This includes pictures that feature a specific 
body part artistically such as an eye or eyes, a foot or feet 
which could be bare or in shoes, abstracts of any body part, 
etc.  All images, if they feature nudity, need to be tasteful 
and not obscene or shocking. No restrictions on editing in 
camera or via computer software, as long as it is clear that 
the image started out as a photograph.

August 2016
Open – The Open category allows photographers 
to submit images of any subject matter. Members are 
encouraged to explore photographic techniques and 
subjects outside their usual style.

September 2016
Flowers – Pictures of any type of flower, group of flowers, 
abstracts of flowers, etc. No restrictions on editing in cam-
era or via computer software, as long as it is clear that the 
image started out as a photograph.

October 2016
Denver Tech Ctr. or Denver Zoo – Images taken at either 
the Denver Zoo or around the Denver Tech Center. Denver 
Tech Center can include things like Inverness. No restric-
tions on editing in camera or via computer software, as 
long as it is clear the image started out as a photograph.

November 2016
Open – The Open category allows photographers 
to submit images of any subject matter. Members are 
encouraged to explore photographic techniques and 
subjects outside their usual style.

For info about entering prints or digital images, size 
requirements, or any other details about Focus club 
competitions, visit our website and download a PDF of the 
FCC Competition Rules for reference.

http://focuscolorado.com/competitionrulespdf
http://focuscolorado.com/competitionrulespdf
http://focuscolorado.com/competition-definitions/


Focus Camera Club 2016 Membership Form
Annual Dues: $40 per individual ( after July 2016, $30 ).

Make your check payable to "Focus Camera Club."

Our club has multiple levels of competition: f5.6, f8, f11 and f16. All new members wishing to en-
ter our competitions are required to submit samples of their work. A portfolio review will estab-
lish the appropriate level for you to compete in. 

In order to ascertain what competition group you will join, we ask that you submit a CD of 5-10 
of your recent images to our Competition Committee.  (Images should be 1024 pixels on the long 
side.)  Do a cross section of your work. The point is to place you in a comfortable spot where your 
photographic skills can grow.

They can be reached via email at Competitions@FocusColorado.com  If you have any questions, 
please contact them directly or visit Focuscolorado.com/competition-rules for further info.

If you have questions about the club and its "workings", please feel free to contact Cecilia Broder 
via email at M  embership@  F  ocus  C  olorado.com .

You can also visit the Membership page on our website at FocusColorado.co  m/membership

Remember…your membership dues must be current (paid by March 11, 2016) in order to compete 
in our monthly photo competitions.

Please print clearly and sign below

Name

Address

City, ST Zip

Home Phone

Work Phone

Email  Address

By providing your email address above you are giving us permission to email you our monthly 
Newsletter, occasional notices about updates to the Focus Colorado website, and other club 
news. You may, at any time, request to be removed from all email notifications.

Signature

Bring this form to the next Focus Camera Club meeting or mail it, along with your check, to:
Focus Membership c/o Brian Donovan, 5901 S. Akron Way, Greenwood Village, CO  80111

http://focuscolorado.com/
http://focuscolorado.com/
mailto:membership@focuscolorado.com?subject=Focus%20Club%20membership
mailto:membership@focuscolorado.com?subject=Focus%20Club%20membership
mailto:membership@focuscolorado.com?subject=Focus%20Club%20membership
mailto:membership@focuscolorado.com?subject=Focus%20Club%20membership
mailto:membership@focuscolorado.com?subject=Focus%20Club%20membership
mailto:membership@focuscolorado.com?subject=Focus%20Club%20membership
http://focuscolorado.com/competition-rules/
mailto:Competitions@FocusColorado.com
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