
Photos in this issue are from last month's 'Winter' competition.

The Lights are on and It's Last Call!
Focus annual dues must be paid by March 3rd Program meeting. 
Failure to do so means you don't get to compete. Write those 
checks! Get the membership form at the Focus Website.

This Month's Featured Article
Quick tips for a variety of photo situations from our own Russ 
Burden. Read more here...
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Photo Tips for Action, Travel, and Portrait Pictures
By Russ Burden

Use these quick photo tips to make better photos in many shooting situations. I wanted to share a list of 
tips for multiple subjects - consider them a quick reference for given subjects. The beauty is the tips don’t 
have to be restricted to the given titled subject. For instance, if you’re primarily an action photographer, 
apply some of what you read to your travel and people shots - you get the idea!

How to capture action pictures
Quick Tip #1 - Action: 

Use Your ISO Strategically: in lower light levels, raise your ISO. 
Run some tests to see where your tolerance for noise is maximized. 
Full frame sensor cameras handle higher ISO’s better than crop 
sensors. Let the size of the enlargement dictate what ISO to use.

Purchase Fast Glass: lenses with apertures of f2.8 / f4 allow more 
light to strike the sensor than variable apertures that stop down to 
5.6 or slower. The more the lens can absorb light, the higher the 
corresponding shutter speed. Obviously, high shutter speeds are 
needed to freeze the action.

Get Creative: when all else fails with regards to obtaining a fast 
shutter speed, go with the flow. What I prefer is to use the slow 
shutter speed to your advantage. Rather than try to freeze the ac-
tion and have it look like a mistake, pan with your subject to create 
an artistic feel. Zoom the lens during a long exposure to give an 
explosive look. 
In other words, let the slow shutter speed work for you. 

Travel Photo Tips
Quick Tip #2 - Travel: 

Zooms for Efficiency: weight vs quality. It’s a topic often discussed. Given the 
quality of today’s lenses, the quality issue doesn’t factor in the way it used 
to. A nice easy and light way to travel is with an 18-70 and a 70-200. One of 
those lenses should be fast with an aperture of 2.8 to get great results for 
low light situations.

Research: Holland is known for its tulips. BUT, what if you assume they 
bloom all year, you randomly choose some dates, and it turns out to be the 
worst possible time to visit the fields? 

The desert bloom is a spectacle to behold as is fall color. BUT, at what eleva-
tion do the trees live that determines when they change? At what latitude 
do they reside that determines when they change? 
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At what time of year does the desert bloom and what dictates a good year from a bad idea? Get the pic-
ture as to why it’s essential to first and foremost, do research?

Flash: With travel photography, many images of the native inhabitants will be made. Many of those pics 
will be created in the middle of the day - the worst possible light if it’s sunny. To tame the contrast, bring 
a flash to add light to the shadow areas of the face. This becomes even more important if the subject 
wears a hat.

Natural Light Portraits
Quick Tip #3 - Natural Light Portraits:

Bright Overcast: great portrait light occurs on a bright overcast 
day. The light mimics the wrap around effect of a studio strobe 
enclosed in a soft box. The contrast is soft which makes it easy to 
produce an evenly and well lit portrait.

Look For Open Shade: if the sun shines bright, look for an over-
hang, a large tree, the side of a building, or anything else that 
provides soft even shadows. The effect will be the same as if it’s 
bright overcast.

Modify the Light: A flash can be used to help tame contrasty 
light. It adds light to the darker parts of the subject’s face which 
in turn helps reduce the bright highlights. The end result is a 
more evenly lit photo. 

A reflector can also be added to create the same contrast reduc-
ing effect as a flash. Finally, a large diffuser can be held over the 
subject to provide soft even light for a tight head shot.
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Program and Competition Schedules

Program Schedule Competition Schedule

03/03/15 Presentation – Putting in Your 
Two Cents – Critiquing & Judging 
Photographic Imagery by Jeff 
Johnson

03/17/15 Subject – Glass

03/31/15 Mentor Meeting

04/07/15 Presentation – Right Place At The 
Right Time by Glenn Randall

04/21/15 Subject – Open

05/05/15 Presentation – Portraiture (Studio 
and Non-Studio) by Cliff Lawson

05/19/15 Subject – Wet

March 3 Program with Jeff Johnson
Is there a difference between critique and judging? In this program, Jeff Johnson will provide us with 
information on how to constructively and positively critique photographic images as well as how to fairly 
judge and review an image for competition. Critiquing and judging are two distinctively different pro-
cesses that are often confused or used interchangeably. 

And what’s worse…both words typically strike fear in the hearts of photographers. Come learn how 
constructive criticism and photographic competitions can be a great learning tool and how they can help 
you become an incredible image-maker.  All it takes…is the right point of view!

In addition to describing what critiquing and judging are, Jeff will describe 
the similarities,  differences, and the advantages of each, and teach us how 
to give a positive and constructive critique. This will help each of us to be 
objective in the assessment of our own work. Really…it is possible!

This Month's Competition is Glass
Our official definition is straightforward - Photos in which glass or glass 
objects dominate the composition.

That should be easy enough to run with. Glass objects are all around us. 

Your winning image may be as close as your kitchen...

If you need the Competition Entry forms or the template for the stick-on labels, you can get 
both from the Focus website on the Competition Rules page.
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February 'Winter' Competition Results
Media Artist Image Title Score

f8 Color Jeff Jensen Running Out of Steam 10

Digital Cecilia Broder In Thought 9

Jeff Owens Winter Fun 9

Elmer Paetow Cold and Hungry 9

Jeff Owens Iconic Russia 10
f11 Color Jim Doolittle Oak & Ice 10

Kristen Smith Black Capped Chickadee 10

Gary Witt Seasonal Indifference 10

Digital Wayne Corrigan Mount Sopris 9

Brian Donovan Frozen Curves 9

Brian Donovan Snow Cone 9

Danny Lam Intruder 9

Fred Larke Snowy and Sad 9

Butch Mazzuca Catching Some Air 9

Bill Rothenmeyer Evening at Devils Garden 9

Bill Rothenmeyer North Park, Colorado 9

Kristen Smith Chatfield 9

A.J. Spong Walking the Curve 9

Dick York Deep Freeze 9

Dick York Bleak Winter 9

William Brant Winter Blown Shadows 10

Todd Christensen Breckenridge in Winter 10

John Grevillius Blizzard 10

John Grevillius Winter Feast 10

Rich Hayes Winter Wonderland 10

David Irwin Eight Below is Downright Cold 10

Fred Larke Climb 10

A.J. Spong Winter Morning 10
f16 Color Peggy Dietz January in Minnesota 9

Peggy Dietz Ice Portal 9

Marv Mickelson Cold Stone 9

Joe Bonita Brrrr in Red & Yellow 10

Digital Nancy Myer Clearing Winter Storm – Red Rocks 9

Nancy Myer Japanese Garden in the Snow 9

Mary Paetow Morning Glow 9

Leander Urmy Winter Tapestry 9

Todd Lytle Snowed In 10

Mary Paetow Bear Hug 10
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f16 Digital Oz Pfenninger Frozen 10
(con't) Oz Pfenninger Ice Feather 10

Leander Urmy Nice Day for a Walk 10

Monochrome Oz Pfenninger Wintry Day at the Museum 9

Joe Bonita Jackie Frost 10

Remember to send your winning Print images to Webmaster@FocusColorado.com for the online galleries.
And please use the same naming conventions as we do for Digital Submissions. 
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Calls For Entries & Photo Contests
C4FAP – Black and White 2015
We welcome all artist interpretations on this theme. All capture types and photographic processes are 
eligible to submit.  JUROR: Roy L. Flukinger

Entries due: March 18, 2015 Visit the C4FAP website for complete information and entry details.

C4FAP - Center Forward
This is an open themed call for entry. We welcome all artist interpretations on this theme. All capture 
types and photographic processes are eligible to submit.  Juror: Hamidah Glasgow

Entries Due: May 13, 2015

Hamidah Glasgow is the Executive Director and Curator at The Center for Fine Art Photography. Ms. Glas-
gow is dedicated to the advancement of artist's careers and has created a vibrant community of artists, 
gallerists and curators who collaborate to promote both emerging and established artists. 

Visit the C4FAP website for details on submitting for this show.

Outdoor Photographer – American Landscape contest
Do we really need a description about what this contest is all about? This is the fourth year OP has run it 
and there have always been exceptional images entered. Entries accepted through April 9, 2015.

Visit the OP website for entry info, rules and the big list of prizes.

Local Photo Opps and Events
Russ Burden Photo Tours www.russburdenphotography.com 303.791.9997

2015 Upcoming Tours and Dates

  Mar 31 - Apr 11, Tanzania African Safari

  Apr 14 - Apr 25, Tanzania African Safari (Expert 
photo instruction from two professional photogra-
phers. You’ll receive constant tips and hints of what 
and how to photograph during every session.)

  May 9 - 15,  Monument Valley / Slot Canyons

  May 24 - June 2,  Oregon Coast - 10 day trip

  July 11-17, Colorado Wildflowers and Alpine 
Scenery

  July 24-30, Glacier National Park Tour 1

  July 31 – Aug 6, Glacier National Park Tour 2

Eye of the Camera Show
The Littleton Fine Arts Board is holding its annual show Feb 20 – March 29. You can see the show at the 
Littleton Museum at 6028 S. Gallup St.

A number of Focus members have their work in the show, including Danny Lam, Todd Christensen, Ron 
Cooper, Cecilia Broder, Mary Paetow, Jeff Jensen, and Sam Howard. And a few got Best of Show! Congrats.
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Glen Randall Workshops
Our April presenter, Glen Randall, has a number of work-
shops later this year you may be interested in. Some are 
many months away, but I'm sure they fill up fast, so I 
wanted to give you enough advanced notice. All the de-
tails, dates, registration, and PDF downloads are on his 
Workshops page.

The San Juans in Autumn – Oct 2-4

Group Workshops in Rocky Mountain National Park

Mastering the Art and Science of Landscape 
Photography, June 12 (evening) to June 14, 2015

Mastering the Art and Science of Landscape 
Photography, August 14 (evening) to August 16, 2015

Shooting the Stars, June 20, 2015 (only two 
spaces left!) and July 18, 2015

He will also be doing a few classes at the Colorado Photography Festival in August. See his website and 
the Colorado Photography Festival website for all the info.

Durango Workshop with Jeff Greene
Capture the striking beauty of Durango and Southwestern Colorado during this intensive four-day photography  
& video workshop with digital photography professionals Jeff Greene and Sharon Levy Freed.  Photographic 
highlights include  the world famous Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad, Mesa Verde National Park, 
mountain bikers, 1800’s mining town Silverton, CO, and much more… July 20-23, 2015.

Visit the workshop website for more details, pricing, and do put a deposit down to reserve your spot.

Frame #37
A collection of extra tidbits I've discovered during the past few weeks.

— Would you like to give HDR a shot? Don't know where to start? The folks at LightStalking have a 
collection of tips and tools so you can master HDR.

— If you shoot portraits, you likely have a 1.8 or 1.4 lens that you love to use wide open for that beautiful 
Bokeh. But shooting wide open in bright sunlight can be a challenge. Here's a few quick tips.

 You should make photographs with your heart, mind, eye & soul. The capture device is 
simply there to allow you to transfer your vision to a medium that you can share with others. 

- Bill Frakes
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