
Photos in this issue are from last month's 'Dominant Color' competition. See all the winners online.

April Showers Bring May Flowers
Which is sweet news for some of our members. Whether you're 
hunting in your backyard, or visiting Hudson Gardens, be sure to 
read Russ's article and attend Joe's presentation.

And if you REALLY want to immerse yourself in alpine flowers 
you should mark your calendar for Crested Butte Wildflower 
Festival in July.  Website is here so you can start planning.

This Month's Featured Article
With Joe's presentation, and a macro competition coming up in a 
few months, I think this ties in nicely. (But certainly don't miss 
Jeff's presentation in July!)  Read more here...
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Focus Camera Club Monthly Meetings
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Importance of Depth of Field with Macro Subjects
By Russ Burden

When it comes to macro photography, depth of field is critical in that subject magnification is extreme. Use the  
following tips to help you better understand how to produce a good look in your macro subjects.

Photography is an art form. Creativity, light, and composition all come into play to determine if a photo
graph is visually exciting. These are but a few of the artistic aspects that impact the success of a picture. 
But to create a beautifully artistic image, there are numerous technical aspects that must be learned and 
applied to continuously turn out great images that display creativity, good light, and excellent composi
tion. Such things include proper exposure, sharpness, adequate depth of field, judicious use of ISO, correct 
use of filters, and more. 

When it comes to macro photography, depth of field is critical in that subject magnification is extreme. 
It’s with this in mind I share the following tips to help you better understand what measures should be 
incorporated to produce a good look to your macro subjects.

Depth of field is the distance between the closest and farthest points in the photo that appear sharp. 
Factors that control depth of field are the focal length of the lens, the working aperture, the distance of 
the background from the subject, the distance of the foreground from the subject, and the amount of 
magnification of the subject. Focus is placed at a specific point in the composition and all the above fac
tors come into play to determine how much focus falls in front and in back of that point. With macro sub
jects, all factors are amplified.

THE WORKING APERTURE: 

Wide open apertures of f2.8 / f4 / f5.6 provide 
the least amount of depth of field. Apertures of 
f16 / f22 / f32 provide the most. If you want to 
extend the range of focus in the image, stop 
the lens down to f16 or smaller. If you want to 
create less depth of field, open the lens to your 
widest setting. 

Note the difference in the depth of field in the 
two photos of the day lily. The one with less 
was photographed using an aperture of f4. The 
one with greater depth of field was made using 
an aperture of f22.

 

FOCUS POINT: 

Depth of field with macro subjects is measured in millimeters. This being the case, the focus point it criti
cal. A photo of a bee with a sharp body but out of focus eye falls short of expectations. Place the focus 
point on the most important part of the subject. 
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A method I find works better than autofocus is to put the camera into manual focus mode, obtain the 
subject magnification you desire, and instead of focusing the lens, carefully move the camera back and 
forth. When you see the point at which you want pop into focus, press the shutter.

SELECTIVE FOCUS: 

This technique is used to draw the viewer’s 
eye to a specific location of the photo. It’s 
natural for the eye to go to areas within a 
photo that are in focus and ignore parts that 
are not. 

This being the case, use a wide open aper
ture and focus on a single plane. Subject 
matter in back and in front of the focus point 
will fall out of the range of focus. The result 
is a sharp subject that draws the eye to just 
that part of the picture.

 

BACKGROUND FOREGROUND DISTANCE: 

If it’s your goal to incorporate the selective focus technique, it’s essential you understand the importance 
of how subject distance from the background and/or foreground effects depth of field. If the subject is 
butted up to what’s behind or in front of it, depending on the amount of magnification, it may be impossi
ble to throw either significantly enough out of focus to produce the effect. The greater the distance be
tween the subject and the fore/background, the easier it is to create the selective focus look.

FLAT VS. CURVED PLANE: 

If a subject is flat and exists on a single plane, a 
wide aperture can be used to render the entire im
age in focus. But with macro subjects, even a slight 
curvature can wreak havoc. It’s essential an aperture 
that enables the curved surface to fall into focus is 
utilized. Stop the lens down and make the image. 

To verify all planes are sharp, zoom in to the image 
on the LCD and scroll through the entire area. If 
necessary, use a smaller aperture to render every
thing in focus. If you get to f22 and still can’t ac
quire the necessary depth of field, don’t despair. 

A great trick is to back off the zoom and remake the photo. In that one aspect of depth of field is depen
dent upon subject magnification, if it’s less magnified, there’s more inherent depth of field! I’ve used this 
method numerous times and it’s a great fix.
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Program and Competition Schedules

Program Schedule Competition Schedule

05/01/14 Presentation – Sharpness Pre and 
Post Exposure by Joe Bonita

05/15/14 Subject – Open

05/29/14 5th Thursday Mentoring - Member Critiques

06/05/14 Presentation – Urban Photogra
phy by Erin Brinkley-Burgardt

06/19/14 Subject – Cityscapes

07/03/14 Presentation – The Beautiful 
World of Macro Photography by 
Jeff Johnson

07/17/14 Subject – Open

May 1 Program with Joe Bonita
Maximizing image sharpness at various distances using depth of field has baffled every photographer 
from time to time. Focus Camera Club member, Joe Bonita, will present a program on May 1st that delves 
into this troublesome issue. This program will include why depth of field exists in photography and how 
to determine the necessary aperture for a given situation, including the use of the hyperfocal distance.

In addition, Joe will cover processing to sharpen soft images and to provide the illusion of sharpness.  
Included will be a discussion of the sharpening features included in most image editors and their limita
tions, as well as third party software which avoids these limitations.

Joe is self-taught photographer, highly creative, and a recipient of numerous awards. From Joe's previous 
programs we know his personality and experience will bring life to the program and enlighten us on this 
important subject.

This Month's Competition is Open
Competition Judge - Kelly Rush – The Open category allows photographers to submit images of any subject 
matter. Members are encouraged to explore photographic techniques and subjects outside their usual style.

I challenge you go out and create a new image for this month. Don't go digging around your Lightroom 
catalog, folders on your hard drive, box of negatives/slides, or seeing what prints you can pull off your 
wall to submit. Go MAKE something fresh and new! An image that's not your typical style!
If you need the Competition Entry forms or the template for the stick-on labels, you can get both from the Focus website on 
the Competition Rules page.
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April 'Dominant Color' Comp. Results
Media Artist Image Title Score

f5.6 Color Jan Fuiks Forest and Pond 9

Digital Jeff  Owens The Community of Churches 9

Elmer Paetow Red Spire 10
f8 Digital Wayne Corrigan Bricks and Mortar 10

Brian Donovan Exuberant Red 10

Brian Donovan Roses Are Red 9

David Irwin When the Rocks Turn Red 9

Diane Katzenberger White on White 9

Butch Mazzuca Sunset Crossing 10

Butch Mazzuca Saphira 10

A.J. Spong Blue Twins 9
f11 Color Jimmy Doolittle Window View 9

Frank Gibbs Fill Er UP 9

Rich Hayes Torn From the Pages of History 9

Mary Paetow Heart of the Canyon 10

Oz Pfenninger The Launch 9

Gary Witt Late Day Surprise 9

Digital Ron Cooper One Glass Half Full 10

Gigi Embrechts Delightful Dahlia 10

Gigi Embrechts Distorted 9

Barbara Kennedy Fall Leaves 9

Todd Lytle Who's Drivin' These Boats 10

Mary Paetow Feather Fandango 10

Karl Peschel Dead Treads 10

Oz Pfenninger Pausing 10

Oz Pfenninger Window with Character 10

Leander Urmy Emergency Ladder 9

Leander Urmy Red Edged Succulent 9

Monochrome Jimmy Doolittle Taking a Dip 10

Gary Witt Earthly Flair 9

Dick York Ocean Sunset in Slow Speed 9

Dick York Night Lights 9
f16 Color Joe Bonita Bridge at Dusk 10

Guy Geoly A Detroit Redskin 10

Cliff Lawson The Coming Storm 9

Digital Nancy Myer Radiant Ruff (Dahlia) 10

Monochrome Joe Bonita High Key Acacias 10

Guy Geoly Solar Eclipse 10

Cliff Lawson Nick 89 9
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Calls For Entries & Photo Contests

C4FAP - Still Life
The theme is Still Life. All subject matter and photographic 
processes are welcome.

Deadline: May 29, 2014

Juror: Rebecca Senf

Rebecca Senf is the Norton Family Curator of Photography, a 
joint appointment at the Center for Creative Photography and 
the Phoenix Art Museum. Senf earned a Ph.D. in Art History at 
Boston University.

Visit the C4FAP website for complete info and entry details.

Local Photo Opps and Events
Russ Burden Photo Tours www.russburdenphotography.com 303.791.9997

2014 Photo Trips

  May 10 - 16, Monument Valley / Slot Canyons

  Custom Group / Dates, Arches + Canyonlands 
National Parks - includes 5 days of Photoshop 
instruction

  May 24 - June 2, Oregon Coast - 10 day trip

  June 14 - 20, Tetons and Yellowstone Natl. Parks in 
Spring

  July 12 - 18, Colorado Wildflowers and Alpine 
Scenery

  July 24 - 30, Glacier National Park: Tour #1

  July 31 - Aug 6, Glacier National Park: Tour #2

Colorado Photography Festival
The 4th Annual Colorado Photography Festival will be held from June 7-14, 2014. Ten of the nation's pre
mier photographers will give instruction in the classroom and in the field on numerous aspects of profes
sional photography, from capturing your images to optimizing them in Lightroom. This year's instructors 
are Glenn Randall, Dan Ballard, Russ Burden, Andy Cook, Jay Goodrich, Jan Kabili, Mike Berenson, Joseph 
Roybal, Gene Tewksbury, and Grant Collier. 

The cost to register is $125 and gets you in The Symposium on Saturday, June 7. Everyone at the sympo
sium will be entered into a raffle, where we will give away many photography products.

When you register, you'll have the option to join any of the other classes at an additional cost.

Full info, registration, and a schedule is at the Festival website.
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Wildlife Photography at the Denver Zoo
Join Mike's Camera and Denver Zoo for a wild photography 
workshop. You’ll get class instruction followed by an early 
morning private, up-close animal experience and a guided 
walking tour at the Denver Zoo where you’ll get hands-on 
photography instruction long before the doors opens to the 
public. Then you’ll be able to share the images you shot at 
the zoo with the group during a follow up image critique.

Your evening pre-safari class will consist of tips and tricks 
for improving your composition, instruction on exposure, 
exposure value, and controlling depth of field for achieving 
stunning wildlife images.

When: Thursday May 29, Sunday June 1 & Tuesday June 3

Register early as these workshops are limited to only 25 
people! Visit the Mike's Camera website for complete de
tails on this photo adventure and to register.

Frame #37
A collection of extra tidbits I've discovered during the past few weeks.

— Lots of folks talk about what your should or need to do to take certain 
types of images. Well, there are also some places to show you what NOT 
to do. Like YouAreNotAPhotographer.com

— Stumbled across “11 photo lessons every pro learned the hard way” 
while reading everything on the interwebs.  Lesson #9 is something I 
think every photog needs to master.

— Inexpensive, but useful, tools to add to your camera bag. See the list 
over at the Phoblographer blog.

— One of my favorite sites is Stupid Easy Paleo. I know, not photo related, 
but I adopted the Paleo lifestyle over 2 years ago and it's on my weekly 
reading list. Most of the food photos are shot by the site owner and she's 
got a great article about DIY cheap backgrounds for tabletop images.

 There is nothing worse than a sharp image of a fuzzy concept. 
- Ansel Adams 
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One Glass Half Full by Ron Cooper

http://focuscolorado.com/
http://stupideasypaleo.com/2014/03/30/diy-photography-background-no-tools-required/
http://www.thephoblographer.com/2014/04/19/15-affordable-items-can-make-world-difference-photography/
http://www.photoventure.com/2014/03/18/11-photo-lessons-every-pro-learned-the-hard-way/
http://youarenotaphotographer.com/
http://mikescamera.com/wildlife-photography-denver-zoo.html
http://Facebook.com/focuscolorado

	April Showers Bring May Flowers
	This Month's Featured Article
	Importance of Depth of Field with Macro Subjects
	Program and Competition Schedules
	May 1 Program with Joe Bonita
	This Month's Competition is Open

	April 'Dominant Color' Comp. Results
	Calls For Entries & Photo Contests
	C4FAP - Still Life

	Local Photo Opps and Events
	Russ Burden Photo Tours www.russburdenphotography.com 303.791.9997
	Colorado Photography Festival
	Wildlife Photography at the Denver Zoo

	Frame #37

