
Photos in this issue are from last month's 'Landscape' competition.

Confused about Abstracts?
Abstracts and Altered Reality are somewhat challenging for many 
Focus members. We've got you covered with this month's Pro
gram.  We called in an expert on Abstracts so everyone can make 
the most of the competition in March.

Don't miss this opportunity. Make sure Feb. 6 is reserved on your 
calendar for Ellen's presentation.

Oh yeah. Don't forget...

Membership Dues for 2014 need to be paid by March 6.  
Visit the Membership page on the website or check your January 
newsletter for the form.

This Month's Featured Article
Keep your cool when venturing out in the cold. Read more here...
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Focus Camera Club Monthly Meetings

Meetings are held the First Thursday and Third Tuesday of each month. Our meeting place is in The Community Room at the 
Greenwood Village City Hall, 6060 S. Quebec St. (That’s on the east side of Quebec just south of Orchard Rd.) Get a Google 
Map by clicking here. Meetings start promptly at 7 PM and will end around 9:45 PM so we can be out by 10 PM.
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Cold Weather Photo Tips, Tricks, and Techniques
By Russ Burden

Frost Filled Fun - now that’s hot. Actually it’s very cold, so use the following cold weather tips to make your 
winter photography outings comfortable and productive. 

Break Out That New Macro Lens:

The holidays are over and Santa brought that big item on your wish list - that new macro lens. The first 
two thoughts that go through your head are to make a trip to the local indoor botanical gardens, in addi
tion to wishing it was spring so you could run it through its paces. 

Heck - why wait for either?? Go local and look for ice crystals near a pond, stream, or even make your own 
and let water freeze in the backyard. Create icicles with a slow drip from a garden hose and give the lens 
a test drive. If the forecast is for an overnight freeze, get out the spray bottle and spritz your outside win
dows. Set the alarm so when the sun comes up, you’ll have nice warm light on frost patterns. Use a tripod 
to maximize sharpness with a small aperture. Wait for a fresh snow and move in close on snow that 
clutches a bare branch. Winter opens many macro doors if you think about the possibilities.

Dress For The Occasion: 

A comfortable photographer is a happy photogra
pher and a happy photographer stays in the field 
longer making photos. To stay comfortable, it’s es
sential you remain warm. My hands are my first 
thought holding a cold camera and tripod. I start 
with a glove liner that’s thin enough to easily oper
ate the controls of my camera. Last year I found the 
perfect first line of defense at Costco. The liners are 
thin yet provide more warmth than a basic cotton 
liner I used to use. I loved them so much, I went back 
and bought four pairs, in case they weren’t brought 
back to inventory. 

On top of the liner, I wear a fold back mitten. The 
part that covers my four fingers folds back to reveal 
them. When it gets too cold, I fold the mitten part back over my fingers to thaw them out. On very cold 
days, I insert a chemical hand warmer and I can remain in the field a long time. 

On my feet I wear silk liners inside fleece socks along with a winter hiking boot. It if gets very cold, I will 
include chemical toe warmers. 

On my head I wear a thick fleece hat and I also wear a hooded sweatshirt and use it as necessary to regu
late my comfort level. I dress in performance layers that starts with breathable long johns and I work up 
to a jacket that has zippered arm pits to control how much air I let in or out.
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Prep Your Gear: 

My tripod gets cold, which transfers the low temperature to my hands. Instead of 
grabbing the cold legs of the tripod, I have foam insulation around the top sec
tion of each leg that doesn’t get as chilled. This keeps my hands happier. With 
regards to my camera, I bring a few extra batteries and keep them in my pocket 
so they retain some of my body heat. This keeps them active longer. The cold 
sucks the life out of batteries so the warmer I keep them, the longer I can shoot. 

Show Them Off: 

When the winter winds down, you’ll now have lots of great images captured in 
the cold. Be proud of them and show them off. Post an album to Facebook or 
tweet out the pics as you make them. 

When the cold weather wanes, create a Winter Album of your best pics and share 
it online with your friends or make a photo book of your efforts. Include images of your friends and think 
about presenting it as a birthday gift later in the year. With all the image sharing sites nowadays, it’s easy 
to create a finished product. 

Keep the Snow White: 

To render snow as true white in a photograph, it’s dependent upon 
two settings - exposure and color temperature. If the exposure is 
too dark, the snow will look gray and dingy. If it’s too light, high
light detail is lost and it looks too bright. 

Bias the exposure so the histogram is pushed to the right side, but 
be very aware there are no spikes on the right edge. If there are, 
detail in the brightest areas will be lost. Use minus exposure com
pensation to move the histogram to the left if there is a spike. Use 
plus compensation to move the histogram to the right, but no so 
much as to create a spike. 

With regards to color balance, if you shoot RAW, which I encourage, 
it can be tweaked when the image is processed. If you shoot jpg, 
it’s essential you get the proper color temperature at the time of 
capture. 

On a sunny day, the snow in the shadow areas will be blue due to 
the sky reflecting its color onto the snow’s surface. To offset this, 
set the color temperature manually or try Shade. 

If the entire image comes out looking too warm, correct those areas when you post process.
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Program and Competition Schedules

Program Schedule Competition Schedule

02/06/14 Presentation – Abstract Photo-
graphy by Ellen Yeiser

02/20/14 Subject – Open

03/06/14 Presentation – Telling Stories 
with Photos by Mark Osler

03/20/14 Subject – Abstracts

04/10/14 Presentation – TBA 4/24/14 Subject – Dominant Color

February 6 Program with Ellen Yeiser
Colorado photographer Ellen Yeiser loves creating abstract art.  During her interactive slide show presen
tation Ellen will define abstract photography, the history of abstract art, and share tips for obtaining the 
best abstract images.  Ellen will present her own abstract photos, many with water as a subject.

Ellen is a fine art photographer, specializing in abstract, water, and intimate landscape. She has exhibited 
her work at numerous Colorado galleries, including, RULE Gallery, The Foothills Art Center, Gallery 910 
Arts, The Center for Fine Art Photography, Flash Gallery, and Blue Dot gallery. 

She has also had her worked shown in California and Florida. She teaches photography for Englewood 
Camera and Digital Photo Academy. 

This Month's Competition is Open
So watcha gonna do?!?! Pick one of last year's subjects? Try to emulate 
another club member's style? Do something crazy like throw your camera 
in the air? Any of those would be acceptable. Go have fun.

If you need the Competition Entry forms or the template for the stick-on labels, you can 
get both from the Focus website on the Competition Rules page.

A Note about the Abstracts definition (March competi
tion subject)
. ..it's been modified slightly. The new Definition for Abstracts is:

Abstract art uses the visual language of form, curves, focus, texture, color and  
line to create a composition that exists independently of visual references to  
the world.  A good abstract may have reality in it, it just is not about that re
ality.  (For example, a water abstract may have images of water in it…but the  
abstract composition is not JUST about the water.)

 A revised Competition Definitions and Schedule for 2014 is on the last page of this newsletter.
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January Landscapes Competition Results
Media Artist Image Title Score

F8 Digital Wayne Corrigan Barren Land 9
David Irwin The Stark Landscape 9
Diane Katzenberger Early Fall Snow 9
Fred Larke Twisting River 9
Butch Mazzuca Balance Rock 10
Butch Mazzuca Rattlesnake Canyon 10

F11 Digital Leander Urmey Sunset From David Lorenz Park 9
Oz Pfenninger Eroded Valley 10

Color Rich Hayes Hidden Falls 9
Todd Lytle Dunes & Sky 9
Ron Cooper Barolo Vinyards 9
Oz Pfenninger Majestic Glacier 10

Monochrome Ron Cooper Zabriskie Point 10
F16 Digital Nancy Myer Tree in the Gardens – Spring 9

Color Peggy Dietz Overlooking Monarch Pass 10
Monochrome Dan Greenberg Steaming Landscape 9

Remember to send your winning Print images to Webmaster@FocusColorado.com for the online galleries.

By the numbers...
With the new scoring/ranking system starting this year you won't see any 1st, 2nd, 3rd listings in the news
letter anymore. We're only listing the 9's and 10's, and those images will also go in the website galleries.
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Barren Land by Wayne Corrigan

Eroded Valley by Oz Pfenninger
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Calls For Entries & Photo Contests
American Landscape – Outdoor Photographer
Since everyone just culled through their best images for the January competition it should be easy to pick 
out a couple to enter in this contest. You can win DSLR camera gear, the Tamron 24-70/2.8 VC, and get 
published in the mag.

Deadline for Submissions: March 6, 2014  Visit the contest website for complete info and submissions.

Wilderness Photo Competition
B&H Photo, Video and Pro-Audio, Wilder
ness Safaris, and South African Airways 
are pleased to present to you the B&H 
Wilderness Photo Competition, the most 
exciting outdoor photography contest 
there is. B&H, known as the professional's 
source, has been serving the imaging com
munity worldwide for nearly 40 years. 
Wilderness Safaris is a conservation 
organization and ecotourism company 

dedicated to responsible tourism throughout the areas in which it operates in Africa. South African Air
ways is Africa's most awarded airline. 

Together, they have created two incredible prize packages— two all-expense paid African safaris (some 
restrictions; see rules for complete details) for the winning photographer and his or her guest.

Entry Deadline has been extended to Feb 28th.  Visit the contest website for all the info.

Capture the Light
The 7th Digital Lightroom Photography competition. The theme of the 
competition this time around is Capture the Light, so for this round you 
need to think about natural light and how photographers can use it to cre
ative and dramatic effect.

There is no restriction on the subject of your photograph, as long as it 
clearly demonstrates the use of natural light to enhance your image.  Think 
about lighting direction and the creative use of shadows as well as light.

The prize for the best photograph will be the complete Topaz Labs collec
tion. The closing date for this round is Friday, March 7, 2014. 

Visit http://thedigitallightroom.wordpress.com/
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Zabriskie Point by Ron Cooper
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Local Photo Opps and Events
Russ Burden Photo Tours www.russburdenphotography.com 303.791.9997

2014 Photo Trips

  Feb 22 - 28,  Birds of Southern Florida: Everglades 
  / Fort Myers / West Palm

  Tanzania Photo Safari - Tour #1 Mar 31 - Apr 11,
     Tour #2 Apr 14 - Apr 25

  May 10 - 16, Monument Valley / Slot Canyons

  Custom Group / Dates, Arches + Canyonlands 
National Parks - includes 5 days of Photoshop 
instruction

  May 24 - June 2, Oregon Coast - 10 day trip

  June 14 - 20, Tetons and Yellowstone Natl. Parks in 
Spring

  July 12 - 18, Colorado Wildflowers and Alpine 
Scenery

  Aug 23 - 29, Goats and Gods: Mt Evans and Garden 
of the Gods

Monty Zucker Lighting Workshop
Monte Zucker Education produces 
educational tours for filmmakers and 
photographers. They are launching a 
lighting workshop with Bob Davis 
and Stephen Eastwood this year and 
it will be in Denver on April 15th. 

Speedlites are the portable light so
lution for photographers on location 
and on the go. 

Learn to harness the power of these small lights with big results! You can recreate any light - natural, 
studio, or strobe using Speedlites. Join Canon Explorers of Light, Bob Davis and Stephen Eastwood, in 
their workshop teaching Speedlite technology and techniques. 

The workshop is hands on with live models, and each participant will receive a free ProPic account, and 
onOne Software’s Perfect Effects 8. Check out the tour website to sign up!

RMSP Coming to Denver
The Rocky Mountain School of Photography, located in Missoula, Montana, is holding an informative 
seminar-style event in Denver, Colorado on February 22-23, 2014. Session topics include Photo Basics, 
Lightroom workflow, HDR, Landscape photography, Macro photography, Composition, and more.

Visit the RMSP website for complete details, course offerings, and to get your tickets.

RMSP is offering a special group discount for individual members of any photography group: $20 off for 
two-day registration or $10 off for one day ($139 vs. $159 for two days or $99 vs. $109 for one day). 

To obtain the discount,  register online or call (800) 394-7677 and use the group code CC0914. This will 
automatically adjust the registration fee to the above discounted amounts. 
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Secrets of Great Portrait Photography
Learn about portrait photography from a Pulitzer Prize win
ning photographer and Sony Artisan, Brian Smith! Brian 
will take you behind the scenes of his career as a celebrity 
portrait photographer and share details from his shoots 
over the last three decades. He’ll lead you through all the 
stages of a portrait shoot from pre-production and plan
ning, to lighting techniques, posing your portrait subject, 
to perfecting your shot in post-production.

Cost is $59 (and you'll get a $20 gift card to Mike's Camera) 
for the seminar on February 27th.

Visit the Mike's Camera website for complete details and to 
register for the seminar.

Orchids at Denver Botanic Gardens
Escape the chill and head inside the Boettcher Memorial 
Tropical Conservatory, Marnie's Pavilion and the Orangery 
for a balmy stroll through the breathtaking collection of 
tropical plants. Don’t miss the Orchid Showcase, on view 
through February 24 in Marnie’s Pavilion and the Orangery.

Frame #37
A collection of extra tidbits I've discovered during the past few weeks.

— Keeping track of your equipment and serial numbers is important. Let LensTag help you. Grab their app 
for Android or iPhone and register your gear. And yeah, it's free. See their FAQ for more details. And check 
out this article on Petapixel.com about the app and service.

— Grab some more helpful tips on shooting in cold weather over at the NikonUSA website.

— Feel like you've “seen it all and done it all” in Denver? Perhaps it's time for a Photo Road Trip! Whether 
you venture in state or out of country, here's a great article with tips on maximizing the experience.

 You see something happening and you bang away at it. Either you get what you saw or 
you get something else – and whichever is better you print. 

– Garry Winogrand
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Overlooking Monarch Pass by Peggy Dietz
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For Sale
Nikon Lens from Jeff
Nikon 500mm f4G VR lens. Purchased new in January 2013 for $8,400 and it remains in excellent condi
tion. Includes all original materials, plus a RRS (Really Right Stuff) foot.  Bryce at Englewood Camera 
recently inspected the lens and stated (in writing) that they if they were to sell the lens, they would 
price it between $6,799 and $6,500. 

FCC Members can call it their own for $6,500.  Serious buyers can contact Jeff Owens at 720-443-2301 to 
make arrangements to examine the lens.

Visit the Nikon USA website for details on this superb lens.

Nikon camera/lens from Karl

Nikon D90 body - This Nikon D90 body is a few 
years old, but has served me well. It's time to find it 
a new home. Camera is in great condition, though it 
does have some minor scratches on the pop off LCD 
cover, as you would expect. 
Comes with original box, battery, charger, all cables, 
software and manuals. Body price is $350.

Tamron 17-50/f2.8 - 
This is the perfect re
placement for that 18-
55 kit lens that came 
with your camera. Tam
ron's 17-50 is a constant 
F2.8 aperture through 
the whole zoom range. 
Brighter, sharper, faster 
focusing than the kit 
lens. And since this is a 
DX type lens it's nice 
and small.

In excellent condition, with caps and hood in
cluded.  Lens price is $225 (Do note this is the orig
inal 17-50 and not the newer VC (Vibration 
Compensation) lens currently in Tamron's line. But 
according to some online reviews, this lens is a tad 
sharper than the new VC model.)

Want them both? I'm selling the package for $525 firm, and I'll throw in a compact LowePro Rezo 170 AW 
bag with it. Nice one that fits the kit perfectly and still has a bit of room for extras.

Contact me at karl@kpphotography.com or 620-277-9851 to make these yours. I'll cover the shipping 
and insurance costs from Kansas to Colorado.
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Focus Camera Club
Competition Definitions and Schedule for 2014

January 2014
Landscapes – Photos of scenes that are predomi
nantly images of land forms. Man made objects 
may be present as long as they are not the primary 
subject of the image.

February 2014
Open – The Open category allows photographers 
to submit images of any subject matter. Members 
are encouraged to explore photographic tech
niques and subjects outside their usual style.

March 2014
Abstracts – Abstract art uses the visual language of 
form, curves, focus, texture, color and line to create 
a composition that exists independently of visual 
references to the world.  A good abstract may have 
reality in it, it just is not about that reality.  (For ex
ample, a water abstract may have images of water 
in it…but the abstract composition is not JUST 
about the water.)

April 2014
Dominant Color – Photos in which at least 50% of 
the content is essentially the same color.

May 2014
Open – The Open category allows photographers 
to submit images of any subject matter. Members 
are encouraged to explore photographic tech
niques and subjects outside their usual style.

June 2014
Cityscapes – Photos of houses or buildings that 
dominate the image. People or other elements 
may be included but the primary subject must be 
the buildings of a city.

July 2014
Open – The Open category allows photographers 
to submit images of any subject matter. Members 
are encouraged to explore photographic tech
niques and subjects outside their usual style.

August 2014
Close-Up – Photos of small subjects, or photos of 
small details of a larger subject if those details 
dominate the image. Only macro and closeup 
images are acceptable.

September 2014
Night Photos – Photos taken after sunset and 
before sunrise. The subject matter is unlimited but 
it must be obvious to the viewer the image was 
made at night.

October 2014
Open – The Open category allows photographers 
to submit images of any subject matter. Members 
are encouraged to explore photographic tech
niques and subjects outside their usual style.

November 2014
Repeating Patterns – Photos of naturally occurring 
or man made objects depicting repeated patterns 
of color, shape, or light and shadow. Images may be 
enhanced by modifying brightness, contrast, hue, 
saturation or sharpness. 

However, images created in photo editing software 
using filters, cloning, multiple layers, or other tech
niques to achieve a repeated pattern are not 
acceptable.

For info about entering prints or digital images, size requirements, or any other details about 
Focus club competitions, visit our website and download a PDF of the FCC Competition Rules 
for reference.

http://focuscolorado.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/FCCCompetitionRules.pdf
http://focuscolorado.com/competition-rules/
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