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Photos in this issue are from last month's 'Open' competition.

Don't Worry...Be Happy
I guess it's okay to be sad this month too since our topic is 
Happy/Sorrow is...  And remember the competition is the FIRST 
meeting of the month. Get your digital submissions in now!

If you're looking for a “merry old time” be sure to check out the 
Renaissance festival starting this month. And there's a great 
opportunity to have your artwork hanging in a new Westin hotel 
at DIA.

Okay, now get back to being happy...go out and shoot something.

This Month's Featured Article
You can easily spot a photo that uses selective focus to highlight 
the subject. This month Russ helps us understand how to achieve 
the look.  Read more here...
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Focus Camera Club Monthly Meetings

Meetings are held the First Thursday and Third Tuesday of each month. Our meeting place is in The Community Room at the 
Greenwood Village City Hall, 6060 S. Quebec St. (That’s on the east side of Quebec just south of Orchard Rd.) Get a Google 
Map by clicking here. Meetings start promptly at 7 PM and will end around 9:45 PM so we can be out by 10 PM.

Rendezvous  by Gigi Embrechts
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Finicky Focus
By Russ Burden

– The degree of sharpness is dependent upon the photographer’s desired outcome

The definition of FINICKY is, “Showing or requiring great attention to detail.”  With regards to acquiring 
precise focus, the person behind the camera needs to show great attention to detail to make sharp pho
tographs. 

Herein lies the premise of this tip. What degree of sharpness needs to be reached? Where should the 
focus point rest? How sharp is sharp? What if the photographer wants to imply motion? You get the point.

The degree of sharpness is dependent upon the photographer’s desired outcome.

As you can see, sharpness can mean differ
ent things relative to different photo
graphic situations. In this image, “finicky” 
relates to very selective focus. 

It’s a technique that’s used to draw a 
viewer’s eye to a precise point within the 
photo. It provides a message that the sur
rounding out of focus areas are not as sig
nificant as the part that’s sharp. The eye is 
drawn to the point in the photo the pho
tographer wants the viewer to notice and 
the rest of the elements become secondary.

The way to accomplish the look is to use as wide open an aperture as your lens allows. The faster the 
lens the better, as these go down to f2.8 and lower.

I own a 50mm f1.8 lens which provides amazing selective focus results. Try to get the subject as far away 
from the background and foreground elements as possible to further draw the viewer to just it.

Additionally, use a longer focal length lens as they inherently provide less depth of field. Finally, the 
closer you can get to the subject the better. The subject becomes more magnified, which in turn narrows 
the range of sharpness.

Based on the above, you’re now armed with a fast lens, it’s somewhat telephoto, you can get close to 
your subject, and if necessary, you can control its placement relative to foreground and background 
components. 
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Look for subjects that have depth so just a 
single plane can be rendered sharp. If the 
subject is one dimensional and resides on a 
flat plane the entire photo will either be in 
or out of focus and show no depth. 

Find a compositional element that stands 
out and carefully place the active focus 
point squarely upon it. 

The result you see in the viewfinder will be 
the result you get in the picture in that 
you’re viewing it with the lens wide open 
and it’s set to its widest aperture. If you like 
what you see, press the shutter and confirm 
the look on the LCD.

If you want to get even more finicky with 
selective focus, enter the macro world and 
get super close to a single flower, spoon, 
small statue, or basically anything else you 
want. There is no limitation or rule. 

Find the part of your chosen object that 
most intrigues you and move the camera 
back and forth to focus. Place the camera in 
manual focus mode as you don’t want auto 
to override the part you choose to render 
sharp. When the “look” is right, press the 
shutter. 

So be more finicky with your focus and enter the selective focus world. 

(All images in this article are © Russ Burden)
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Program and Competition Schedules

Program Schedule Competition Schedule

6/6/13 Competition Subject – Happy / 
Sorrow is...

6/18/13 Program Presentation – What is 
Photo Art Worth by Jeff Johnson

7/4/13 No meeting due to the holiday 7/16/13 Subject – Selective Focus

8/1/13 Presentation – Creative Lighting 
by Cliff Lawson & Paul DiSalvo

8/20/13 Subject – Open

** NOTE THESE CHANGES **
The June meetings are FLIPPED! Competition is 6/6 and the Program meeting is 6/18 (due to scheduling 
needs) Make SURE you get your Digital Submissions for June sent in by Tuesday the 4th at the very latest!!

Also, the July 4 meeting is canceled due to the holiday. 
We will have our Competition on July 16.

June 18 Program with Jeff Johnson
Whether you're currently selling your images, or have just 
considered it, Jeff's program will help you determine what 
your art is worth. Far too many photogs undervalue their 
work, but Jeff's experience and guidance will have you 
finding the perfect measure.

Portraits, weddings, fine art, landscapes and scenics: 
whatever your style you can profit from your photos.

Be sure to bring your questions.

The June Competition: Happy/Sorrow Is...
Our official definition is “An image that depicts or gives the  
impression either of happiness or of sorrow, or both. The sub
jects in the image need not be limited to human beings. 
Included within this category are photos of people grieving;  
babies or children smiling or crying; domestic animals ap
pearing to be sad or happy; and funeral processions. This list  
is not exhaustive.”

Images that evoke a strong emotional response will do best in this competition.

If you need the Competition Entry forms or the template for the stick-on labels, you can get both from the Focus website on 
the Competition Rules page.
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May Open Competition Results
Media Artist Image Title Score Award

f5.6 Color Mitzi Pearlman Pink Tulips 9 1st

Color Mitzi Pearlman Swan Lake 8 2nd

Digital Gwen Piña Feather Flight 9 1st

Digital Linda Slavek Captiva Island and Parkland Florida 8 2nd

Digital Judy Kahn Nostalgia 8 3rd

Monochrome Linda Slavek Whispering Grasses 8 1st
f8 Color Wayne Corrigan Pottery Pool 9 1st

Digital Gigi Embrechts Rendezvous 9 1st

Digital Richard Caverly Inside Line 9 2nd

Digital Butch Mazzuca Perturbed Lion 9 3rd

Digital Gary Witt Concave Connections 9 HM

Monochrome Gary Witt Lost in Layers 8 1st
f11 Color Peggy Dietz Midnight Tulips 10 1st

Color Oz Pfenninger Look Into My Eye 10 2nd

Color Oz Pfenninger Frayed Ropes 9 3rd

Color Frank Gibbs Radiance 9 HM

Digital Nancy Myer Nature's Magic Carpet 10 1st

Digital Karl Peschel Cleared for Takeoff 9 2nd

Digital Oz Pfenninger Sand Dune Detail 9 3rd

Digital Leander Urmey Backlit and Bokeh 9 HM

Digital Marilyn Clark No Wonder It's the Road Less Traveled 8 HM

Monochrome Oz Pfenninger Straps & Screens 9 1st

Monochrome Frank Gibbs Patterns 9 2nd
f16 Color Cliff Lawson Cool Gloves 10 1st

Digital Dan Greenberg Retired in a Beautiful Place 10 1st

Digital Joe Bonita Serengeti Scenic 9 2nd

Monochrome Cliff Lawson A Hard Day's Work 10 1st

Remember to send your winning Print images to Webmaster@FocusColorado.com for the online galleries.
(sRGB JPG files at 600px on the long side are exactly what I need)
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Calls For Entries & Photo Contests
C4FAP – Center Forward
Entry Deadline: June 26

Photography, perhaps more than any other 
medium, seems inextricably linked to an increas
ingly complex modern world constantly unfolding 
in new and unexpected ways. Its ability to capture 
our cultural changes, the environments we inhabit, 
and the thoughts we keep play a vital role in giv
ing us greater insights into our world and our
selves. In the 2013 Center Forward exhibit we are 
interested in exploring this unique quality of pho
tography, therefore the theme is open and all sub
ject matter is welcome.

Visit the C4FAP website for complete details.

Tamron Travel Photo Contest
Theme: Travel Photography

Submission: Build your 3D virtual exhibit with your 
best travel shots taken with a Tamron lens. The 
winning exhibit will be selected based on overall 
image quality of the collection.

Guest Judge: Kevin Gilligan (www.photosbykag.
com)

Deadline: September 30, 2013

Visit the Tamron contest page for complete info.

Westin Hotel / DIA call
Deadline: June 16, 2013

(Short notice, yes. But I just heard about this opportunity.) 

We are proud to announce that Denver International Airport and Westin Hotel plan to feature the work of tal
ented Colorado based artists and designers in the guest rooms and public circulation areas of the Westin Hotel  
and conference center. To submit your artwork for consideration, please enter a mini-portfolio of available qual
ified work in our database of artwork called the Westin Hotel Artist/Designer Registry.

See their website for more info. Here's a direct link to the Artist Call PDF.
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Feather Flight by Gwen Piña
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Local Photo Opps and Events
Russ Burden Photo Tours www.russburdenphotography.com 303.791.9997

2013 Photo Trips

  Jun 15 - 21, Tetons and Yellowstone Natl. Parks 
    in Spring

  Jul 13 - 19, Colorado Wildflowers & Alpine Scenery

  Jul 27 - Aug 2, Glacier National Park

  Aug 24 - 30, Goats and Gods: Mt Evans and 
    Garden of the Gods 

  Sep 24 - Oct 3, Tetons and Yellowstone Natl. Parks
   in Fall

  Oct 15 - 20, Hunts Mesa - Aerial perspective of
   Monument Valley and Capital Reef National Park

  Nov 2 - 8, Bryce Canyon and Zion National Parks

  Dec 7 - 13, Bosque Del Apache / White Sands 
    Natl. Mon.

Shootout at the Sangres
Take your photography to a new level with a spe
cial weekend workshop in Colorado’s most spec
tacular mountain valley. Led by award winning 
photographers Bill Gillette and Jim Havey the 
weekend includes lectures, individual instruction 
& critiques, and rare shooting opportunities with 
western models and livestock against the inspir
ing backgrounds of historic Westcliffe, CO and the 
Sangre de Cristo mountains. Refresh your creative 
eye and technical skill, capturing the life and 
landscapes of the old west in stunning images.

WRANGLERS & HORSES  –  HISTORIC RANCH SETTING  –  GUIDED BY AWARD-WINNING PROS
INDIVIDUAL INSTRUCTION  –  LECTURES & SHOOTS  –  LIGHTROOM & PHOTOSHOP TIPS

Visit their website for complete info and registration application.

Crested Butte Wildflower Festival
The 2013 Crested Butte Wildflower Festival is 
July 8-14, 2013 in Crested Butte, Colorado

Join us for a week of wildflower splendor in the 
charming, historic town of Crested Butte, the official 
Wildflower Capital of Colorado! Visit the festival 
website for complete info and make plans to attend.
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Inside Line by Richard Caverly

Nature's Magic Carpet by Nancy Myer
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Camera2Camera Expo in Vegas
Built BY photographers FOR photographers, Camera 2 Camera Expo is designed to give each attendee 
the opportunity to build new relationships, experience new products, acquire new ways to improve pro
ductivity, study with industry experts, showcase your own talents and positively impact your success in a 
fun and friendly environment.

The show is in Las Vegas on June 28-30 and details are at the expo website.

Colorado Renaissance Festival
Featuring a cast of hundreds of authentically costumed merrymak
ers living and working throughout the village and performing, con
tinuously, upon the Festival's seven stages, the illusion of a 
rollicking 16th Century festival day is created. Impromptu encoun
ters with the royalty and peasantry of Tudor England are common.

You'll meet all kinds, from jousters to jugglers to minstrels to maid
ens faire, all schooled in the art of interactive theater! Much new 
entertainment has been summoned by Good King Henry for this 
glorious season. For eight special summer weekends enjoy family 
fun for children and magical times for adults.

Where: Larkspur, CO

Dates: June 15-16, 22-23, 29-30 / July 6-7, 13-14, 20-21, 27-28 / 
Aug 3-4 Saturday & Sunday Only, 10:00 am - 6:30 pm / Rain or 
Shine / No Pets  FREE PARKING

Visit the RenFest website for details, tickets, info on the Themes for each weekend (Royal Ale sounds like 
my style...), and info on the Photo Contest.

Frame #37
A collection of extra tidbits I've discovered during the past few weeks.

— Adobe Creative Cloud has created an uproar in the photo community. Adobe clarifies a few points and 
notes some concerns in a recent blog post on their site.

— Year after year, Santa Fe Workshops has provided photographers with top notch training. This year is no 
different. Check out their 2 and 4 day workshops available this summer and fall.

 First and foremost, make it an obvious picture of color! Rather than looking for rocks, 
leaves, trees, waterfalls, birds, f lowers, fire hydrants, starfish, boats, orchards, or 
bridges, focus your energy and vision on red, blue, yellow, orange, green, or violet. 
Color first, content second!

– Bryan Peterson
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