
Photos in this issue are from last month's 'Nature' competition.

Get out and shoot...
Daylight savings time soon approaches. That means more shoot
ing time after work and you don't have to be up as early for a 
sunrise shoot. Awesomesauce.

It also means Hudson Gardens and the Denver Botanical Gardens 
will soon become photo destinations. Come on Springtime!

Be sure to mark your calendars for the April and May Program 
meetings. We have some special guests you won't want to miss.

This Month's Featured Article
The demise of the DSLR...The end of photography as we know it.

Well, maybe that's a bit dramatic.  Read more here...
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Focus Camera Club Monthly Meetings

Meetings are held the First Thursday and Third Tuesday of each month. Our meeting place is in The Community Room at the 
Greenwood Village City Hall, 6060 S. Quebec St. (That’s on the east side of Quebec just south of Orchard Rd.) Get a Google 
Map by clicking here. Meetings start promptly at 7 PM and will end around 9:45 PM so we can be out by 10 PM.

Swimming in the Fall by Ken Farman
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Your Next Camera May be EVIL
By Karl Peschel

Diehard DSLR shooters, especially those making a living from their photography, regularly invest in new 
equipment. Cameras with more megapixels, faster glass, and ever larger backpacks and rolling cases to 
carry all that heavy gear. Bigger and better is a never ending chase.

Advances in technology have given us 24 and 36 megapixel cameras, effective images stabilization 
systems, and full frame sensors with very low noise. 

Has the time come to give thoughtful consideration to smaller and lighter alternatives? Less back strain 
(and fewer chiropractor visits) is a good thing.

Technology goes EVIL
EVIL stands for Electronic Viewfinder Interchangeable Lens, a term 
coined to describe a growing number of Micro 4/3 (aka MFT, M43, or 
Mirrorless) camera systems from Nikon, Canon, Olympus, Panasonic 
and Sony. This “new breed” of smaller, lighter, less expensive cameras 
and lenses are targeting entry level DSLR users and professionals alike.

Even though the MFT sensor is slightly smaller than a DX (APS-C), the 
top performing 16 MP cameras like the Panasonic Lumix GH3 and 
Olympus E-M5 are getting rave reviews. New lenses and accessories 
are always being introduced, building these systems to what pros and 
serious amateurs need. 

Recent Panasonic lens additions include a 12-35/2.8 and 35-100/2.8 lens (24-70 and 70-200 equiv.), 
along with a wireless flash system similar to Nikon's CLS. And Panasonic has added a 42.5mm F1.2 
(85/1.2 equiv.) portrait lens and 150mm F2.8 (300/2.8 equiv.) super-telephoto prime to its lens roadmap 
for Micro Four Thirds, for release in the near future. Their partnership with Leica means high quality glass 
is coming out of their factories. And third parties like Sigma and Tamron are getting in the M43 game.

Should I switch?
Uhhh, mebbe!! Depends on what you primarily shoot. Most photographers will get a MFT camera and still 
maintain their DSLR system. A compact, light, interchangeable lens camera like the Sony NEX or Lumix 
G5 is a nice addition for travel or carrying with you all the time.

The added video features are very attractive to many shooters. A whole new industry is growing around 
“Hybrid photography”, the mixing of video and stills into E-products for the portrait / seniors / wedding / 
event markets. Many MFT cameras have flip out screens, continuous AF, and stereo mics for capturing 
great video. Lots easier than hoisting your DSLR to eye level.

Most “gear gurus” will tell you not to sell your DSLR. Yet. But for some photographers, especially if you 
shoot 90% of your images under 800 ISO and 16 MP is more than enough for you, switching to a MFT 
system may make sense.
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Back of the Panasonic Lumix GH3
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Some Key Features to Consider

Tilting or swing out LCD touchscreens In camera artistic effects for photos or video

Super fast AF (GH3 is .07 sec) with face detection Image stabilized lenses or bodies

Outstanding full 1080p HD video capability High frame rates of 6-9 fps at full resolution

Dustproof and splashproof bodies Built in WiFi (on some models)

Many MFT mount lenses can be used on Smaller filter sizes save you $$
other brand cameras

A Quick Comparison
Let's compare a basic 2 lens kit, FX vs Micro 4/3 (2x crop factor). Bodies are close to the same size and 
weight, but the lenses are a big difference. The lenses listed cover the same effective focal length, but 
the Panasonic ones fit in the palm of your hand. And the total cost is almost $2000 less.

Nikon D600 body Nikon 24-70/f2.8 Nikon 70-200/f2.8 VRII Total

$1996 / 1.6 lb. $1686 / 1.9 lb. (5.2”) $ 2096 / 3.3 lb (8”) $5728 / 6.8 lb.

Panasonic Lumix GH3 Panasonic 12-35/f2.8 Panasonic 35-100/f2.8 Total

$1299 / 1.2 lb. $1144 / 11 oz. (3” long) $1399 / 12 oz. (4” long) $3841 / 2.8 lb.

The best part? The GH3 with the 2 lenses fits in a small shoulder bag. Or carry the camera and lens and 
stick the other lens in your coat pocket. You could go even smaller with a Lumix G5 body.

The Bottom Line
The ever growing popularity of MFT cameras means they will only get better. And as more pros adopt 
MFT cameras into their workflow we'll see more lenses, flashes and accessories coming out.

Whether you decide to jump on the Micro 4/3 wagon now, or wait and see what the next generation of 
cameras bring, there's no denying they offer a number of features and benefits most photographers could 
absolutely take advantage of.

Get more info about MFT cameras.

Check out DiscoverMirrorless.com for articles and 
reviews, or their Youtube channel for lots of video. 

Another great site is SmallCameraBigPicture.com 
for great discussions and tutorials on mirrorless 
cameras and hybrid photography.
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When Panasonic announced the GH3, I was hoping that it 
would be a better camera. It is a better camera. The camera 
possesses many of the good qualities of those other cameras 
but now they were all together in this camera. I now have a 
relatively small, light weight, magnesium, weather sealed, fast 
focusing, swivel LCD, electronic viewfinder, audio monitoring, 
high dynamic range, high quality, low picture noise, hybrid 
camera with great lenses.

- Alan Halfhill

http://focuscolorado.com/
http://www.smallcamerabigpicture.com/
http://www.youtube.com/user/DiscoverMirrorless?feature=watch
http://www.discovermirrorless.com/
http://Facebook.com/focuscolorado
http://www.smallcamerabigpicture.com/the-journey-to-my-current-camera/


InFocus – the Monthly Newsletter of the Focus Camera Club March 2013

Program and Competition Schedules

Program Schedule Competition Schedule

3/7/13 Presentation – Member Critique 3/19/13 Subject – Open

4/4/13 Presentation – Denver Post 
photographer RJ Sangosti

4/16/13 Subject – Artificial Light

5/2/13 Presentation – An Evening with 
Joe Farace

5/21/13 Subject – Open

5/30/12 5th Thurs. Mentor Program - TBA

March 7 Member Critique
The members will meet in small groups for critiquing.  Each member will bring in one print ( 5x7 mini
mum; 8x12 maximum ) and each group will critique as many photos as there are group members.

However, the groups will not necessarily be critiquing their members' photos.  No names are necessary on 
the photos.  Joe will lead the program. Guy will distribute the 
guidelines for the critiquing process.

Note: the reason for the small groups is that we feel there will be 
more participation by everyone there.

This Month's Competition is Open
Here's a suggestion that's been thrown out before: Instead of 
shooting what you normally do, emulate the subject and style of 
someone else. Expand your horizons. Shoot cars like Dan, flowers 
like Nancy, sports or portraits like Cliff and Paul, or trains like 
Sam. Do something different than the norm and 
challenge yourself. You'll be a better photographer because of it.

If you need the Competition Entry forms or the stick-on labels template, you 
can get both from the Focus website on the Competition Rules page.

Run your own stock photo agency
iStockPhoto and their recent deal with Getty images has a number of photographers up in arms. The folks 
over at Photoshelter put together a new free guide detailing how to run your own stock site. 

In the guide they show how using Photoshelter (of course...) you can control usage rights, licensing, and 
sales. Infinite galleries and a powerful search feature give your customers the variety and ease of finding 
exactly what they need.

Read about the iStockPhoto controversy here and here,
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Tulip by Jennifer Nelson

http://focuscolorado.com/
http://blog.photoshelter.com/2013/02/istockphoto-terminates-top-contributor-in-aftermath-of-gettygoogle-deal/
http://blog.photoshelter.com/2012/12/two-stock-photographers-respond-to-gettys-licensing-model/
http://www.photoshelter.com/mkt/research/stock-photographers-tour-of-photoshelter
http://focuscolorado.com/competition-rules/
https://www.naturescapes.net/articles/opinions/creativity-top-12/
http://Facebook.com/focuscolorado
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February Nature Competition Results
Media Artist Image Title Score Award

f5.6 Color Jeff Owens Summer's Memory 9 1st

Jennifer Nelson Dipping Diipper 9 2nd

Jeff Owens Size Matters 9 3rd

Digital Lena Owens Reaching for the Sun 10 1st

Lena Owens Melting Away 9 2nd

Jennifer Nelson Tulip 9 3rd

Jeff Owens The Thrill of Liftoff 9 HM

Monochrome Jeff Owens Dream Lake - Christmas Morning 10 1st

Judy Kahn Bad Hair Day 9 2nd
f8 Color Gigi Embrechts So Delicate 9 1st

Gary Witt Town Crier 9 2nd

Julia Spring Morning Rain 9 no

Julia Spring Circle of Life 8 no

Digital Rachel Murray Mountain Goats 9 1st

Rich Hayes Bubbling Brook 9 2nd

Jeff Miller Fried Egg Jellyfish 9 3rd

Rachel Murray Cloud Droplet 9 HM

Rich Hayes Putting the Pups to Bed 9 HM

Monochrome Diane Katzenberger Sunrise at the Dunes 9 1st
f11 Color Russ Tyler A Lone Lotus 10 1st

Oz Pfenninger Rounded Rocks 10 2nd

Jimmy Doolittle Rays of the Blue Ridge 10 3rd

Oz Pfenninger Illuminated Hills 9 HM

Digital Karl Peschel Camouflage 10 1st

Oz Pfenninger Deep in the Forest 10 2nd

Karl Peschel A Wispy Winter Day 10 3rd

Todd Lytle Mother Nurture 9 HM

Cohan Zarnoch Lunch Time 9 HM

Monochrome Oz Pfenninger Converging Trees 10 1st

Oz Pfenninger Cactus Flowers 9 2nd

Guy Geoly Arch's National Park 9 3rd
f16 Color Joe Bonita Big Licks 9 1st

Dan Greenberg Dusk at a Black Pebble Beach 9 2nd

Digital Ken Farman Swimming in the Fall 10 1st

Dan Greenberg Almost Frozen Waterfall 9 2nd

Monochrome Cliff Lawson Let's Play Horsey 9 1st

Remember to send your winning Print images to Webmaster@FocusColorado.com for the online galleries.
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Calls For Entries & Photo Contests

Outdoor Photographer – The American Landscape
Outdoor Photographer Magazine's The American Landscape Photo Contest is back for 2013! Entries will 
be judged by an elite panel of photographers and editors, and the Grand Prize Package includes publica
tion of your photo in Outdoor Photographer, $1,000 cash, a James Kay Workshop: Autumn In Capitol Reef 
National Park, Utah, a Tamron SP 24-70mm F/2.8 Di VC USD lens, and more.

Visit the contest website for complete info and entry details. Submission deadline in April 4, 2013.

Black & White - Digital Photo Pro
A reminder about this new photo contest from DPP. Entry deadline is March 21, 2013. 

DPP's inaugural photo contest showcasing the fine art of Black & White photography. Submit your best 
black & white images for your chance to win and get published! Prizes include cameras, printers, and an 
opportunity to have your work published in Digital Photo Pro magazine.

Visit the contest website for entry rules and info.

Nature's Best International Awards 2013
The editors of Nature's Best Photography magazine 
invite all photographers (professionals, amateurs, and 
youth) to enter the Windland Awards competition for 
2013. 

The category Winners and selected Highly Honored 
photographs from the competition are displayed in the 
annual Smithsonian exhibitions and all winning images 

appear in the Fall-Winter Collectors' Editions of Nature’s Best Photography magazine.

Details on the contest, an Entry Guidelines PDF and Entry form are on the contest webpage.
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Reaching for the Sun by Lena Owens

http://focuscolorado.com/
http://www.naturesbestphotography.com/contest2/entry_1.php?cid=133
http://www.dpmag.com/photo-contests/blackandwhite.html
http://www.outdoorphotographer.com/photo-contests/the-american-landscape-2013.html
http://Facebook.com/focuscolorado
http://www.naturesbestphotography.com/contest2/entry_1.php?cid=133
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Local Photo Opps and Events

Russ Burden Photo Tours www.russburdenphotography.com 303.791.9997

2013 Photo Trips

  Apr 13 - 19, Monument Valley / Slot Canyons

  May 4 - 10, Arches & Canyonlands Nat. Parks - 
    includes 5 days of Photoshop instruction 

  May 25 - Jun 3, Oregon Coast

  Jun 15 - 21, Tetons and Yellowstone Natl. Parks 
    in Spring

  Jul 13 - 19, Colorado Wildflowers & Alpine Scenery

  Jul 27 - Aug 2, Glacier National Park 

  Aug 24 - 30, Goats and Gods: Mt Evans and 
    Garden of the Gods 

  Sep 24 - Oct 3, Tetons and Yellowstone Natl. Parks
   in Fall

  Oct 15 - 20, Hunts Mesa - Aerial perspective of
   Monument Valley and Capital Reef National Park

  Nov 2 - 8, Bryce Canyon and Zion National Parks

  Dec 7 - 13, Bosque Del Apache / White Sands 
    Natl. Mon.

Photographing the Magical World of Wildlife
Lone Tree Arts Center - Photo Seminar by Weldon Lee on 
Saturday, May 18, 2013

Join Weldon Lee during this three hour seminar as he reveals 
what he has learned over the years photographing his wild 
brothers and sisters. Topics include how to locate wildlife, 
tracking, and equipment for the wildlife photographer, but 
that’s not all. Participants will also learn how to consistently 
produce award-winning images of wildlife. 

Open to all levels of photographers. Session is from 3pm - 
6pm and $30. Get tickets online.

Lens on the Lake
(Emailed to all a few weeks ago, but here it is again)

Got an email via the website about some trips this year to 
Glen Canyon / Lake Powell on the Arizona-Utah border. Since 
the first trip is March 18-24 you need to act fast, if it's even 
still possible to get in.

The series is titled: Lens on the Lake: Gary Ladd's Photogra
phy Exploration of Lake Powell Houseboat Trip and they are week long trips. 

See all the details on their website.
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Camouflage by Karl Peschel

http://focuscolorado.com/
http://glencanyonnha.org/field_school/courses.php
http://lonetreeartscenter.org/showinfo.php?id=54
http://www.russburdenphotography.com/
http://Facebook.com/focuscolorado
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Land Through the Lens 
Exhibit
This contest was announced in 
previous newsletters. Between 
March 8 and April 19 is a juried 
exhibit of photographs from 
Boulder County Open Space.  

They will celebrate the  97,000 
acres of public land with 109 
Photographs by 57 photogra
phers, in The Dairy’s Polly 
Addison Exhibition Space.

See TheDairy.org for details.

FCC Eye of the Camera Exhibition Results
Nine Focus members were juried into the Littleton 
Museum's Eye of the Camera Exhibition this year 
and two of them won prizes.  Congrats to all of you!

Total Focus Entries - 12

Total juror selected entries* - 82

Percentage by Focus Members - 14.6

Percent of Prizes by Focus Members - 33

(* Excluding juror's displayed photos)

Club Member Entries Prizes Club Member Entries

Oz Pfenninger 1 2nd place b&w Karen Kirkpatrick    2

Gary Witt 2 2nd place color Todd Lytle    1

Joe Bonita 2 Nancy Myer    1

Rich Hayes 1 Mary Paetow    1

Judy Kahn 1
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Bubbling Brook by Rich Hayes

http://focuscolorado.com/
http://www.thedairy.org/exhibits/
http://Facebook.com/focuscolorado
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Frame #37
A collection of extra tidbits I've discovered during the past few weeks.

— I don't know what your TV watching habits are like, but Suits is a great show. Patrick J. Adams, who 
plays Mike, is quite an accomplished photographer. Check out his work on his website HalfAdams.com 
(and see how many celebs you can pick out in his portraits of men and women).

— The venerable Tamron 90/2.8 macro gets an update. The new VC (Vibration Compensation) model is 
available for pre-order at your fave retailer. Details on the lens are on Tamron's website here.

— PocketWizard is introducing the new PlusX transceiver. Simple plug and play radio remotes for off 
camera flash supporting 10 channels, works with other PW units and they are under $100!

— MyPublisher has deals going on all the time. Extra pages, 60% off, 30% off, half price calendars, etc. 
The deals change all the time, so sign up for their newsletter or visit the Special Offers page often.

— I mentioned PsychologyForPhotographers.com in the January newsletter. This particular article on 
“canonical perspective” is quite interesting and helps explain why some photos just look “off.”

 There are no rules and regulations for perfect composition. If there were we would be 
able to put all the information into a computer and would come out with a masterpiece. 
We know that's impossible. You have to compose by the seat of your pants. 

- Arnold Newman
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Cactus Flowers by Oz Pfenninger

Mountain Goats by Rachel Murray

http://focuscolorado.com/
http://psychologyforphotographers.com/have-a-photo-problem-try-canonical-perspective
http://psychologyforphotographers.com/have-a-photo-problem-try-canonical-perspective
http://psychologyforphotographers.com/
http://www.mypublisher.com/specialOffers
http://www.pocketwizard.com/products/transmitter_receiver/plusx/
http://www.tamron-usa.com/lenses/prod/90_vc_f004.asp#ad-image-0
http://www.halfadams.com/
http://www.usanetwork.com/series/suits/
http://Facebook.com/focuscolorado
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