
Photos in this issue are from last month's 'Open' competition.

This is your Last Chance!
Focus club memberships MUST be paid by Feb. 19 if you want to 
continue competing each month. (Seriously, if you don't pay up 
and learn the secret handshake by then you can't get in the door.)

The Membership form is on the last page of this newsletter and 
is always available on the Focus website.

This Month's Featured Article
Nature is this month's competition subject, but before you brave 
the cold to get your shot you need to consider these tips from 
Russ. Read more here...
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The purpose of the Focus Camera Club is
 to further its members’ enjoyment, knowledge 

and mastery of photographic skills through
cooperative efforts and fellowship.

Focus Camera Club Monthly Meetings

Meetings are held the First Thursday and Third Tuesday of each month. Our meeting place is in The Community Room at the 
Greenwood Village City Hall, 6060 S. Quebec St. (That’s on the east side of Quebec just south of Orchard Rd.) Get a Google 
Map by clicking here. Meetings start promptly at 7 PM and will end around 9:45 PM so we can be out by 10 PM.
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Heading for the Pass by Sam Howard
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Winter Photo Tips
By Russ Burden

Here are some winter photo tips to motivate you to get out in the field with your gear, test it out, and in 
the interim, hopefully come back with some great shots!

It’s January and the temperature is cold. (If you’re a warm weather dweller, go with the flow.... .. ..) The 
holidays have wound down and you have all this new camera gear. It’s a perfect time to get out and pho
tograph! 

“A perfect time you ask? It’s COLD outside!” That’s right, it is cold and there may be snow on the ground. 
So here are a few tips to motivate you to get out in the field with your new gear, test it out, and in the 
interim, hopefully come back with some great shots. This in turn will encourage you to return to the frost 
filled environment in which you reside to go out again, and again, and again.

What’s White Should be Recorded White
Camera meters are calibrated to reproduce what the lens sees as 18% gray. What this means is it will 
read white snow and darken it unnecessarily. It will try to make it gray. Although today’s cameras are very 
intelligent, luckily, we are smarter. All DSLR’s have exposure compensation capability. When enabled on 
the + side, you instruct the camera to brighten the exposure. When you enable it to the - side, you instruct 
the camera to darken the scene. 

In that the camera will try to darken 
the snow to a gray tone, enable expo
sure compensation and dial in + com
pensation. The amount will be 
dictated by each scene. Here’s where 
the histogram and highlight warning 
come in handy. If pixels on the right 
side of the histogram are lacking, 
which will be seen on the LCD as 
gray snow, dial in + compensation in 
small increments until the histogram 
moves more to the right. If you use 
the blinking highlight warning, keep 
dialing in + compensation until you 
begin to notice flashing on the LCD. 

More than likely, the best exposure will be the one just before you produce the “blinkies.” If for some rea
son you get blinkies from the start, dial in - compensation until they disappear.

Breaking news and further info is always available at our website FocusColorado.com Page 2 of 8
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Prep for the Cold
Dress for the cold starting with a breathable base layer that wicks away moisture. Subsequent layers 
should have some sort of zipper that allows you to moderate the temperature. Be sure to wear a hat with 
good insulating qualities. 

Don’t overlook a base layer for your feet. 
Head to any good outdoor shop and ask for 
recommendations. I love fleece socks!

Chemical packs for your hands and feet are 
also essential to keep you out in the field. 
Don’t wear heavy gloves - you won’t be able 
to operate the dials on your camera. In
stead, start with a thin glove liner over 
which you’ll layer a fold back mitten. It will 
give you the ability to keep just your shut
ter finger exposed. When it gets cold, place 
it in the fold back mitten pocket that also 
houses the chemical warming pack. 

Be sure to carry extra batteries for your 
camera and keep them close to your body 
to keep them warm. The more comfortable 
you are, the longer you’ll stay out in the 
field.

Here’s one for the fair weather shooters 
but the pics still imply cold and winter. 
Break out the flash that you were gifted or 
dust off the one that’s shoved in the cor
ner of your photo backpack. Put in a new 
set of batteries and fire it up. Don’t do 
what most people do and fire a blast of 
light at your subject. Power down the 
flash using the minus button on the rear. 
Doing so dials down its output and gives 
the scene a more natural look. 

Take it a step farther and adjust the flash 
head so it’s aimed at the ceiling. The light 
will bounce down and create a very nice 
soft look to the image. In the accompany
ing photo of my son witnessing his first 

blizzard, I wanted to capture his mesmerizing stare at the world of white. Had I aimed a flash at the win
dow, the mood of the photograph would be lost.

Breaking news and further info is always available at our website FocusColorado.com Page 3 of 8
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Program and Competition Schedules

Program Schedule Competition Schedule

2/7/13 Presentation – How Judges judge 2/19/13 Subject – Nature

3/7/13 Presentation – Member Critique 3/19/13 Subject – Open

4/4/13 Presentation - TBA 4/16/13 Subject – Artificial Light

February 7 Program with Guy Geoly
Four areas will be covered:

    1.  What makes up a judge's personality

    2.  New challenges in the age of digital photography

    3.  How can the club make it better for the judges?

    4.  What standards are set up by the Professional 
         Photographer's Association

There will be three handouts, so bring a pen for notes you 
might want to take. There will be images to look at while 
we are talking.

February 19 Competition is Nature
The technical definition: Nature photography is the depic
tion of the natural world in such a fashion that a well-in
formed person is able to identify the subject. Nature  
photography focuses on landscapes, wildlife and plant life as  
they are found in a natural environment.

However, neither humans nor elements created by humans  
shall be present except when the photo tells a 
nature story, they enhance that story and are not dominant. The presence of scientific bands on wild animals 
is acceptable. Photographs of zoo or other captive animals are acceptable if the captivity is in no way evident. 
Mounted specimens, or obviously set arrangements, are not acceptable.

Images that are manipulated beyond the changing of brightness, contrast, hue or saturation of all or part of 
the image are also not acceptable.

Simple terms: Get out “in the wild” and go easy with the Photoshopping.

If you need the Competition Entry forms or the template for the stick-on labels, you can get both from the Focus website on 
the Competition Rules page.

Breaking news and further info is always available at our website FocusColorado.com Page 4 of 8
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January Open Competition Results
Media Artist Image Title Score Award

f5.6 Color Mitzi Pearlman Portait of Greece 10 1st

Digital Sam Howard Heading for the Pass 10 1st

Elmer Paetow Red Barn 10 2nd

Gwen Pina The Empty Bowl 10 3rd

Jeff Owens All Russia Pavilion Moscow 9 HM

Monochrome Jennifer Nelson Wind of the Valley 8 1st
f8 Color Gigi Embrechts Brabant Mare 10 1st

Gary Witt Double Trouble 10 2nd

Digital Rich Hayes Twas the Night Before Christmas 10 1st

Butch Mazzuca Boy on the Train 10 2nd

Gary Witt Aquamotion 10 3rd

Gigi Embrechts Docked for the Night 10 HM

Monochrome Rick Matson Just the Surface 9 1st
f11 Color Karen Kirkpatrick Thistle Reflections 10 1st

Oz Pfenninger Outdoor Restaurant 10 2nd

Barbara Kennedy Water Lily 10 3rd

Peggy Dietz After the Lunch Crowd 10 HM

Cohan Zarnoch A Fading Past 10 HM

Digital Oz Pfenninger Metal Sculpture 10 1st

Oz Pfenninger Colors and Reflections 10 2nd

Bill Rothenmeyer Rooftops Neuchatel 10 3rd

Karl Peschel Gladiator 10 HM

Monochrome Cohan Zarnoch A Guiding Light 9 1st

Karen Kirkpatrick Horse Tales 9 2nd
f16 Color Helen Tyler The Humble Paint Pot 10 1st

Cliff Lawson Leona #2 10 2nd

Paul DiSalvo Groovin' in Central Park 10 3rd

Digital Dan Greenberg Northern Lights on a Lonely Road 10 1st

Russ Burden Radiant Dahlia 10 2nd

Dan Greenberg Soda Bottle Fortress 10 3rd

Monochrome Joe Bonita Wind Turbine Power 10 1st

Focus Club Graduations
Promotions, graduation, bumped up. Call it what you want, it means these members have shown their 
skill and image excellence during the past year and have earned the right to compete at a higher level.

Both Ken Farman and Paul DiSalvo have joined the f16 group. Congrats gentlemen!

Breaking news and further info is always available at our website FocusColorado.com Page 5 of 8
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Calls For Entries & Photo Contests

C4FAP - (Un)Clothed
Deadline: February 20, 2013

(Un)Clothed is not simply to be nude. To be unclothed is to be with
out cover: to be bare, free, exposed, vulnerable, natural and/or blank. 
While humans most often use clothing as decoration, protection, cov
ering, or barrier, one’s own skin has become socially regarded as hid
den and/or private. 

(Un)Clothed will reveal what lies beneath and depict that which is 
not commonly seen or expected.

Visit the C4FAP website for complete information.

Black & White - Digital Photo Pro
DPP's inaugural photo contest showcasing the fine art of Black & 
White photography. Submit your best black & white images for your 
chance to win and get published! Prizes include cameras, printers, 
and an opportunity to have your work published in Digital Photo Pro 
magazine.

Visit the contest website for entry rules and info.

Local Photo Opps and Events

Russ Burden Photo Tours www.russburdenphotography.com 303.791.9997

2013 Photo Trips

  Feb 23 - Mar 1, Florida Birds: Everglades / Fort 
    Myers / West Palm

  Apr 13 - 19, Monument Valley / Slot Canyons

  May 4 - 10, Arches & Canyonlands Nat. Parks - 
    includes 5 days of Photoshop instruction 

  May 25 - Jun 3, Oregon Coast

  Jun 15 - 21, Tetons and Yellowstone Natl. Parks 
    in Spring

  Jul 13 - 19, Colorado Wildflowers & Alpine Scenery 

2013 Photo Trips (con't)

  Jul 27 - Aug 2, Glacier National Park 

  Aug 24 - 30, Goats and Gods: Mt Evans and 
    Garden of the Gods 

  Sep 24 - Oct 3, Tetons and Yellowstone Natl. Parks
   in Fall

  Oct 15 - 20, Hunts Mesa - Aerial perspective of
   Monument Valley and Capital Reef National Park

  Nov 2 - 8, Bryce Canyon and Zion National Parks

  Dec 7 - 13, Bosque Del Apache / White Sands 
    Natl. Mon.

Breaking news and further info is always available at our website FocusColorado.com Page 6 of 8

The Empty Bowl by Gwen Pina
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Orchid Showcase at Denver Botanic Gardens
Got a hankering to do some macro work? What better subject matter than orchids (over 200 plants). And 
you get to work inside at Marnie's Pavilion and the Orangery. Visit the DBG website for more info and 
schedule your excursion before February 24th. 

Nikon School in April
Mark your calendar for the Denver stop 
of the Nikon School.

April 20 and 21, 2013 at the DoubleTree 
Denver Grand Ballroom, 3203 Quebec 
Street  Denver, CO 80207

Lee Marmon show in March
All of the members of Focus Colorado 
Photo Club are invited to a very special 
photography show at the Albuquerque 
Photographers’ Gallery in March. 

APG is pleased to showcase the next in 
our Guest Artist series, the incomparable 
work of famed Laguna Pueblo photogra

pher and WWII veteran Lee Marmon. We present, courtesy of Acoma Pueblo, which owns them, the last of 
the photographs personally printed by the artist. Mr. Marmon plans to be present at the opening, and 
possibly a couple Saturday afternoons during the show. Details are on their website.

Frame #37
A collection of extra tidbits I've discovered during the past few weeks.

— BayPhoto.com extended their 40% off big prints (16x16 or larger) offer until the end of February. Visit 
their Specials page online for more details.

— Do you own a handheld light meter, or are you considering getting one? Wanna know how to use it 
well? How about a FREE class from Don Giannatti over at Udemy!

— One more Don Giannatti plug. February 1 starts a new series of assignments at Project 52. Each week 
you get a new “commercial photographer” type assignment to complete. These are very specific tasks and 
designed to make you a better photographer. 

 I wish more people felt that photography was an adventure, the same as life itself, and 
felt that their individual feelings were worth expressing. To me, that makes photography 
more exciting. 

- Harry Callahan



Breaking news and further info is always available at our website FocusColorado.com Page 7 of 8

Twas the Night Before Christmas by Rich Hayes
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Focus Camera Club 2013 Membership Form

Dues: $30 per individual (after July $20), or for families living in the same household.

Make your check payable to "Focus Camera Club."

Our club has multiple levels of competition: f5.6, f8, f11 and f16. All new members wishing to 
enter our competitions are required to submit samples of their work. A portfolio review will 
establish the appropriate level for you to compete in. 

In order to ascertain what competition group you will join, we ask that you submit a CD of 5-10 
of your recent images to Paul DiSalvo, our competition chair.  (Images should be 600 pixels on 
the long side.)  Do a cross section of your work. The point is to place you in a comfortable spot 
where your photographic skills can grow.

Paul can be reached via email at paul.disalvo@comcast.net If you have any questions, please 
contact him directly.

If you have questions about the club and its "workings", please feel free to contact Gwen Pina via 
email at membership@focuscolorado.com .

You can also visit our website at FocusColorado.com

Remember…your membership dues must be current (paid by February 19) in order to compete in 
our monthly photo competitions.

Please print clearly and sign below

Name

Address

City, ST Zip

Home Phone

Work Phone

Email  Address

By providing your email address above you are giving us permission to email you our monthly 
Newsletter, occasional notices about updates to the Focus Colorado website, and other club 
news. You may, at any time, request to be removed from all email notifications.

Signature

Bring this form to the next Focus Camera Club meeting or mail it, along with your check, to:
Focus Membership c/o Gwen Pina,  7623 S. Gray Street, Littleton CO 80128

http://focuscolorado.com/
mailto:membership@focuscolorado.com?subject=Focus%20Club%20membership
mailto:paul.disalvo@comcast.net?subject=Focus%20member%20competition%20question
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