
Photos in this issue are from last month's 'Intentional Blurs' competition.

Hot, hot, hot...
The weather is tough, but this month's newsletter is full of hot 
info, hot contests, hot shooting opportunities, and hot news you 
don't want to miss. 
Grab a tall glass of something cold and read on.

This Month's Featured Article
Are you ready for your next “history lesson?” We're unveiling the 
second 5 years of Focus club this month. 
Read more here...
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Dietz, Paul DiSalvo, Frank Gibbs, Marv 
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Competitions: Russ Burden, Marv Mickelson, 
Joe Bonita, Nancy Myer, Richard Caverly

Programs: Tim Visser
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Special Projects: Marv Mickelson
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The purpose of the Focus Camera Club is
 to further its members’ enjoyment, knowledge 

and mastery of photographic skills through
cooperative efforts and fellowship.

Focus Camera Club Monthly Meetings
Meetings are held the First Thursday and Third Tuesday of each month. Our new meeting place is in The Community Room at 
the Greenwood Village City Hall, 6060 S. Quebec St. (That’s on the east side of Quebec just south of Orchard Rd.) Get a 
Google Map by clicking here. Meetings start promptly at 7 PM and will end around 9:45 PM so we can be out by 10 PM.

Fire Dance by Dick York

http://maps.google.com/maps?q=6060+S.+Quebec+St&oe=utf-8&um=1&ie=UTF-8&hq=&hnear=0x876c868d624c7abd:0x5370aea9acfaba50,6060+S+Quebec+St,+Greenwood+Village,+CO+80111&gl=us
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25 Years of Focus – part 2
By Dick York 
This is a continuation of the Focus documentary with emphasis on the second 5 years of our club. For 
perspective, we’ll touch on the club’s overall first ten years as well.  

Back to basics
In part 1 of our June newsletter article you got a glimpse of our club’s founding and it’s first five years, it’s 
baby years.  It was a period of early growth and development.  As the saying goes “I learned everything I 
need to know from when I was a baby”. It has a familiar ring.  Even though there’s been some tweaking in 
how the club operates, the basics remain to this day.  It still is a full service club for variety.  It’s still a 
club for all photo enthusiasts, from the beginner to the pro.  It still meets twice a month, on the 1st and 
3rd Tuesday’s (in normal years).  It’s base meeting format is still programs and competitions.

It’s all about the people!
The emphasis here will be mostly on the people at 
that time in the club’s history and the marks they 
left behind. We’ll mention names of those that are 
still members today, and our presidents of record, 
that were responsible not just for the club’s sur
vival but for it’s successes during those years.
Except for Dick York, who judged that fateful 
Castlewood Library photo contest, all the other 
original charter members were photographers who 
felt they were good enough to enter their prints. 
Many of the entries were darkroom enhanced pic
torial and creative images. Many of these photogra
phers, some of whom were pros, he recruited for 
the new club during their awards presentation 
meeting afterward.
During it’s first five years the club had three presi
dents (1st-Dick York, 2nd-Jean Anderson, 3rd-Ben 
D’Andrea), while it’s second five years it had five 
(4th-Russ Burden, 5th-Gary Haynes, 6th-Margaret 
Donovan, 7th-Marilyn Clark, 8th-Fred Barton).  We 
still have Dick, Russ and Marilyn as active members 
today.  We also have ten other members (Harry Allen, Judy Deist, Peggy Dietz, David Irwin, Karen Kirk
patrick, Nancy Myer, Mary Paetow, Bill Rothenmeyer, Helen & Russ Tyler) from those early years who are 
active today as well. Wow! That shows we have a rock steady and super experienced base.

Breaking news and further info is always available at our website FocusColorado.com Page 2 of 8

Sorry for the bad scan of what looks like newspaper 
print, but that's our beloved Russ Burden there.

http://focuscolorado.com/
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Let’s get to the specifics…
So what specifically happened during the 6th to 10th years?  For the most part, this period was pretty 
smooth sailing.  All the basic organizational things were now in place. It was almost too smooth, as you’ll 
see later.  In 1992, of our existing members Russ Burden was president and competition chair, Dick York 
had membership. David Irwin was co-chair programs. David got some photographers from the Denver 
Post and Rocky Mountain News to put on some good programs for us.  We updated the constitution, by-
laws, and competition rules. Rule changes: entries in color and B&W prints would have large (16x20, 
11x14) and small (8x10, 5x7) categories; slide categories would have photographer, advanced and salon 
categories. Focus sweeps annual Council competition in all categories. 
While Gary Haynes was president in 1993, Dick York was part of a team program presentation on mount
ing, matting and framing prints.  Russ Burden was part of a team presentation on macro photography and 
equipment.  He also showed his pictures of Oregon at Council meeting, and was part of a group presenta
tion on the mechanics of dissolve units, tapes, etc . The club continues winning competitions and getting 
more active in Council.
In 1994, Margaret Donovan was president, Marilyn Clark was VP, and Helen Tyler was co-secretary. There 
was a fun field trip to Moab in May. The club joined PSA, Russ handled the interclub competitions start
ing in Oct.  Marilyn Clark and Bill Rothenmeyer handled the first Focus sponsored library contest print 
display on the library walls, which was a huge success. A great venue to help attract new members to the 
club. 
1995 was a more unusual year.  Many of the people with the responsibilities that year are here today.  
Marilyn Clark was president, Nancy Meyer-secretary, Dick York-membership, Russ Burden-PSA and co-host 
print display, Russ Tyler-equipment and co-editor of the newsletter, Bill Rothenmeyer-ribbons and as
signed subjects, Helen Tyler & Marilyn Clark-co-chair slide trays. And Marilyn coordinated the fun scav
enger hunts.

Oh, oh, got a problem - #*%!*
Membership was holding up in ’95, but we noticed that meeting attendance had been dropping off a lot, 
especially by the newer members. In June, Dick York organized a school for new photographers and new 
club members, and called it Rookie School. This school had a series of four classes that covered the ba
sics of photography, competitions, and club orientation. The orientation covered how the club works, who 
does what, club constitution and by-laws, competition rules and tips, how to get the most out of your 
membership, etc. Meetings took place in some of our homes. 
While Fred Barton was president in 1996, we noticed that meeting attendance had increased and newer 
members were entering competitions a lot more by the end of the year.  We also conducted a member 
survey to find out what the current members wanted for programs, and type of assigned subjects for 
competitions that related to the type of photography they liked to do.  This was to later help us with our 
planning.
The club was already almost 10 years old.  We could hardly believe it.

Breaking news and further info is always available at our website FocusColorado.com Page 3 of 8
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Program and Competition Schedules

Program Schedule Competition Schedule

07/05/12 Presentation - Member Critique 07/17/12 Subject – Inclement Weather

08/02/12 Presentation - The Art of Creating 
a Powerful Image by Dan Ballard

08/21/12 Subject – Open

08/30/12 Presentation 5th Thur. - Using 
Flash - Cliff Lawson and 
Paul DiSalvo

09/06/12 Presentation - TBD 09/18/12 Subject – Altered Reality

July 5th Program is a Member Critique
This is your opportunity to bring in a print or digital image to have the club members provide you with a 
critique of the image. It could be an image you want to enter into club competition, local photo competi
tion, trying to sell or just want to know what others think about your image.
Member critiques are a great learning experience for everyone.

This Month's Upcoming Competition is Inclement Weather
The official definition is: "Inclement weather" means weather that is severe, stormy, foul, nasty, raw, rough 
or tempestuous.  Images of inclement weather means those that are of or include a substantial depiction 
of these weather elements.
Examples are images of or including ongoing heavy snowfalls, snow storms, rain, rainstorms or severe 
fog.  Examples of images that do not meet the definition are those of sunny, cloudless or cloudy days if 
the image does not in a substantial way clearly portray an impending storm.  Images showing the after
math of snowfalls or rainfalls do not fit the definition unless they also clearly depict impending storms.
(The above examples are not intended to be a complete list of what is or not allowed in the competition.)

If you need the Competition Entry forms or the template for the stick-on labels, you can get both from the Focus website on 
the Competition Rules page. Visit the Competition Definitions page for (you guessed it) the exact subject definitions.

The Board recently announced the 2013 Competition Subjects
(Just so you know what to expect for next year and can start thinking about images for each competition.)
Jan - Open,  Feb - Nature,  Mar - Open,  Apr - Artificial Light,  May - Open,  June - Happy/Sorrow is...
July - Selective Focus,  Aug – Open,  Sept - Altered Reality,  Oct - Looking Up/Looking Down,  Nov - Open,  
Dec - Show and Tell

Breaking news and further info is always available at our website FocusColorado.com Page 4 of 8

http://focuscolorado.com/
http://focuscolorado.com/competition-definitions/
http://focuscolorado.com/competition-rules/
http://focuscolorado.com/competition-rules/
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June Intentional Blurs Competition Results
Media Artist Image Title Score Award

f5.6 Color Print Gwen Pina Trapped in Hell 9 1st

Digital Projection Jennifer Nelson Not Gonna Get It! 8 1st

Gwen Pina Mixing Light 8 2nd

Monochrome Print Jennifer Nelson Poof 8 1st
f8 Color Print Richard Caverly Cleared for Landing 9 1st

Digital Projection David Irwin A Girl Astride the Fantasy Horse 9 1st

David Irwin He Went By in a Blur 8 2nd
f11 Color Print Karen Kirkpatrick Shadows 9 1st

Oz Pfenninger Evening Light 9 2nd

Digital Projection Dick York Fire Dance 10 1st

Nancy Myer Ghostly 10 2nd

Karen Kirkpatrick Finding Treasure 9 3rd

Mary Paetow High Speed Cowboy 9 HM
f16 Color Print Marv Mickelson Take-Off 10 1st

Digital Projection Dan Greenberg Lots to See, So Little Time 9 1st

Calls For Entries / Photo Contests

Boulder County – Land Through The 
Lens
A juried photography show will be held at The 
Dairy Center for the Arts in Boulder during the 
month of March 2013. The intention is to promote 
the discovery, understanding and enjoyment of 
parks and open space through the photographic 
celebration of the natural world.
A portion of the registration fee will be donated 
to the Boulder County Parks and Open Space 
Foundation and be used to fund youth parks and 
open space programs.
Deadline is November 9, 2012 and complete 
details and entry info is at the contest webpage.

Breaking news and further info is always available at our website FocusColorado.com Page 5 of 8

Take-Off by Marv Mickelson

http://focuscolorado.com/
http://www.bouldercounty.org/os/events/pages/photoshow.aspx
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Your photo on the cover of Professional 
Photographer mag
Yeah, you read that right. YOUR photo could grace the cover 
of Professional Photographer magazine. You've got until 
August 31st, but entering sooner rather than later is sug
gested.
Visit the PPMag contest webpage for complete info and 
entry details.

C4FAP - Green
The most common associations for Green are found in its 
ties to nature, the environment, regeneration, fertility and 
rebirth. Green can also describe a person who is inexperi
enced, envious, environmentally conscious or youthful.
Deadline: July 25, 2012
Visit the call for entries page for Green on their website.

Local Photo Opps and Events

Russ Burden Photo Tours
www.russburdenphotography.com 303.791.9997
2012 Photo Tours

Sept 23 - Oct 2, Tetons and Yellowstone Natl. Parks
   in Fall - 10 days
Oct. 16 - 21, Hunts Mesa - Aerial perspective of
   Monument Valley and Capital Reef National Park

  Nov. 3 – 9, Bryce Canyon and Zion National Parks
Dec. 1 - 7,  Bosque Del Apache / White Sands 
    Natl. Monument

Don't forget - Crested Butte Wildflower Festival
Mark your calendar for July 9-15 for the annual Wildflower Festival. Lots of photo opps, classes, tours and 
hikes are available for you to take advantage of.
You can get all the details on the event, complete schedules and up to date info on what's blooming in 
the area at the Festival's website.

Shoot sunsets for the Boulder contest (pg 5)
Got an email from Jim Drew at Boulder County Parks about sunset shoots they are doing.
We have had increased demand to hold photography sessions “after hours,” so we’ve decided to do a test run of  
sunset sessions once a month from now until October. Some of you may be participating in the Boulder County  

Breaking news and further info is always available at our website FocusColorado.com Page 6 of 8

Not Gonna Get It! by Jennifer Nelson

http://focuscolorado.com/
https://www.crestedbuttewildflowerfestival.com/
http://www.russburdenphotography.com/Nature.html
http://c4fap.org/cfe/2012Green/
http://www.ppmag.com/cover-contest-2012/
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photography show, Land Through the Lens. This is a great opportunity to get unique photos to submit to the 
call for entry for the exhibit. 
Schedule:
July 25th : 5:00 – 8:50 pm (sunset 8:20)
August 29th: 5:00 – 8:00 pm (sunset 7:35)
September 26th: 5:00 – 7:30 pm (sunset 6:55)
October 31st: 5:00 – 6:30 pm (sunset 6:00)
Contact Jim if you are attending. Call (303) 776-
8688, Tuesday – Saturday 8:30 – 5:00

Colorado Photography Festival
The 2nd Annual Colorado Photography Festival 
will be held from August 11-16, 2012. Eight of 
the nation's premier photographers will give 
classroom and in the field instruction on numer
ous aspects of professional photography, from capturing your images to optimizing them in Lightroom. 
This year's instructors are Marc Muench, Grant Collier, Colby Brown, Mark S Johnson, Stephen G Weaver, 
Russ Burden, Glenn Randall, and Dan Ballard.
The indoor classes at this festival will take place at the Auraria campus in downtown Denver. On Satur
day, August 11, five of the instructors will give talks on a different theme related to photography. On Sun
day, each instructor will lead a workshop with up to 12 participants at one of the many scenic locations 
around Denver. Participants who sign up early will have their choice of any of the eight workshops. 
Get all the details at the Colorado Photography Festival website.

Mount Goliath Hikes
Discover the life cycles and lore of the alpine tundra and the intense beauty of a natural garden that lasts 
only 40 frost-free days. This is a trail of contrasts--awesome Rocky Mountain vistas of the Divide peaks; 
delicate floral treasures; wind-sculpted, ancient bristlecone pines; cold summit winds; and gentle sum
mer breezes.
Sponsored by the Denver Botanic Gardens and hikes are conducted Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays 
from June 26 to August 4. Reservations are required and you can register online for the hikes.

Shooting Fireworks
It's always tricky to come away from a fireworks display with great images. Here's a few online articles 
that will help you shoot and process great images.
• Getting the right exposure is essential. See what onOne Software has to say about it.
• An oldie but a goodie, this NYIP fireworks article get right to the basics of good shots.
• And Darren at DPS has a nice article on shooting fireworks. One of the few that talks about framing.
• Need some inspiration? Run through this BetterPhoto gallery and see some beautiful work.

Breaking news and further info is always available at our website FocusColorado.com Page 7 of 8

Cleared for Landing by Richard Caverly

http://focuscolorado.com/
http://www.betterphoto.com/gallery/dynoGall2.asp?catID=290
http://digital-photography-school.com/how-to-photograph-fireworks
http://www.nyip.com/ezine/holidays/firewks.html
http://www.ononesoftware.com/inspiration/episode-12-on-prepping-for-that-perfect-fireworks-exposure
http://www.botanicgardens.org/plan-your-visit/tours/mount-goliath-tours
http://www.coloradophotographyfestival.com/
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Focus Camera Club online
As you know, we relaunched the FocusColorado.com website a few months ago.  Although I still have 
some work to do in promoting the site and getting links to us, we did have a decent amount of web traf
fic in June. Nearly 400 visitors for the month and the average time on the site was 2.5 minutes. And 30% 
of those visits were from direct web searches. (Nice to see more than just members are hitting the site.)
Focus has also become active on Facebook, but we need to make a change there. I have setup a Facebook 
Page for the club at http://www.facebook.com/FocusColorado and I need everyone to go Like that page. 
The Group that currently exists will be deleted at the end of July.
Why the change? Better exposure for the club. 
Facebook Pages are public and indexed by search engines. Groups are not.
Groups are primarily designed as “private” discussion places for organizations. You'll still be able to post 
and comment to the FB Page just like in the Group.
Plus, I can have new website posts automatically show up on the FB Page.
A Facebook Page offers a better opportunity for the general public to find us online. Building member
ship is one of my goals for our online efforts. And is still affords similar communications like a Group.
Not all members are on Facebook, but if you are please go Like the page. Thanks.
- Karl, Focus club Web Monkey

Frame #37
A collection of extra tidbits I've discovered during the past few weeks.

— Photoflex posts a lots of tutorials online, and their latest series is on shooting glass. See how easy it is 
to achieve amazing results in Part 1, Part 2 and Part 3 (coming soon) of the series.
— Beating the heat is an annual battle, especially this year. Don't forget your camera equipment needs to 
keep its cool too. Get some great tips from Canon guru, Chuck Westfall.
— Metal prints are all the rage now. (Not Metallic papers, but actual prints on metal) Find out how they 
are made and the photo labs that produce them in this metal print article.
— Got contacted by a book author via our website. Larry Singer has written “The Illustrated Guide to 
Award-Winning Animal Photography” and you can find info about it on his Facebook page and Amazon. 
Looks like a nice book and also shows independent publishers CAN get on Amazon.com (hmmmmm...)
— If you've never shot a wedding and your cousin's sister just asked you to shoot theirs, you better run 
over to B&H's Wedding articles and get ready. 

 The desire to discover, the desire to move, to capture the f lavor, three concepts that 
describe the art of photography. 

- Helmut Newton


Breaking news and further info is always available at our website FocusColorado.com Page 8 of 8

http://focuscolorado.com/
http://www.bhphotovideo.com/indepth/category/tags/wedding-photography
http://www.amazon.com/Illustrated-Award-Winning-Animal-Photography-Singer/dp/147754450X/
https://www.facebook.com/TheIllustratedGuideToAwardWinningAnimalPhotography
http://www.ppmag.com/web-exclusives/2012/06/metal-prints.html
http://blog.photoshelter.com/2010/08/keeping-your-camera-gear-safe-in-the-heat/
http://photoflex.ehclients.com/liteblog/lighting-for-high-key-glass-part-3
http://photoflex.ehclients.com/liteblog/lighting-for-high-key-glass-part-2
http://photoflex.ehclients.com/liteblog/lighting-for-high-key-glass-part-1
http://www.facebook.com/FocusColorado
http://www.facebook.com/FocusColorado
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