
Photos in this issue are from last month's 'Artificial Light' competition.

The Dog Days of Summer
. ..have been brutal for some. Record temps and record numbers 
of 100+ days for lots of folks from east to west.
Are the mountains calling to you? Do you itch to go shoot alpine 
meadows and trek up to the scenic lakes and woods? I sure do.
Listen to those inner voices. Take a few days off and enjoy.

This Month's Featured Article
Presenting your digital images with a large group means 1) gath
ering around your laptop screen, 2) using a digital projector, or 3) 
creating an awesome slideshow with audio and putting it online 
or on a DVD.
Paul has some great suggestions on how to produce your own 
masterpiece.  Read more here...
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Focus Camera Club Monthly Meetings
Meetings are held the First and Third Tuesday of each month. We gather in the meeting room at the back of the Animal Hos
pital building located at 5640 County Line Place in Highlands Ranch. Get a Google Map by clicking here. Meetings start 
promptly at 7 PM. Parking is at the back of the building, but please leave the first 6 spots open. We can also park in the 
"Tiles for Less" parking lot just to the east of the hospital and walk across.

Lighted Glass Wall by Maria Armstrong

http://maps.google.com/maps?q=5640+E.+County+Line+Place,+Highlands+Ranch+CO&spn=0.029541,0.061935&hl=en
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Creating Digital Slideshows
By Paul DiSalvo
So, you just got back from that exotic vacation and have a bunch of great photos to share.  Maybe, you 
unearthed a boxful of old family photos and need a way to organize them.  Maybe you feel like taking the 
next step from photographer to multi-media artist!  Whatever the reason, a photo slide show with music 
or even, gasp, video might be just the trick.
Slideshows today don’t involve a bunch of carousels, complicated sound mixing and lots of headaches. 
You can literally grab a song from your music library, toss in your favorite photos and you have a really 
cool slide show in minutes.  The catch is once you see how easy it is for a basic show, you’ll want to try 
more complicated stuff and get fancy. The good news is that’s pretty easy too.  Below is a run-down of 
some popular and even free options for both Mac and PC that I have tried over the years as well as some 
general tips.  Enjoy...

Audio adds impact
When you start doing slide shows, it’s now not just a feast for your fans’ eyes but their ears too.  Maybe 
it’s just the way I’m wired but when I do a slide show, I tend to start with music first.  What mood am I 
trying to set?  Choose your songs carefully.  Think about the actual music beat, vocals, instrumentals, 
pace, genre, all of these and more.  And of course, the lyrics.  You’re using basically someone else’s poetry 
to describe what you felt when you snapped that image.
Multiple songs in a slide show are kind of like acts in a play.  Changing songs are a good way to make for 
breaks in the show.  JMHO but I tend to think of how many songs to use with same rules we think of for 
elements in a photo, i.e. I usually pick odd numbers – 1 song, 3 songs, 5 songs.  Again, JMHO.
The more advanced software apps will let you “trim” songs, which comes in handy.  Say you love the lyrics 
but there are two minutes of instrumentals you don’t need/want.  Just trim off the end of the song.  An
other cool feature is being able to “fade” audio in or out.  Want a song to end early than it’s actual length? 
Just trim, fade and life’s good.

Building the foundation
The next step for me is to lay out the audio BEFORE adding slides.  I usually want to match my show’s 
pace with the music so I cant layout slides if I don’t have the audio track in place first.  Once I get the au
dio pretty close to where I want it, I often load up the soundtrack on my IPod and listen to it a few times. 
Doing this allows me to visualize my images and where I’ll put them in the soundtrack.  Load up your 
IPod, take a walk, go tot the gym, watch a sunset, anything that will let you see your show in your mind. 
With the music almost there – yes you WILL tweak it a little, trust me; on to the visuals….Most of the 
popular apps for photo slide shows allow you to utilize some built in “Themes”.  Themes are canned 
graphics or predetermined sets of effects to make your life easier.  If your app has these, take a look at 
them.  Which ones help convey the mood you most want.  Try a couple minutes of all of them and take a 
test drive.

Breaking news and further info is always available at our website www.focuscolorado.com Page 2 of 7
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Adding the visuals
Now it’s time to lay out your slides.  Most programs allow you to just drag & drop images into the show 
as you see fit.  But if you’ve listened to that soundtrack enough times, it’s easy to figure out what images 
go together.  Get the order down and things are starting to get pretty cool.  Most of the more advanced 
apps will let you set durations individually for each slide if you want.  If the soundtrack is fast paced, load 
up a lot of slides and fly through it.  Want to slow it down, make your durations long and let your viewers 
enjoy each slide for a long time.
As you switch from slide to slide, the effects are called “transitions”.  You can fade in and out, fill from the 
top, load from the bottom, and do all sorts of things.  A little goes a long way here – you don’t want to 
make your viewers seasick!  The last visual effect is “title” slides.  Most apps let you add text on your pic
tures or make new slides to separate them, even credits at the end.  Text goes a long way to adding to the 
total experience; think about how titles add to your photos in competition – same concept.  If you have 
an instrumental soundtrack, titles can really help out there.

Software choices
So now you have some broad concepts, what to actually use???  On the PC side, I’ve tried Windows Movie 
Maker and ProShow Gold from Photodex Corp.  Windows Movie Maker came standard with Windows XP 
and now if you’re on Windows 7, you have to download as one of the Windows Mobile Apps where it’s still 
free.  Last I checked, ProShow Gold was available for under $100.  I’ve tried both of these and they are 
very easy to use.  Windows Movie Maker has some fairly good features for a basic application.  If you just 
want to mix in some images and sound, don’t have a lot of time, WMM is your tool.  When you’re done, 
you can burn to a DVD and off you go.  PSG is very powerful and you can do almost anything with it.  It’s 
fairly intuitive so not a big learning curve either.  If you want full creative control, and don’t mind the ad
ditional investment, PSG is really good.
On the Mac side, iPhoto has a great slideshow app.  It has some very cool effects that are super easy to 
use to get very cool presentations in almost no time.  Aperture has a very similar interface to iPhoto and 
adds in some more features/functions not available in iPhoto.  iMovie was designed for doing primarily 
videos but doesn’t really care if content is a still or a video image.  It has some amazing Themes built in 
and creative options for both audio and visuals are pretty impressive for just $15 at the App Store.  All of 
my sample shows were done in iMovie and it’s my main tool these days.
I’ve been told Lightroom is great for slideshows but have yet to try it.  On the pro side, I hear a lot good 
things about a subscription-based product called Animoto and Apple’s Final Cut is supposed to be the ul
timate in A/V production.
So what’s holding you back?  Let’s see those vacation/family archives/ whatever in full color with blazing 
sounds in away that treats multiple senses.  I’ve uploaded a couple of recent projects to my website for 
some samples from simple to intermediate in complexity.  Have a look at http://www.pauldisalvophoto
graphy.com/   Scroll down to the Gallery Categories, then “Customers” gallery, go to Slideshows, password 
is “focuscc” (all lower case, no quotes).  The shows are listed on order of complexity although none were 
really that complex to do.
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Program and Competition Schedules

Program Schedule Competition Schedule

08/02/11 Presentation – Color of the World 
by Blaine Harrington

08/16/11 Subject – Open

09/06/11 Presentation – Nature's Gifts by 
Russ Burden

09/20/11 Subject – Altered Reality

10/04/11 Presentation – Digital 201 Mini 
Presentations

10/18/11 Subject – Looking Up

August 2 Program with Blaine Harrington
A quick visit to www.blaineharrington.com and you'll quickly understand what “Color of the World” means. 
Mr. Harrington is an accomplished, award winning travel photographer who manages to capture the 
beauty of all the places he visits.
Be sure to attend the presentation on Tuesday and prepare to be inspired.

This Month's Upcoming Competition is Open
Break away from the norm and do something 
totally different from what you usually do. 
That's what the Open competition is for.
How about this. Let's all agree that there will 
be no images of animals, flowers, mountain 
scenes,  sunrise or sunsets, light painting, HDR 
or old barns. (just a suggestion - Karl)
Reach beyond the typical and try something 
you've never done before. 

If you need the Competition Entry forms or the tem
plate for the stick-on labels, you can get both from the 
Focus website on the Competition Rules page.

Breaking news and further info is always available at our website www.focuscolorado.com Page 4 of 7
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Artificial Light Competition Results
Media Artist Image Title Score Award

f5.6 Color Print Maria Armstrong Blue Light Special 9 1st

Digital Projection Elmer Paetow Full Moon at Greenwood Tower 9 1st

Maria Armstrong Lighted Glass Wall 9 2nd

Monochrome Print Gwen Pina Emerging of Self 8 1st
f8 Color Print Richard Caverly I Wanna be a Rock Star 8 1st

Digital Projection Paul Olthoff Jay 9 1st

Frank Mercado Ghost Wagen 9 2nd

Monochrome Print Paul Olthoff April 8 1st
f11 Color Print Guy Geoly San Diego 10 1st

Paul DiSalvo Sarah with the Big Smile 9 2nd

Digital Projection Mary Paetow Columbine 10 1st

Barbara Kennedy Light Explosion 10 2nd

Monochrome Print Guy Geoly Too Many Lights 9 1st
f16 Color Print Cliff Lawson Meredith #2 10 1st

Cliff Lawson Hill Climb Driver 10 2nd

Digital Projection Helen Tyler You Should Scream Now 9 1st

Monochrome Print Cliff Lawson I Shoulda Worn a Clean Shirt 10 1st

 There is only you and your camera. The limitations in your photography are in yourself, 
for what we see is what we are.

 — Ernst Haas


Calls For Entries / Photo Contests

C4FAP - DREAMS
ENTRIES DUE AUGUST 9th, 2011   
EXHIBITION DECEMBER 2, 2011 - JANUARY 7, 2012 
THEME: Dreams are a creation of images, ideas, sensations and emotions that occur in our conscious and 
subconscious mind. They can be the manifestation of our aspirations, goals and fears both realistic and 
fantastic. 
JUROR: ALINE SMITHSON 
Aline Smithson has been the Gallery Editor for Light Leaks Magazine, writes and edits the blog, 
Lenscratch, and has curated exhibitions for many galleries and online magazines. Smithson is a national 
reviewer of photography and is a contributing writer of Diffusion, Too Much Chocolate, Lucida, and F Stop 
Magazine. 
Visit the info page on the website for more details.

Breaking news and further info is always available at our website www.focuscolorado.com Page 5 of 7
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C4FAP -PORTFOLIO 
SHOWCASE VOLUME 5
ENTRIES DUE SEPTEMBER 14, 2011 
ONLINE EXHIBITION NOVEMBER 30, 
2011  
BOOK RELEASE AND RECEPTION 
JANUARY 2012  
THEME: There is no theme for this exhibi
tion. The images will be evaluated as a 
cohesive body of work, rather than indi
vidual images. Fifteen photographers will 
be chosen to display their twelve-image 
portfolios in the Center's Portfolio Show
Case Volume 5 book and online exhibi
tion.
JUROR: CHRIS PICHLER is the founder and 
publisher of Nazraeli Press. Based in Port

land, Oregon, Nazraeli Press publishes books specializing in contemporary photography.

Local Photo Opps and Events

2011 Rio Grande Scenic RR, La Veta Pass Route Photo Spectacular
Dan had emailed everyone about this back in June. The trip runs August 22-23, 2011 and includes a host 
of photo opps, as many as 12 train run-bys, food and music and a party in the park, and much more.
And these dates coincide with the Durango & Silverton Railfest, so you will have additional opportunities 
for railroad photos. 
Get all the details and tickets at the event website.

Soul Road Trips sale
From Jeff Johnson: I know Summer just got rolling but it's not too early to plan for your big Fall Road Trip 
for 2011. I have five, count 'em, five exciting 5-day Road Trips planned for the Fall. It ONLY takes $100 to 
hold your spot for your favorite Road Trip. 
And when you register, I'll take an additional $100 off your balance!
So come & hang out with some very kewl people like yourself as we head to Canyonlands, Southwest 
Colorado, Zion & Bryce, New Orleans and Death Valley. Not a bad selection there, right?
Read more below or check 'em out at www.soulroadtrips.com and register before you get left out and your 
only excitement for the fall will be raking leaves! Seriously!?!
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Portal to Paradise by Dan Greenberg
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EOS Immersion Seminars & Workshops
Something special for you Canon shooters is coming to Denver in September. Mark the weekend of the 
10th/11th and go register now for these unique classes. Full details at their website.
EOS Immersion Seminar is an all encompassing day of camera options and settings, speedlite usage, and 
video instruction. (use the discount code sharon11 for $50 off this Saturday event.)
EOS HD Storytelling: Real Life Techniques is a video class that will help you achieve stunning videos from 
your DSLR. Spend the day learning the ins and outs of composition, lens selection, audio and editing.
Creative Lighting with Speedlites puts you in a studio with models and a pro photographer who will 
teach you creative lighting, ETTL wireless techniques, and exposure control with Canon speedlites.
Sharon Levy Freed is one of the instructors and has graciously provided a coupon code for you.

onOne Software Summer Sale
From their website: Summer is upon us, and to celebrate we are offering a Summer-long sale on all of our 
products. No special coupon codes required. Just visit our Store and you'll see that you can get the Perfect 
Photo Suite 5.5 for only $299.95. The new Perfect Layers is only $69.95 and the rest of our products are 
on sale for only $99.95.
Discounts are also available for upgrade versions of our software. Upgrades to individual products start 
at $69.95 and upgrades to the Perfect Photo Suite 5.5 are only $149.95.

Frame #37
A collection of extra tidbits I've discovered during the past few weeks.

— All during August is a show at the Parker Library featuring 
our own Nancy Myer and Peggy Dietz. Ya oughta go!!
— Want some cool fonts to use on a letter, brochure or promo 
piece? Check out FontSquirrel.com for awesome fonts. And 
they are all free for personal and commercial use. 
— If you're trying to make money with your photography you 
need to do some marketing. Check out the free guides from 
Photoshelter and you could be a marketing ninja. 

Russ Burden Photo Tours 2011
www.russburdenphotography.com  303.791.9997
Sept 24 - Oct 3, Yellowstone and Teton Natl. Parks in Fall - 10 days
Oct. 18 - 23, Hunts Mesa - Aerial perspective of Monument Valley and 
Capital Reef NP
Nov. 5 - 11, Bryce Canyon and Zion National Parks
Dec. 6 - 12, Bosque Del Apache & White Sands Natl. Monument

Breaking news and further info is always available at our website www.focuscolorado.com Page 7 of 7

You Should Scream Now by Helen Tyler
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