
Photos in this issue are from last month's 'Art in Nature' competition.

Forces of Nature
No, it's not a new contest. It just means there is no blizzard on 
the way so the March 1 meeting will be a club meeting. See 
pages 6 and 7 for the agenda.
And don't miss the 5th Thursday HDR session with Tim Visser.

This Month's Featured Article
Russ details some Photoshop wizardry to create a unique sports 
image. Basic tools and some creative thinking, and he achieves a 
wonderful end result.  Read more here...
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Focus Camera Club Monthly Meetings
Meetings are held the First Thursday and Third Tuesday of each month. Our new meeting place is in The Community Room at 
the Greenwood Village City Hall, 6060 S. Quebec St. (That’s on the east side of Quebec just south of Orchard Rd.) Get a 
Google Map by clicking here. Meetings start promptly at 7 PM and will end around 9:45 PM so we can be out by 10 PM.

The Stare Down by Elmer Paetow
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Cleaning up a photo and adding elements in Photoshop
By Russ Burden
I often get asked to explain the steps I use in Photoshop to get from my original capture to the final 
version I present to my stock agency, a competition, or include in a show. Learn to clean up a photo and 
add elements in Photoshop with the Photoshop Tutorial below.
I started off with this original capture:

And wound up with this as my final version: ￼
 

The flowchart of corrections/modifications is as follows: 
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Step 1: Crop the Image
The image needed cropping for a few reas
ons. The primary player is centered and he 
needs to be more to the left. The distraction 
on the left needs to be cropped out. Part of 
the distraction on the top needs to be re
moved. 
I extended the crop to the right so the sub
ject wouldn't be centered. Note that the crop 
handles extend past the image boundary. 
This portion of the image needs to be filled 
in with pixels - more on this later.

Step 2: Clone the dust and top

To remove the two dust marks, I used the clone 
stamp.  The spot healing brush set to Content 
Aware or regular healing brush would also work. 
I then used the clone stamp to remove the white 
and tan lines across the top.

 

Step 3: Clone or Content Aware Fill the players 
and added canvas
The cloning for this part is a bit more advanced 
as the areas to cover are much greater. 
Start with a medium sized brush that’s set to a 
medium hardness and sample the grass to the 
left of the players. The important aspect to be 
aware of is to line up the streaks of light and dark 
areas of the grass so they maintain a continuous 
line. If they’re choppy, it’s a dead give away that 
improper cloning was utilized.  
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The Content Aware fill command could also be 
used but I suggest you first break up the large 
portions of players into blocks by doing some 
strategic cloning in between them.  
Again, be sure the lines on the grass are smoothly 
maintained. 
Use the clone stamp tool to paint the grass over 
the players and extended canvas.

 

Step 4￼ :  Add The Ball
If it were my goal to create a panning shot, 
short of doing a basic levels and saturation 
adjustment, I’d be done. This was my origin
al intent. But when I saw how clean the im
age looked, I wanted it to tell a story.
Luckily I made a number of images of the 
kids playing soccer that day and I had one 
where the ball was spinning nicely. I thought 
how cool it would be to introduce the ball 
into the photo.
Use the lasso tool to make a selection of the 
ball. Be sure to leave some room around it 
to feather it into the primary file of the panned soccer player. Go to Edit>Copy.

Bring back the primary photo and go to 
Edit>Paste.  
A new layer will appear in the layers palette and 
the soccer ball will appear on the photo. 
Use the Move tool to position it where you desire. 
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As seen above, the exposure from the two files is 
different. 
To try to match them, be sure the top layer of the 
ball is active and make a levels adjustment to 
bring the two close.  
As you move the mid-tone slider, you can eyeball 
the blend.
To seamlessly blend the soccer ball and primary 
image together, add a layer mask to the layer 
with the ball.  
At the bottom of the layers palette, click the icon 
to add a layer mask. Be sure the layer with the 

soccer ball is active. 
￼
With the layer mask highlighted, use the brush tool with the fore
ground color set to black to paint away the pixels around the ball 
and seamlessly blend the two images together. 
Be sure the hardness of the brush is set to a low number and use 
just the edge of it to feather the blend. Set the opacity of the brush 
in the Options bar to 50%. It’s better to build up the effect rather 
than try to paint it away with one swipe. The layer mask will show 
a black area around the ball that represent the pixels you painted 
away.
When done, the blend should be smooth.
Step 5: Finishing Touches

To punch up the color and fine tune the 
exposure, I added a levels adjustment layer 
so both layers would receive the same ad
justment. 
I brought up the mid-tones and blacks to 
complete the finished product. 
The final step was sharpening.
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Program and Competition Schedules

Program Schedule Competition Schedule

03/01/12 Club Meeting - Members invited 
to provide feedback for Focus 
direction, programs, competitions, 
shooting locations, competition 
rules, etc.

03/20/12 Subject – Open

04/05/12 Presentation - Storm Photography 
by Stan Rose - Tentative, confirm
ing date

04/17/12 Subject – People Portraits

05/03/12 Presentation - All those Pictures 
by Marilyn Clark, Member Critique

05/15/12 Subject – Open

Club Meeting
Tentative Meeting Agenda Items
This is the proposed agenda for our first Thursday meeting 
(rescheduled from February) . We encourage every member to 
attend and take part in the discussion. Let your voice be heard 
and help shape the future direction of the club.

 1. Introduction, Frank
 a) Welcome
 b) Meeting Agenda
 c) Meeting Rules

 2. Membership, Peggy
 a) Suggestion Box
 b) Welcoming New Members
 c) New Member Sponsors / Mentors

 3. Programs, Tim
 a) Recap of Last Years Programs – How we did
 b) Discussion of Coming Programs
 c) Third Monthly Meeting Topics

 4. Field Trips, Tim
 a) Club Interest
 b) Coordinator

 5. Competitions, Russ
 a) Ringer Slides – 2011 -  What was the response?
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 b) Ringer Slides – 2012  - Why we do it
 c) Do we need new categories – Point & Shoot, etc.?
 d) No category night – all compete regardless of group?

 6. Other Topics ???

Fifth Thursday Presentation - March 29
Mentoring Session on HDR by Tim Visser, and Member critique. Check with Tim for the time and location 
of this meeting.

This Month's Upcoming Competition is Open
An Open competition means you can enter any style of photo you want. Landscape, portrait, abstract, 
experimental, etc. But what if you take it literally: produce an image that exemplifies the word OPEN.
Hmmm. Wonder what we'll see in this competition...
If you need the Competition Entry forms or the template for the stick-on labels, you can get both from the Focus website on 
the Competition Rules page.

February 'Art in Nature' Competition Results
Media Artist Image Title Score Award

f5.6 Color Print Jan Fuiks Unbelievable Sunset 8 1st

Gwen Pina Groovin Shrooms 8 2nd

Digital Projection Elmer Paetow The Stare Down 8 1st

Monochrome Print Jan Fuiks Sea Life in Sitka Aquarium 8 1st
f8 Color Print Rick Matson Choir of Orchids 9 1st

Digital Projection Jim Graham And Don't Bother Me Again 9 1st

Jim Graham A Polaroid Transfer 8 2nd

Rick Matson The Dance 8 3rd

David Irwin Jellyfish a la Modern 8 HM

Monochrome Print Rick Matson Moonlight Sonata 9 1st
f11 Color Print Marilyn Clark Outlined in Color 9 1st

Jimmy Doolittle Bee Balm 9 2nd

Jimmy Doolittle Colors of Sumac 9 3rd

Digital Projection Karen Kirkpatrick Finding Nourishment 10 1st

Jimmy Doolittle Full Bloom 9 2nd

Mary Paetow Will O' the Wisp 9 3rd

Nancy Myer Chiming Bell Invention 8 HM

Monochrome Print Jimmy Doolittle Looking Up 10 1st

Jimmy Doolittle Magnolia 9 2nd
f16 Color Print Dan Greenberg Kookaburra Close Up 9 1st

Digital Projection Ilene Nova Behold the Burning Bush 8 1st

Monochrome Print Helen Tyler Scratched by the Cactus 9 1st
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Calls For Entries / Photo Contests

Outdoor Photographer American Landscape contest
We invite you to submit your best scenic photographs to the inaugural The American Landscape Photo 
Contest today! Entries will be judged by an elite panel of photographers and editors.
The Grand Prize Package includes your choice of a new DSLR from Sony, Canon or Nikon + publication of 
your photo in Outdoor Photographer!
Submit photos from January 25 through May 23. $20 entry fee for up to four photos 
Get full details at the contest page.

Outdoor Photographer Great Outdoors contest
Entry deadline is April 10, 2012
Submit photos of outdoor locations from around the world for your chance to win big! The grand Prize 
Package includes a zoom lens from Tamron + publication of your photo in Outdoor Photographer!
Enter at the website now!

Local Photo Opps and Events

Russ Burden Photo Tours
www.russburdenphotography.com 303.791.9997
2012 Photo Tours
April 14 - 20, Monument Valley and Slot Canyons
May 5 - 11 ,  Arches and Canyonlands with  5 days
   of Photoshop instruction 
May 26 - June 4, Oregon Coast - 10 day trip
  June 16 - 22, Grand Teton / Yellowstone National
   Parks – Spring

Sept 23 - Oct 2, Tetons and Yellowstone Natl. Parks
   in Fall - 10 days
Oct. 16 - 21, Hunts Mesa - Aerial perspective of
   Monument Valley and Capital Reef National Park

  Nov. 3 – 9, Bryce Canyon and Zion National Parks
Dec. 1 - 7,  Bosque Del Apache / White Sands 
    Natl. Monument

First Friday Reception at C4FAP
Please Join us at the Center for Fine Art Photography for the First Friday Receptions, including an artist 
talk by Christopher Capozellio and a live Skype chat with the Home curator, Krzysztof Candrowicz.
Christopher Capozziello's "The Distance Between Us" series is featured the North Gallery. Christopher will 
be giving a brief introduction to the work and his process at 6:30 PM. To attend the talk, please RSVP to 
contact@c4fap.org
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PPC Annual Conference
Professional Photographers of Colorado is hold
ing their annual conference on March 10th-11th 
at the PPA event center in Denver.  PPC would like 
to invite you and the members of Focus Camera 
Club to join us in what we will be one of our best 
events in PPC history!
For starters, our print competition is one of the 
more popular events during our show, and at
tracts photographers of all backgrounds and ex
perience.  It's a great opportunity for any 
photographer to both provide and receive profes
sional critique and recognition for their work. 
We'd be thrilled to have the members of Focus 
Camera Club participate and share some of their work - it's also a great networking opportunity for pho
tographers at every level to share stories and best practices!  Instructions on how to enter can be found 
here http://www.ppcolorado.com/2012conference/printcomp.html
Our trade show this year will be one of our biggest ever, and there will be something for everyone at the 
show this year!  I'm including in this email a complimentary pass to the show, valued at $25 - feel free to 
pass this along to your members and encourage them to attend.  We've carefully selected a combination 
of local and national vendors, including top tier companies such as Canon (a PPC first!).  Many of the 
vendors will be including giveaways in addition to a wide variety of products and services for sale.  Make 
sure those that plan to attend bring lots of business cards for the drawings. 
If your members are interested, we'll also have a collection of educational sessions featuring information 
on techniques such as portraiture and lighting, as well as Photoshop tips.  Anyone who's interested can 
sign up at http://www.ppcolorado.com/2012conference/register.html.
We're looking forward to a great show this year, and hope you and your members can join us!  If you have 
any questions, please don't hesitate to reply to this email or call me direct at (303) 520-0457.

Best Regards,
Shane Sitter, Vendor Liaison
Professional Photographers of Colorado
(See next page for a printable Free Pass to the trade show)

Frame #37
A collection of extra tidbits I've discovered during the past few weeks.

— Why wedding photographers' prices are wack, an interesting read about real business costs.
— Check out super guru light master Joe McNally and the new Nikon SB-910 AF Speedlight
— Bargains abound at the PhotoWhoa website. Sign up for their email list to get deal alerts.

Breaking news and further info is always available at our website www.focuscolorado.com Page 9 of 10
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