
Photos in this issue are from last month's 'Open' competition.

So much to read; so little time
It's a long newsletter, I know, but it's chock full of Focus-ey good
ness (and some awesome photos from members). The Feb. 2nd 

meeting is an important one. Read pages 4 & 5 and be there.
And congrats go out to the photographers who got promoted or 
won Photographer of the Year in their classification.
Grab a cup of coffee or tea and read on...

This Month's Featured Article
Your super cool digital SLR is able to focus and expose an image 
in milliseconds. But is it always right?
Paul describes a quick process where he took and image from 
so-so to “Hey, whoa!”  Read more here...
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The purpose of the Focus Camera Club is
 to further its members’ enjoyment, knowledge 

and mastery of photographic skills through
cooperative efforts and fellowship.

Focus Camera Club Monthly Meetings
Meetings are held the First Thursday and Third Tuesday of each month. Our new meeting place is in The Community Room at 
the Greenwood Village City Hall, 6060 S. Quebec St. (That’s on the east side of Quebec just south of Orchard Rd.) Get a 
Google Map by clicking here. Meetings start promptly at 7 PM and will end around 9:45 PM so we can be out by 10 PM.

Inspired by Helen by Jim Graham
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What’s the right exposure?

Don’t just let your meter decide….
By Paul DiSalvo
I thought I’d show an example of why to not always trust what your camera says is the “right” exposure. 
The series of photos in this article were taken within about 10 minutes of each other.  During that time, 
the “light” did not change but how I set my camera did.

1) Here’s the starting point. Camera says this is the “correct” exposure. 
There’s good detail in a wide range of tones. No shadows are blocked up, 
no highlights blown out.

Success, right? Yes on the exposure but no on excitement.

2) So let’s make the clouds a little more 
dramatic by underexposing 2 stops. 

Sky is better and background is much less 
noticeable but my subject is way too dark. 

3) Next up, add in a little fill flash to bring 
the subject back to where we need them to 
be. 

My ambient exposure is the same as the 
last frame and still is 2 stops underexposed from the first shot. 

Again, available light has not changed since the first frame.  

The photo is starting to get interesting but I was hoping for more drama 
in the sky.

Breaking news and further info is always available at our website www.focuscolorado.com Page 2 of 10
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Since skies are supposed to be blue, a quick change of 
the White Balance dial (changing it to Tungsten WB) and 
'viola’, we have a blue sky. 

Trouble is, everything else will have a bluish cast  too. 

I’m good with almost everything having a blue cast but 
not my subject. So back to the speedlight and all I have 
to do is add one of the amber gels to the front of my 
flash and my subject is back to a “normal” white balance. 

Just to hedge by bet, I’m going to add a grid to my flash. 
This will keep the light in a narrow beam so as not to 
wash out the blue cast in anything but my subject.  In 
fact, I’m OK with only part of the subject being in the 
light and the rest falling off in the blues.  

Here’s the final shot.

So once again, the ambient light did NOT change at all 
from first to last shot.  All that was changed were camera 
settings to get the look I wanted, not what the camera thought was correct.

So let’s recap… Rules say correct exposure, correct white balance for a good picture. But break the rules 
and get something unique. Once you know what your meter wants, you can easily learn to get what you 
want with a few quick adjustments. 

Breaking news and further info is always available at our website www.focuscolorado.com Page 3 of 10

Final Shot
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President's Message
We had a great board meeting last week which 
we hope will carry over to our February 2nd 
meeting. 
I would encourage everyone to attend if you 
want to be heard and contribute new ideas to 
improve the club.  The entire board is looking 
forward to hearing your ideas.

– Frank Gibbs

Members: Please review the Board meeting notes 
and the Proposed Agenda for the Feb. 2 meeting. 
Come to the meeting prepared to discuss these 
items and other pertinent club business.

Focus Camera Club January 23, 2012 Board Meeting Topics
Recorded By:  Paul DiSalvo
Meeting Attendees :  Frank Gibbs, Russ Burden, Joe Bonita, Paul DiSalvo, Tim Visser, Peggy Dietz .  Not 
present was Marv Mickleson.

1. 2/2/2012 Meeting Topics – A tentative meeting agenda was discussed and is noted below.
2. Club Projector Replacement – While the current projector is not perfect, projections at the last 

competition were noted as being out of calibration by quite a degree.  Although not in-person, 
Marv provided information on a suitable projector replacement.  Marv also noted that the laptop 
used had never been calibrated to the projector.  The Competition Setup will be calibrated prior to 
the next competition night.  If problems persist, the topic of replacement will be discussed then. 
Approximate replacement Projector cost will be $900 if needed. 

3. Color Munki Security Deposit – The group felt we should continue to require a security deposit for 
the use of the Color Munki .  The approximate value of the Color Munki is $500 and it was felt 
that this does instill a sense of value to the using member.

4. Kelby Training – Paul will research if group/club rate available.
5. LYNDA.com – Tim will research if group/club rate available.
6. Other ideas were discussed for future club expenditures like paying for a “high-profile” speaker, or 

investing in a Book or DVD library. This issue will be revisited at a later date pending research of 
on-line training subscriptions.

7. Focus Web Site –  Since the web-site is our primary face to the public, it is very high in priority to 
the club.  Several topics related to the web site were discussed and an update meeting with Dan, 
our current webmaster is in the works.  More discussion on this to come.

Breaking news and further info is always available at our website www.focuscolorado.com Page 4 of 10

Line Up by Frank Gibbs
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February 2,  2012 Meeting Tentative Meeting Agenda Items
This is the proposed agenda for our first Thursday meeting. We encourage every member to attend and 
partake in the discussion. Let your voice be heard and help shape the future direction of the club.

 1. Introduction, Frank
 a) Welcome
 b) Meeting Agenda
 c) Meeting Rules

 2. Membership, Peggy
 a) Suggestion Box
 b) Welcoming New Members
 c) New Member Sponsors / Mentors

 3. Programs, Tim
 a) Recap of Last Years Requested Programs – How we did
 b) Discussion of Coming Programs
 c) Third Monthly Meeting Topics

 4. Field Trips, Tim
 a) Club Interest
 b) Coordinator

 5. Competitions, Russ
 a) Ringer Slides – 2011 -  What was the response?
 b) Ringer Slides – 2012  - Why we do it
 c) Do we need new categories – Point & Shoot, etc.?
 d) No category night – all compete regardless of group?

 6. Other Topics ???

Breaking news and further info is always available at our website www.focuscolorado.com Page 5 of 10

A Boat Alone by Jennifer Riefenberg

1930 Model A by Dan Greenberg

http://www.focuscolorado.com/


InFocus – the Monthly Newsletter of the Focus Camera Club February 2012

Program and Competition Schedules

Program Schedule Competition Schedule

02/02/12 Club Meeting - Members invited 
to provide feedback

02/21/12 Subject – Art in Nature

03/01/12 Presentation - How to put slide 
shows together by Paul DiSalvo

03/20/12 Subject – Open

04/05/12 Presentation - Storm Photography 
by Stan Rose - Tentative, confirm
ing date

04/17/12 Subject – People Portraits

Feb. 2nd Club Meeting
Members invited to provide feedback. Be sure to review the previous two pages and bring your ideas.

This Month's Upcoming Competition 
is Art in Nature
Our lengthy rules state:
Art in Nature is nature photography (see PSA defini
tion online) where modifications are acceptable  
provided the original subject is identifiable.  An  
artistic touch needs to be added to the image in the  
form of slow shutter speed, panning, obvious use of  
Photoshop filters, or other deviation from reality  
that adds an artistic impression to the image.
Nature photography is restricted to the use of the  
photographic process to depict observations from 
all branches of natural history, except anthropology and archeology, in such a fashion that a well informed per
son will be able to identify the subject material. Human elements shall not be present, except on the rare occa
sion where those human elements enhance the nature story. The presence of scientific bands on wild animals  
is acceptable.
Photographs of artificially produced hybrid plants or animals, mounted specimens, or obviously set arrange
ments, are ineligible. Photographs of zoo or other captive animals, where it is in no way evident that they are  
captive are acceptable. Images of plants, flowers, etc where it is not evident that they are in a manmade habit
at or not manmade flower arrangements or gardens, are acceptable.

If you need the Competition Entry forms or the template for the stick-on labels, you can get both from the Focus website on 
the Competition Rules page.

Breaking news and further info is always available at our website www.focuscolorado.com Page 6 of 10

Waiting His Turn by Russ Burden
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January Open Competition Results
Media Artist Image Title Score Award

f5.6 Color Print Muffie Swan Sunning 8 1st

Digital Projection Lena Owens The Ending of Time 9 1st

Maria Armstrong Locked & Boarded Up 8 2nd

Elmer Paetow Road of Gold 8 3rd

Monochrome Print Kim Ross Pointing Up 10 1st
f8 Color Print Jennifer Riefenberg A Boat Alone 10 1st

Joyce Mickelson Colorado Columbine 9 2nd

Digital Projection Jim Graham Inspired by Helen 10 1st

David Irwin Tiger man 9 2nd

Wayne Corrigan Fajada Butte 9 3rd

Jennifer Riefenberg Watch Dog 9 HM

Jennifer Riefenberg Untitled 9 HM

Monochrome Print Rick Matson Reflections of an Artist 10 1st
f11 Color Print Paul DiSalvo A Different Kind of Sunset on the Rockies 10 1st

Frank Gibbs The Beast 10 2nd

Digital Projection Bill Rothenmeyer Wilson Peak 10 1st

Nancy Myer Building in Decay 10 2nd

Ken Farman The New Squeezing Out the Old 9 3rd

Ken Farman Need a Seat 9 HM

Monochrome Print Frank Gibbs Line Up 10 1st

Jimmy Doolittle Infinite Walkway 9 2nd
f16 Color Print Ilene Nova Into Heydon Wood 10 1st

Helen Tyler Concert Inside, Photographer Outside 10 2nd

Digital Projection Dan Greenberg 1930 Model A 10 1st

Ilene Nova First Born Daughter 10 2nd

Russ Burden Waiting His Turn 9 3rd

Monochrome Print Ilene Nova Restraint 10 1st

Promotions and Photographers of the Year for 2011
Congratulations go out to the photographers mentioned below. They have shown their excellence and 
skill throughout the year and deserve these accolades. 
Photographer of the Year Promotions to next class
f8:  Tim Visser f8 to f11:  John Grevillius, Todd Lytle and Tim Visser
f11:  Paul DiSalvo f11 to f16:  Dan Greenberg and Nona Radin
f16:  Cliff Lawson

Breaking news and further info is always available at our website www.focuscolorado.com Page 7 of 10

http://www.focuscolorado.com/


InFocus – the Monthly Newsletter of the Focus Camera Club February 2012

Calls For Entries / Photo Contests

C4FAP – Alternative Processes
Entries due: February 15, 2012
All alternative photographic processes are eligible. This includes, but is not limited to: Albumen, Cyano
type, Van Dyke Brown, Platinum/Palladium, Gum Bichromate, Bromoil, Salt Print, Ambrotype, Tintype, Im
age Transfer, Ziatype, Wet Plate Collodian, Callotype, and Daguerreotype (etc.).
Juror: Christopher James
Christopher James is an internationally known artist and photographer whose paintings and alternative 
process images have been exhibited in galleries and museums in this country and abroad.
All the details are on the C4FAP website.

Outdoor Photographer Great Outdoors 
contest
Entry deadline is April 10, 2012
Submit photos of outdoor locations from around the 
world for your chance to win big! The grand Prize 
Package includes a zoom lens from Tamron + public
ation of your photo in Outdoor Photographer!
Enter at the website now!

Birds As Art 1st International 
Competition
** If you are a bird photographer you've no doubt heard  
of Arthur Morris down in Florida. The BAA contest  has  
lots of categories and tons of prizes. 
You should check it out. (Ed.)
The contest is open to all photographers, amateurs 
and professionals alike, except those who have business ties to BIRDS AS ART.  The winning images will 
be published in a special edition Nature Photographer magazine iPad app and in a BIRDS AS ART Bullet
in. 
The eleven category winning images (which will include the Grand Prize winner) will be published in a 
print edition of Nature Photographer magazine. 
Info and entry details at their website.

Breaking news and further info is always available at our website www.focuscolorado.com Page 8 of 10

The Ending of Time by Lena Owens
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Local Photo Opps and Events

Russ Burden Photo Tours
www.russburdenphotography.com 303.791.9997
2012 Photo Tours
February 18 - 24, Birds of Florida
April 14 - 20, Monument Valley and Slot Canyons
May 5 - 11 ,  Arches and Canyonlands with  5 days
   of Photoshop instruction 
May 26 - June 4, Oregon Coast - 10 day trip
  June 16 - 22, Grand Teton / Yellowstone National
   Parks – Spring

Sept 23 - Oct 2, Tetons and Yellowstone Natl. Parks
   in Fall - 10 days
Oct. 16 - 21, Hunts Mesa - Aerial perspective of
   Monument Valley and Capital Reef National Park

  Nov. 3 – 9, Bryce Canyon and Zion National Parks
Dec. 1 - 7,  Bosque Del Apache / White Sands 
    Natl. Monument

Free Admission Days at National Parks
Mark your calendars and plan some trips to our Na
tional Parks on these free admission days. 
You'll find a map of Colorado National Parks here.
April 21-29 is National Park Week
June 9 is Get Outdoors Day
September 29 is National Public Lands Day
November 10-12 is Veterans Day weekend

Orchids at Denver Botanic Gardens
More than 200 flowering orchids are displayed in the 
Orangery. The Orchid Showcase includes orchids 
spilling from hanging baskets along the north wall, 
and steel arbors are draped with orchids and bromeli
ads framing the citrus trees along the south wall. The 
arbors of the Orangery are flanked by clay pots filled 
with orchid blooms.

Dates and times:  Jan. 12 - Feb. 20 from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Included with admission to the Gardens, or you could pick one of the Free Days they have.

Breaking news and further info is always available at our website www.focuscolorado.com Page 9 of 10

Reflections of an Artist by Rick Matson
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Frame #37 (and For Sale)
A collection of extra tidbits I've discovered during the past few weeks.

— If you use the Focus competition subjects as an “assignment” then good on you. If you need inspiration 
or want to try something else you should bookmark Outdoor Photographer's Assignments page. Current 
assignment is Winter Macro and you've got until Feb. 7 to submit. Or look through the past assignments 
and find something you would like to try.
— Funny name, awesome images. Check out The Flannel Photographer on Flickr.
— Got an iPad or Android tablet and want to release your inner artist? Or do you just need to sketch out 
lighting diagrams ala Joe McNally? Autodesk Sketchbook Express is a fantastic free app. Search the App 
store or Android Market for these.
(If you're an Evernote user go grab Skitch instead.)

For Sale Items
Both available from Paul DiSalvo  email: paul.disalvo@comcast.net or call: 303 683-9452
1) Think Tank Airport International V2 Rolling camera bag.  About a year old, in very good condition.  I 
have all of the accessories that came with it.  New sells for $340, selling used for $225.
2) Epson R2400 Photo Printer.  Great printer for doing your own prints.  Does everything from 4x6 to 
13x44".  Uses roll or sheet fed papers in many different surfaces.  Comes with about $200 in ink. $400.

 When I say I want to photograph someone, what it really means is that I'd like to know 
them. Anyone I know I photograph. 

- Annie Leibovitz


Breaking news and further info is always available at our website www.focuscolorado.com Page 10 of 10

Wilson Peak by Bill Rothenmeyer
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