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Photos in this issue are from last month's 'Frozen / Ice / Snow' competition.

Spring has sprung

But a little consistency would be really appre-
ciated. Seems we’re riding a weather roller 
coaster at times. 

But warmer weather is upon us and I hope 
you’re getting out to shoot, taking little day 
trips, and enjoying the outdoors.

If you’re planning any excursions and wouldn’t 
mind some company you should talk to a few 
Focus members at the next meeting. 

Fellowship and cooperative efforts is part of 
our Mission Statement. Let’s embrace that 
thinking this year.

Alliterative Photo Tips

Another collection of useful photo tips from 
Russ Burden. Read more here…

Beneath Spouting Rock by Jeff Owens

Check this out

Be sure to read the note on Page 5 about sending your 
print images for the Online Galleries.

We’ve bumped the image size to 800px  this year.

One more thing…

A big Thank You goes out to Tod Quirk for stepping up 
to play “tour guide” for Darragh (from Ireland).
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Our Mission
The purpose of the Focus Camera Club is  to further its members’ enjoyment, knowledge and mastery of 
photographic skills through cooperative efforts and fellowship.

Focus Camera Club Monthly Meetings
Meetings are held the Second Friday & Fourth Wednesday of each month. Our meeting place is Lone Tree Civic Center, 
8527 Lone Tree Pkwy, in Lone Tree.  Meetings start promptly at 6:30 PM and will end by 9:00 PM after we breakdown 
the chairs and tables in the room. Get a Google Map by clicking here. 
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Alliterative Photo Tips

By Russ Burden

I’ll mix it up but still provide lots of photo knowledge. Based 
on this format and an expanded number of illustrative pho-
tos, even more knowledge than usual should be garnered. 

So I stir the pot, furnish knowledge and provide a twist, all 
at the same time. 

I present to you, “Photo Alliterations.”

Carefully Create Compelling Compositions: 
Balance all subject areas, use the rule of thirds to place the primary element and leave room for motion, 
flow or movement.

Alleviate Aperture Anxiety: 
If it’s your desire to depict a lot of depth of feld, stop down the lens 
and use a wide angle. If you desire narrow depth of fled, use a long 
lens and open the aperture all the way.

Polarizers Possess Powerful Potential: 
Use a polarizer to add neutral density if you need a slower shutter 
speed, to darken a blue sky if you’re 90 degrees to the sun and to re-
move glare from shiny or reflective surfaces.

Bemusing Backgrounds Bring Bewilderment: 
One of my business taglines is, “The background is equally as impor-
tant as the subject.” Be cognizant of your backgrounds and how the 
image can be changed by moving to your right, left, getting higher or 
lower or by controlling depth of feld.

Lovely Light Laces Luscious Landscapes: 
My primary business tagline is, “It’s All About The Light.” 
This especially holds true in landscapes. 

Make your landscapes at sunrise and sunset or at the edge 
of a storm to produce the most dramatic light.
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Magnificent Macros Magnify Miniature Matter: 
The best way to get close to a small subject is via the use of a macro lens. The drawback is they’re expen-
sive. Less expensive ways to magnify the miniature world are via the use of extension tubes or close-up 
flters. Dual element ones are better than a single piece of close-up glass. A teleconverter can also be 
used.

Action Absolutely Accentuates Active Animals: 
An animal at rest can be a good subject, but one that shows action can be a great one. Use a fast shutter 
speed to arrest the movement of the animal. Use a slow one to accentuate the action by panning in the 
same direction of the motion.

Flash Flaunts Frontal Face Fauna: 
Use flash to fll in shadow areas of animals in the shade or those that are 
backlit. The flash provides illumination where natural light doesn’t reach. 
As a result, the contrast between bright highlights and deep shadows is 
lessened.

– Russ Burden

All images © Russ Burden
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Program & Competition Meetings

Program Schedule Competition Schedule

04/13/18 Program – Image Repair and 
Enhancement Techniques by 
Dan Greenberg

04/25/18 Subject – Vehicle and Machinery 
Details

05/11/18 Program – Beyond Nature by 
John Kieffer

05/23/18 Subject – Abandoned / Decay

05/30/18 Member Critique Meeting

06/08/18 Program - TBA 06/27/18 Subject – Open

April 13 Program with Dan Greenberg

The program will cover a variety of different ideas on how to make images better using various tools 
such as Lightroom, Photoshop, third party plug ins from Topaz, Nik and OnOne and HDR software.

Learn about various photo fxing and enhancement techniques including:

- Certain masking shortcuts
- Sky replacement
- The use of basic HDR to fx images, deal with 
contrast problems and something Dan calls “the 
double HDR application technique”
- Exploration of uses of blending modes include 
the split mode technique when using flters

- Highlights of some of the things Dan does with 
flters from Topaz, Nik and OnOne
- Things that can be done with otherwise ruined 
images
- Various other production shortcuts mostly 
using Lightroom.

About Dan:

Dan Greenberg is a photographer specializing in fne art automotive photography, based in Parker, Col-
orado. He has been photographing vehicles of all types at car events, in salvage yards, at custom portrait 
sessions and many other places and situations for over thirty years. His work has been published in car 
magazines as well as in his own series of self-published and ever growing series of car art books avail-
able on Blurb.com.

This Month's Competition is Vehicle and Machinery Details

Mechanical things dominate this month’s competition. The offcial defnition: “We are looking for close-
ups and details of vehicles (cars, trucks, buses, planes, boats, trains) or machinery (mechanical apparatus such 
as framework or moving parts).”  Anyone up for a trip to a junk or salvage yard?

Judge will be Terry Mieger

If you need the Competition Entry forms or the template for the stick-on labels, you can get both from the Focus website 
on the Competition Rules page.
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March ‘Frozen / Ice / Snow’ Competition Results

Media Artist Image Title Score

f5.6 Digital Susan Haffke Ice Bud 9

William Williams Unearthly Flow 9
f8 Color Carl Paulson Ice Shoot 10

Digital Ally Green Snow on the rocks 9

Bill Dickson Natures Design 10

Dave Hull River’s Icy Edge 10

Gwen Paton A Typical Michigan Winter 10

Gwen Paton Surprise Spring Snow in Santa Fe 10

Monochrome Carl Paulson Green Mtn. 10
f11 Color Alicia Glassmeyer Glacial Blue 9

Jeff Jensen Taking A Bough 10

Digital Larry Hartlaub Icy Tracks 9

Elmer Paetow Snow Angle 10

Ronald Schaller Melt Pattern 10
f16 Color Peggy Dietz Snow Swallowing Sterne Park 9

Peggy Dietz "Better Get Home" 10

Oz Pfenninger Stranded Duck 10

Digital Travis Broxton icescreen 9

Butch Mazzuca Frozen skates 9

Nancy Myer Frozen Castle 9

Dick York Winter Wonderland 9

Travis Broxton frosty creatures 10

Butch Mazzuca November Freeze 10

Jeff Owens Beneath Spouting Rock 10

Jeff Owens On A Warm Winter Day 10

Mary Paetow Glacier in Kenai Fjords 10

Oz Pfenninger Beach Treasure 10

Oz Pfenninger Sculpted Ice 10

Dick York Snowed Under 10

Monochrome Mary Paetow "Snow Pillows" 10

Judge for this competition was Ken Stoeklin. See all the winning images in the Online Gallery.

Remember to send your winning Print images to Webmaster@FocusColorado.com for the online galleries. 
And please use the same naming conventions as we do for Digital Submissions.

NOTE: The online galleries now use 800px images. When you send print images for the galleries, make 

sure to size them to 800px on the long side. Or just send me a Digital Submission size (since you have a 

quick process to generate those).  I have updated the Jan. - March galleries on the website already.

– Karl
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Photo Contests

Monovisions B&W

Our aim is to discover the best monochrome photogra-
phers from all over the world and deliver the best oppor-
tunities to be recognized and rewarded for their work.  
You can compete for $5000 in cash prizes in two cate-
gories: Black and White Photo of the Year 2018 and  
Black and White Series of the Year 2018.

Our annual competition is open to photographers of all  
backgrounds and all levels, including - professionals and  
amateurs. We accept all forms of black and white pho-
tography created with traditional or digital methods.

Deadline is May 13, 2018

Visit the Monovision Awards website for details and image submission.

ND Awards 2018

ND Awards aims to promote photography and photogra-
phers. Our idea is to create new opportunities to present 
valuable work to audiences all over the world. We aim to 
build a place where photographers can show different points 
of view and thrive through competition.

Aimed at all types of photography, ND AWARDS is the per-
fect platform where professionals compete in six main cate-
gories: Architecture, Editorial, Fine Art, Nature, People and 
Special. 

Amateurs can also vie for the title as they compete in fve cat-
egories: Architecture, Fine Art, Nature, People and Special. 

Early Deadline: April 29, 2018. Final deadline is September 23, 2018

Visit the ND Awards website for complete details, prize info and submission of your images.

Local Photo Opps & Events

Russ Burden Photo Tours www.  R  uss  B  urden  P  hotography.com  303.791.9997

2018 Upcoming Tours and Dates

  Apr 5-18, Tanzania Photo Safari #1

  Apr 19 – May 2, Tanzania Photo Safari #2

  Aug 18 – 24, Goats and Gods

  Sept 4 – 17, Tanzania Safari, Mara River Crossing

  Dec 1 – 7, Bosque Del Apache / White Sands 
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World Pinhole Day

Anyone, anywhere in the world, who makes a pinhole photo-
graph on the last Sunday in April, can scan it and upload it to 
this website where it will become part of the annual World-
wide Pinhole Photography Day celebration's online gallery. 
The last Worldwide Pinhole Photography Day was cele-
brated around the planet on April 30, 2017.

Visit the gallery to view the pinhole photographs taken on 
that day from participants around the world!

The next pinhole day is April 29, 2018.

Grab a spare Body Cap for your camera and make your own pinhole cap. Then go shoot on the 29th.

CreativeLive Photoshop Week 2018

Mark your calendars for May 14-19 as Photoshop Week in on CreativeLive. Free daily live broadcasts 
on a variety of topics will teach you PS and Lightroom.

Harness the power of Adobe® Lightroom® and Photoshop® for professional quality photos. From selections to 
masking to layers, you can sharpen your skills and streamline your post-processing workfow. Nowws the perfect 
time to reach your full creative potential and let go of whatws holding you back from making progress.

We invited award-winning photography veterans across the industry including Lisa Carney, RC Concepcion, Tim  
Cooper, Dave Cross, Mat Hayward, Mike Kelley, Matt Kloskowski, Daniel Kudish, Jared Platt, and more.

Visit the CreativeLive website for details, daily schedules, or to purchase the recordings.

Ice Bud by Susan Haffke
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Frame #37

A collection of extra tidbits I've discovered during the past few weeks.

— Bad Photographers think they're good. You see it online a LOT. It’s the old adage, “You don’t know 
what you don’t know” coming into play. Here’s a good video to explain it.

— Have you ever visited the PhotoShelter resources page? Lots of Free PDFs on 
business and marketing, social platforms, etc. Their latest guide to Photography 
Workshops may be of interest to everyone.

— Wondering where to go this year for a photo excursion? How about some 
places fairly close to home? Check out this list of 14 places within a day’s drive.

— Everyone has heard about the recent Facebook problems with personal data 
and security. Well, if you’re part of the TinFoil Hat Society then this will also 
disturb you.  (photo courtesy Jack Lawrence, Flickr @aceofknaves)

If I am dissatisfidd it’s simply bicausi good photos ari fiw 
and far bitwiin. A good photo is a miracli.

– Josif Koudilka
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