
Photos in this issue are from last month's 'Workers / People at Work' competition.

May the Fourth be With You!
There ya go Star Wars nerds. Enjoy your special day.

For the rest of you, enjoy the warm weather and make it a point 
to go out and shoot. Even if it’s just for the fun of it. There’s some 
good inspiration in this newsletter to get you off the couch and 
out into the world. Good luck, and good light.

This Month's Featured Article
More wisdom from Russ about what makes you go out and shoot. 
Read more here...
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The purpose of the Focus Camera Club is
 to further its members’ enjoyment, knowledge 

and mastery of photographic skills through
cooperative efforts and fellowship.

Focus Camera Club Monthly Meetings

Meetings are held the First & Third Thursday of each month. Our meeting place is The Community Room at the Greenwood 
Village City Hall, 6060 S. Quebec St. (That’s on the east side of Quebec just south of Orchard Rd.) Get a Google Map by
clicking here. Meetings start promptly at 7 PM and will end around 9:45 PM so we can be out by 10 PM.
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Reason vs End Result in Your Photography
By Russ Burden

From the lips of Minor White: He was once asked, “What will you take today?” His response was, “What will I be  
given?” See how to make the most of what you are given to photograph.

Many talented and famous photographers are known for iconic quotes. There are other words of spoken 
photo wisdom where the author remains anonymous: “f8 and be there” along with “a picture is worth a 
thousand words” come to mind. Some famous known quotes: 

“There are always two people in every picture: the photographer and the viewer” - Ansel Adams

“Which of my photographs is my favorite? The one I’m going to take tomorrow” - Imogen Cunningham

“Every other artist begins with a blank canvas....the photographer begins with the finished product” 
- Edward Steichen

“Photography is not about the thing photographed. It is about how that thing looks photographed” 
- Garry Winogrand. 

But of all the famous quotes I’ve heard, nothing 
rings truer than what came from the lips of Minor 
White: 

He was once asked, “What will you take today?” 

His response was, “What will I be given?”

 

Photographers are bestowed the world in front of 
their eyes. 

How it’s perceived is derived from a compilation of 
many things. What mood is the photographer in to-
day? Is it cold and all he/she can think of is getting 
back to the heated car. Did the late night 
photographing star trails drain the motivation to 
make sunrise photos? Does the newness of the locale spark enthusiasm or fear of the unknown?

Is it simply a down day? Does amazing light and an iconic subject cancel out any of the above negatives? 
Does the thrill of a new camera purchase inspire one to spend days filling flash cards? Did attending that 
workshop compel you to sleep, eat, drink and relish in the thought of making your next image? 

The mind has great impact that governs what you will capture. When your thoughts align and you’re on 
your game, it’s almost guaranteed you’ll come back with better photographs than if stress or distractions 
dominate your thought process. 
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Getting the end result you want in your photography

Reason vs end result - Is the potential capture 
of the great shot your prime motivation to get 
out in the field or do other factors drive you out 
of a warm bed? Could it be you simply want to 
get outdoors and the photography is an excuse 
to feel the sun on your back? 

Perhaps you arranged to meet some photo 
buddies and you look forward to a nice break-
fast after the session - if you get some great 
shots, it’s a bonus. 

The point of the above rhetoric is for you to re-
alize and understand WHY you grab your cam-
era and go make pictures. What transpires after 
that is a matter of many things that all play into 

the images you take home. 

Food for thought - does the reason you head into the field satisfy the end result? If the driving force is to 
come home with spectacular images all the time, you set yourself up for failure. Know that some sessions 
will always prove more productive than others - in fact, many others. The bottom line is to simply have 
fun when you go out to make pictures. It’s what we love to do. The end result may be zero pics but you 
got outdoors, cleared your head, and de-stressed. 

Not so bad after all!
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Program and Competition Schedules

Program Schedule Competition Schedule

05/05/16 Program – Photographing Birds in 
Flight by Rob Palmer

05/19/16 Subject – Open

06/02/16 Program – Capturing Memorable 
Photographs by Steve O'Bryan

06/16/16 Subject – Abandoned / Decay

06/30/16 Mentoring Meeting

07/07/16 Program – Showing Photography 
in a Gallery by Julie Cardinal

07/21/16 Subject – Anatomy

May 5 Program with Rob Palmer
Rob is a full-time wildlife photographer specializing in photographing birds of prey in flight. He has been 
published in numerous magazines including the front cover of National Wildlife, National Audubon and 
various raptor journals.

He has presented his program on photographing birds in flight to the Photographic Society of America 
and many other clubs. He is author and co-author of a number of books on wildlife.

Rob’s presentation will be on photographing birds in flight. This will include recommended equipment 
and camera settings for optimal success.

This Month's Competition is Open
The official definition - The Open category allows photographers to  
submit images of any subject matter. Members are encouraged to 
explore photographic techniques and subjects outside their usual  
style.

The last 9 words there are important. Don’t submit what you’re 
conformable with, the stuff you shoot all the time. 

Get inspired by another club member’s style or genre. Go out on a 
limb. Experiment.

Judge will be Terry Mieger
If you need the Competition Entry forms or the template for the stick-on labels, 
you can get both from the Focus website on the Competition Rules page.
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April ‘Workers / People at Work’ Competition Results
Media Artist Image Title Score

f5.6 Digital Larry Hartlaub Somerset - The Friendliest Post Office in Colorado 9

Leon Johnson Dead Lift 9

Leon Johnson Lines and Rectangles 9

Laura Moran All I Caught Today Were a Few Tourists 9

Larry Hartlaub Line Dancers 10

Dave Hull Balinese Fish Painter 10

Laura Moran Catch of the day 10

f8 Color Rick Everstine Sparks 9

Rick Matson Women at Work 9

Rick Everstine Strings 10

Digital Samuel Howard At The Office 9

f11 Color Gwen Piña Working Hands 10

Digital William Brant Only 6,000 Meters to Go 9

William Brant Sitting Pretty 9

Todd Christensen Just Another Day at the Office 9

Theresa Corrada Spinning 9

Wayne Corrigan The 10th Floor and Hurry! 9

Brian Donovan Ride 'Em Cowboy 9

Jeff Owens Change of Guard 9

Theresa Corrada Uncertainty 10

Butch Mazzuca The Wrangler 10

Butch Mazzuca Ride 'Em Cowgirl 10

Jeff Owens No Rain Nor Sleet Nor Snow 10

Monochrome Jeff Jensen A Mirror Image 9

Jeff Jensen Nevada Miner 10

f16 Color Peggy Dietz Selling Leather 9

Joe Bonita Sourball 10

Joe Bonita Cookin' Stuff 10

Ron Cooper Gathering Grain 10

Ron Cooper The Harvesters 10

Peggy Dietz Arriving in Iona 10

Guy Geoly And the Band Played On 10
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f16 Color Guy Geoly Glass Sculpting Worker 10

(con’t) Cliff Lawson Industrial Heat 10

Cliff Lawson The Day Goes By Fast 10

Digital Travis Broxton Street Peddlers in Montego Bay 9

Danny Lam The Shoe Maker 9

Nancy Myer Balinese Gamelan Musicians 9

Oz Pfenninger Road Work Bhutanese Style 9

Leander Urmy Smithy at Work 9

Gary Witt Night Drilling 9

Gary Witt Train Station Gift Shop 9

Dick York Installing Conveyors 9

Dick York Welding 9

Travis Broxton Trash Day in Jerusalem 10

Charles Hopkins Imaging Tech. 10

Charles Hopkins WSI Controller 10

Danny Lam Oh No! 10

Mary Paetow The Window Washer 10

Oz Pfenninger Lonely Duty 10

Leander Urmy Hard at Work 10

Scott Wilson The Railwayman 10

Monochrome Oz Pfenninger Art Student Sketching 9

Ron Cooper The Pottery 10

Cliff Lawson The Between Session Touchup 10

Judge for this competition was Erin Brinkley-Burgardt. See all images in the Online Gallery .

Remember to send your winning Print images to Webmaster@FocusColorado.com for the online galleries.
And please use the same naming conventions as we do for Digital Submissions. 

Hurray, Bravo, and Huzzah!
Mary Paetow attended the Lone Tree Photo Show reception, Exploring the Light, and discovered her 
image "Precarious Perch" received the 1st place award in the Animal category.  The show was juried by 
George Jardine and runs through May 29th at the Lone Tree Arts Center, 10075 Commons St in Lone Tree.

Other Focus club members accepted into the show are Todd Christensen, Ron Cooper,  and Danny Lam.  
Out of 283 entries from 97 photographers, 63 images were selected. Go check it out.
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Calls For Entries & Photo Contests
Photocrowd and La Noir Image
Do you just LOVE B&W photography? 
Well, here’s a contest for you. Deadline: May 31, 2016

There's only one rule in this challenge: make it a black and white!  
We've teamed up with the fantastic La Noir Image – a documentation  
dedicated to monochrome photography that's run by The Phoblogra-
pher editor, Chris Gampat – and want to see your best black and 
white shots, whatever the subject.

Visit the Photocrowd website for details and submission. 

National Treasures
Art celebrating our national parks.  Deadline: May 31, 2016

The Cultural arts Center of Estes Park is accepting submissions for 
their latest photo contest. Be sure to read the rules as there are 
specifics for when the image was made (last 3 years) and you are 
limited to 5 images.

Get all the details and submission info at their website.

Local Photo Opps and Events
Russ Burden Photo Tours www.russburdenphotography.com 303.791.9997

2016 Upcoming Tours and Dates

  May 27 – Jun 5, Oregon / N. California / Redwoods

  July 23-29, Glacier National Park

  Aug 20 - 26, Goats and Gods Wildlife/Scenery

  Oct 15 – 21, Monument Valley / Slot Canyons

Crested Butte Wildflower Festival
Okay, this isn’t until July 11-23, but we’ve been contacted by one of the event organizers and offered an 
opportunity to get a Custom activities package full of events JUST for us!! How cool is that?!?

We are still in the exploration stage and gathering info, but we need to know how many Focus members 
would commit to attending. Talk to Gwen Piña at the next meeting and she’ll have more info and can take 
your name to follow up when we have solid details.
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Boulder County Invite
(got an email from Karen Imbierowicz, Partnership 
Coordinator for Boulder County Parks and Open 
Space)

I want to let you know that we are holding several 
photography sessions in the coming months in-
cluding a sunrise session at the Agricultural Her-
itage Center, on May 21, a wildflower session at 
Caribou Ranch on July 7 and a full moon session at 
Betasso Preserve on July 19. We encourage you to 
join one of these sessions and to continue taking 

photos of Boulder County Parks and Open Space so that you have a variety of images to choose from 
when it is time to submit entries to the “2017 Land through the Lens” photography exhibit featuring 
Boulder County’s public lands. 

To sign-up for one of the upcoming photography sessions please visit: www.BoulderCounty-
OpenSpace.org/register . You can see images and information about previous “Land through the Lens” 
exhibits by visiting: www.BoulderCountyOpenSpace.org/photoshow  

Joint Group Meet-Up at Union Station 
and City Park
REMINDER!! There are still many spots open for this Focus  
event. Go sign up now at the link below.

Focus Camera Club and Vail Valley Art + Photography 
Guild (VVAPG)

This scheduled event will be open to 12 members from 
each group. Please RSVP by visiting our website and 
confirming your spot. Visit the event page on our website 
Calendar and scroll to the bottom.

SCHEDULE - Friday May 27th & Saturday May 28th

LOCATIONS - Friday May 27th – Union Station & 
Downtown: The two groups will meet at (6:00 PM) @ 
Union Station and will photograph in and around the 
area. We will then meet back at the Wynkoop Brewery 
@ 8:30 PM for a beer + share.

Saturday May 28th – City Park. The group meets at the City Park pavilion @ 5:30 AM and will photograph sun-
rise and the area, which includes Denver Skyline, Cormorants, Night Herons, + Joggers.
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Denver Chalk Art Festival
Only a month away, it runs June 4&5 on Larimer Street in 
Denver. If you’ve never been, you’ll be surprised how 
wonderful the chalk art is, especially the 3D looking 
pieces.

Denver Chalk Art Festival on Larimer Square is a FREE two-
day street-painting festival where more than 200 artists 
spend hours turning the streets of Larimer Square into a 
museum of chalk art.

It’s simply hard to put into words the magical experience 
that the Denver Chalk Art Festival creates for artists, ven-
dors and visitors alike.

Visit the festival website for full info. And look into their 
Photo Contest too.

Frame #37
A collection of extra tidbits I've discovered during the past few weeks.

— The Editor module in Lightroom has a ton of power and capability. Look at this transformation from 
boring to Wow, all done in Lightroom.

— When I worked at Wolf Camera our favorite saying was “It’s not a picture until you can hold it in your 
hands.’ Of course, we were trying to bolster our printing business, but there is some truth in that state-
ment. Here is one photographer’s list of 6 reasons you should be printing your images.

— Mike’s Camera is having their annual Tent Sale in Boulder this weekend. May 6-8 you can get deals on 
gear, meet with reps from the various manufacturers, and attend tutorial sessions given by the Tamron 
lens team. Check for more details on the Mike’s Camera website.

— Got an iPhone? Do you use Lee Filters Big Stopper or other ND filters for long exposures? As the saying 
goes, “yes, there’s an app for that.” An exposure app to be precise. Go grab it now.

— Hanging framed photos is sometimes a pain. Hanging a group of framed photos AND getting them to 
line up properly is near impossible. Until now. The Picture Perfect Hanger system claims to solve the 
problem for everyone. It’s a Kickstarter campaign where they are gathering funding and the product 
should ship next month. Details at their website here.

— And PLEASE don’t be THAT guy.

 I can get obsessed by anything if I look at it long enough. That's the curse of being a 
photographer.

- Irving Penn
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