
Photos in this issue are from last month's 'Nature' competition.

Hello Springtime!
Well, nearly. Seems like it with these warm temps in the 60’s. 
Hope you’re taking advantage of the shooting opps.

Do check the Schedule on Pg 4. March meetings are on odd days.

Are your club Dues Paid?? Gotta get them done by the March Pro-
gram Meeting. PDF forms are on the website if you need them.

This Month's Featured Article
Rules. We learn them, use them, maybe even hate them. But it 
pays to experiment and forget the rules.  Read more here...
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The purpose of the Focus Camera Club is
 to further its members’ enjoyment, knowledge 

and mastery of photographic skills through
cooperative efforts and fellowship.

Focus Camera Club Monthly Meetings

Meetings are held the First & Third Thursday of each month. Our meeting place is The Community Room at the Greenwood 
Village City Hall, 6060 S. Quebec St. (That’s on the east side of Quebec just south of Orchard Rd.) Get a Google Map by
clicking here. Meetings start promptly at 7 PM and will end around 9:45 PM so we can be out by 10 PM.

Puffin with Sand Eels by Scott Wilson
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Experiment – It Pays Of
By Russ Burden

Learn how to successfully use compositional rules in your photography and then experiment and break the 
rules while trying something new.

There are many compositional rules that apply to art. In that photography is certainly an art, these rules 
should be taken into consideration every time you bring the camera to your eye. But the word “rule” 
means one should abide by them. 

Herein lies the dilemma. What if you decide to break the rule in that the photo may look better, provide a 
unique twist for the viewer, or simply because you feel like it? Here’s where I say, “Good For You - go out 
and Experiment.” 

Think back to your high school science class when the teacher would have have “Experiment Day” or lab 
time. Things would go up in smoke, turn different colors, make loud sounds, or disappear. The reaction 
from the class was always a resounding WOW. Bring that feeling to your photography and create some 
WOWs of your own. Break the rules and experiment.

RULE: Don’t Aim A Wide Angle Upwards - It Creates Distortion. 

FACT: The wider the angle, the more distortion it creates if it’s not 
perpendicular to your subject. 

This being the case, use the distortion to your advantage to create 
a unique perspective. Get close to a foreground subject to exagger-
ate its size, skew the camera as much as possible, and exploit the 
falsified look. 

The foreground elements will lean, bend and may take on a barrel 
shape depending on how wide a lens is used. Incorporate framing 
into the composition to make a connection between the subjects. 

Intentionally underexpose the background and add flash to the 
foreground element to make it more prominent. 

Experiment and create a WOW.

RULE: Make Pictures With The Sun To Your Side Or Back. 

FACT: If you shoot into the sun, the light is contrasty and unappealing and shadow detail is lost. 

Additionally, camera meters can be easily fooled so it’s difficult to get a proper exposure. This being the 
case, make photos of subjects where blocked up shadows have no bearing on the outcome of the photo 
and don’t worry about tricky exposures as meters in today’s cameras are programmed to ignore bright 
highlights. 
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Besides, it’s digital and the results can be compensated for on the 
spot. 

Look for great silhouettes, colorful sunrises or sunsets, patterns that 
reflect the light, and reflections of key compositional elements. 
Watch the nuances of how the light changes. As it decreases in con-
trast, make more images. 

Experiment and create a WOW.

RULE: Use The Rule Of Thirds. 

FACT: The rule of thirds dates back to the Renaissance painters and 
it certainly worked for the masters. 

It evolved into photography in that it works. This being the case, if 
you adhere to it ALL the time, you’ll never know if a composition 
can be improved if you ignore it. 

What is frequently heard is never center a subject. It becomes static 
and no movement is depicted. The majority of the time, this holds 
true. If you place the primary subject in one of the power points, a 
pleasing composition is the result. 

But I encourage you to investigate all options. 

The next time you head into the field, deliberately center the main subject, but also place it with the rule 
of thirds in mind. Compare the results when you edit the pics. 

If you already have tons of images on your hard drive, open some and crop the photo so the subject is 
dead center. Did it improve any? The answer may be no, but you’re guaranteed to never find out unless 
you try. 

Experiment and create a WOW.

All images © Russ Burden
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Program and Competition Schedules

Program Schedule Competition Schedule

03/11/16
(FRI)

Program – Photojournalism in the 
21st Century by Jon A. Yamamoto

03/29/16
(TUES)

Subject – Still Life

04/08/16
(FRI)

Program – Life, a Photography 
Project by Roddy MacInnes

04/21016 Subject – Workers / People at Work

05/05/16 Program – TBA 05/19/16 Subject – Open

March 11 Program with Jon Yamamoto
Photojournalism in the 21st Century 

Jon will take you on a journey from the 1970s to the present. How 
changes in photography have changed reportage, and how the rules 
of film photography still apply today. How thinking like a photojour-
nalist can help improve your photography. The presentation will be 
followed by Q & A.

Jon A. Yamamoto has over 40 years experience as a professional pho-
tographer working around the world. Assignments and projects 
through Jon’s long career have been diverse, ranging from Architec-
ture, Advertising, Editorial, Events, Fashion, Motion Picture Production 
Stills, Music, Portraits, Public Relations, Sports, and Travel. Jon also 
develops and conducts photographic workshops on a variety of sub-
jects. Gamma-Rapho and Jay Travel Photos represent Jon and his 
work. Jon has returned to his original roots of photojournalism.

This Month's Competition ‘Still Life’
The official definition - A still life is a work of art depicting mostly 
inanimate subject matter, typically commonplace objects which may be  
either natural (food, flowers, dead animals, plants, rocks, or shells) or  
man-made (drinking glasses, books, vases, jewelry, coins, pipes, and so on). These may be displayed in any com-
bination. Works of art may be included providing that the work of art is not the sole component of the still life.

There are no restrictions regarding in camera or computer manipulations, as long as it is clear that the image 
started out as a photograph.

Judge will be Jeff Johnson.
If you need the Competition Entry forms or the template for the stick-on labels, you can get both from the Focus website on 
the Competition Rules page.
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February 'Nature' Competition Results
Media Artist Image Title Score

f5.6 Digital Laura Moran It Ain't Easy Being Green 9

f8 Digital April Moore Hanging Lake 2 9

f11 Digital Todd Christensen Barn Owl in Flight with Fall Colors 10

Theresa Corrada Fisher Towers in Moonlight 9

Brian Donovan Coyote Portrait 10

Brian Donovan Hunting 10

Butch Mazzuca The Crossing 9

Jeff Owens Morning Browse 9

Cohan Zarnoch Uncertainty 9

Cohan Zarnoch Sunrise Over the Serengeti 9

f16 Color Peggy Dietz Up-Close Textures 9

Cliff Lawson Moab Morning 9

Gary Witt Subtle Notes of Spring 9

Joe Bonita Never Smile at a Crocodile 10

Ron Cooper Snow Monkey 10

Digital Travis Broxton Here's Looking at You 9

Travis Broxton Leader of the Pack 9

Kevin Holliday Emergence of Many 9

Todd Lytle Bubbles On The Beach 9

Nancy Myer Winter Tree at Red Rocks 9

Oz Pfenninger Sand Serpent 9

Leander Urmy Three Course Lunch 9

Scott Wilson The Black Prince 9

Scott Wilson Puffin with Sand Eels 9

Oz Pfenninger Mountain Majesty 10

Monochrome Kevin Holliday Solace of Solitude No. 2 9

Danny Lam Standalone 9

Judge for this competition was Dan Ballard. See all the images in the Online Gallery.

Remember to send your winning Print images to Webmaster@FocusColorado.com for the online galleries.
And please use the same naming conventions as we do for Digital Submissions. 
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Communicating with Focus Club Staf
We have a number of email addresses you can use to 
communicate with Focus staff. Please use them, now
& forever, as they always go to whoever holds that job.
Competitions@, Digitalentries@, Membership@, 
Newsletter@, President@, Programs@, Treasurer@, 
Webmaster@  All of them end with focuscolorado.com

Focus Member Featured
Kevin Holliday has a few recent articles he’s been in.
One is a “Processing” write-up for one of his images 
and the other is an interview. Both of these are by the 
same magazine...Camerapixo. 

Processing write-up for “Elevated Illusions” is at http://camerapixo.com/resources/elevated-illusions 
Interview: http://camerapixo.com/resources/full-understanding-of-light 
The link to the magazine itself is: http://camerapixo.com
You can see more of Kevin’s work at his website: www.kevinhollidayphoto.com 

Camera Bag Auction
A very generous individual within our Club donated an 
extremely nice camera bag that was won per their en-
try in a photo competition. This is a Gura Gear Bataflae 
26L Camera Backpack that retails for about $250.  The 
donor wishes to remain anonymous but would like the 
Club to benefit financially in some way. 

We will have a silent auction form at both of the 
March meetings where individuals can list their name 
and a bid price (no limitations on the number of bids 
offered per individual). 
The highest bid at the break during the Competition meeting (March 29th) will get the bag upon pay-
ment to Brian Donovan (Club Treasurer). 
Gary will be bringing the bag to the next two meetings for everyone to take a peek at it
We will start the bid at $100 dollars.
A link to this bag at Amazon is here http://www.amazon.com/Gura-Gear-Bataflae-Backpack-
Black/dp/B009OMRCL0 
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Calls For Entries & Photo Contests
C4FAP – Black + White
All capture types, subject matter and photographic 
processes are eligible to submit.

Deadline: March 23, 2016

JUROR | Rodney Smith

Rodney Smith is a legendary photographer with an 
impeccable sense of style and an eye to match. His 
own work is mostly Black and White and only 
shoots film. Smith’s forty year career includes work 
for New York Times, GQ and BMW amongst others.  
Smith regularly teaches at the Santa Fe Photo-
graphic Workshop in New Mexico.

Visit the C4FAP website for full details and entry info.

How Americans Celebrate
Deadline for entry: June 30, 2016

Each year, the Sausalito Art Festival, one of the most 
prestigious art festivals in America, asks people 
throughout the world to show us their vision of Amer-
ica. This year, we are pleased to announce that the 
theme of the fifth annual American Icon Art Competi-
tion is “How Americans Celebrate.”

Americans have many reasons to celebrate and we 
want to know what you celebrate and how you do so. 
Do you celebrate because of national or local holi-
days? Or, is it because of a cultural tradition or family 
occasion? Do you celebrate when your favorite team wins or when you accomplish a personal goal? 
Based on your unique experiences, upbringing and beliefs, we want to see how and why you celebrate the 
things that are meaningful in your life.

Visit the American Icon website for complete info, rules and image submission.

Intrepid Travel Contest
Deadline: June 30, 2016 (with monthly themes)

Travelers from all over the world are invited to send in their best travel snaps in digital form. You don't have to  
be a pro, you just have to have a keen eye and a great travel spirit.

Simply upload your photos and they’ll be ogled and admired by travellers near and far. 
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Winners are chosen by a panel of photo-loving Intrepidites and after getting a personal high-five from us, will 
be announced to the world in Intrepid Express, our email newsletter.

Visit the Intrepid contest website for rules, terms, and entry info. Be SURE to read the monthly submission 
topics and enter accordingly.

Local Photo Opps and Events
Russ Burden Photo Tours www.russburdenphotography.com 303.791.9997

2016 Upcoming Tours and Dates

  Apr 13-25, Tanzania Safari #1

  May 27 – Jun 5, Oregon / N. California / Redwoods

  July 23-29, Glacier National Park

  Aug 20 - 26, Goats and Gods Wildlife/Scenery

  Oct 15 – 21, Monument Valley / Slot Canyons

Outdoor Photographer Workshop List
Okay, so only a few are local, but there are a boatload of tours, work-
shops, and classes listed here. (Even our own RB made the list!)

Check this page on the OP website, and definitely bookmark it for 
future reference.

Frame #37
A collection of extra tidbits I've discovered during the past few weeks.

— Square photos are not only for Instagram. Many images would 
benefit from a square crop. Here are some tips and guidelines for 
you to use when you go reviewing your images.

— Lightroom users – you may or may not know about these 4 useful 
tools, but after reading this article I’m sure you’ll start using them 
regularly during your editing sessions.

— News photos are not always impactful, sometimes just recording a local event or person. But these 
winners of the World Press Photo awards of 2015 are not your run of the mill reportage. Some stunning 
and powerful images here.

 Consulting the rules of composition before taking a photograph, is like consulting 
the laws of gravity before going for a walk.

- Edward Weston
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