
Photos in this issue are from last month's '16th Street Mall' competition.

Almost the end of the year...
The last Program and Competition of the year are happening this 
month. Make sure you attend both, and get your best work in the 
competition so you can bump your yearly average.

December will have us celebrating with the Annual Dinner (info 
will be broadcast once all the details are set) and it's also a time 
when we ask for members to volunteer their time to the club. 

We will be seeking nominations for Club Officers and Committee 
members, so now is your chance to “step up to the plate” and help 
mold the future of the club.

This Month's Featured Article
Another gem from Russ about the 3 filters nature and landscape 
photogs need.  Read more here...
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The purpose of the Focus Camera Club is
 to further its members’ enjoyment, knowledge 

and mastery of photographic skills through
cooperative efforts and fellowship.

Focus Camera Club Monthly Meetings

Meetings are held the First and Third Tuesday of each month. Our meeting place is in The Community Room at the Green-
wood Village City Hall, 6060 S. Quebec St. (That’s on the east side of Quebec just south of Orchard Rd.) Get a Google Map by 
clicking here. Meetings start promptly at 7 PM and will end around 9:45 PM so we can be out by 10 PM.

Median, Mean, Mode by Leon Johnson

http://maps.google.com/maps?q=6060+S.+Quebec+St&oe=utf-8&um=1&ie=UTF-8&hq=&hnear=0x876c868d624c7abd:0x5370aea9acfaba50,6060+S+Quebec+St,+Greenwood+Village,+CO+80111&gl=us
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Falling For Th ese Filters: Polarizer, Graduated Neutral Density, 
Neutral Density
By Russ Burden

The fall is a great time to get out and make images of vibrant foliage offset against crisp autumn blue 
skies. It’s the most colorful season so it stands to reason that more images of trees are made in the fall 
than any other time of the year. The western US offers palettes of yellow aspens with occasional hues of 
orange and red while the east is more well known for its plethora of color that abounds from its hard-
wood maples, oaks and birches. Mix in a solitary evergreen as a focal point and the results can be very 
dramatic. To achieve the potential drama in fall color photos, there are three filters I carry all the time. I 
encourage you to do the same to increase your chances of coming home with a winner.

Polarizer: 
First and foremost on my list of filters I’d never leave home without in autumn is the polarizer. 

 

Sky Benefit - A polarizer can help deepen a blue sky to increase its saturation and darken its color. This is 
beneficial in that on a color wheel, yellow and blue are on opposite sides. The advantage is the lighter 
color pops off the page. In that yellow abounds in the fall, the leaves become prominent. Maximum polar-
ization occurs 90 degrees to the sun. If you try to polarize a front lit subject, you won’t see the filter’s ef-
fect. A polarizer also cuts through haze which otherwise reduces contrast in the image.

Color - Dependent upon the angle of the sun falling on the subject, glare can negatively impact the im-
age. A polarizer helps cut through the glare to restore the true color of the leaves to the sensor. The re-
sult is a much more saturated looking scene.

Get news, club info, program and competition info at FocusColorado.com and Facebook.com/FocusColorado Page 2 of 8

http://focuscolorado.com/
http://Facebook.com/focuscolorado


InFocus – the Monthly Newsletter of the Focus Camera Club November 2015

Water - Reflections of the sky often form on a body of water. If the fall color is around a lake and the sky 
reflection causes a distraction, try spinning the polarizer. Depending on your angle to the reflection, the 
distraction can be totally removed. 

If you don’t see a change, walk around the lake and spin the polarizer at different points along the walk 
and you’ll learn the polarizer’s nuances regarding how the angle of the light determines if the reflection 
can be eliminated. 

Graduated Neutral Density: 
A graduated ND filter has a dark top and a clear bottom. I recommend them to tame the contrast when 
shooting reflections and also to tame contrast at sunrise and sunset. Place the dark part of the filter over 
the light part of the image area. The contrast range is tamed and produces a more evenly lit photograph. 

Depending on the situation, it may call for a one, two, or three stop difference. Thankfully, these filters are 
made in each of these strengths. Additionally, there are soft and hard edge options. If the transition point 
between the light and dark area is abrupt, it calls for the hard edge variety. Conversely, if there’s a smooth 
gradation, the soft edge is more beneficial. To optimize their use, the end result should look improved in 
comparison to if one was not used but the result should look natural. 

A pet peeve of mine is when I see a graduated filter improperly used on a reflection. If the end result is a 
reflection that comes out lighter than the section of the image being reflected, the photographer used a 
filter that was too dark resulting in something that just isn’t natural.

To use a graduated ND filter prop-
erly, there are a few keys to keep in 
mind. The most important fact to 
remember is to use the DOF pre-
view button to accurately position 
the dark part of the filter over the 
light area of the image. If you fail 
to do this, unless you shoot the 
scene at a wide open aperture, the 
aperture at which you’re shooting 
will impact the point of the dark to 
light transition. 

Had I not done this in the image of 
the reflection, the line of delin-
eation on the filter would not have 
lined up where the water and land 
meet. 
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Neutral Density Filter: 
Autumn drives nature photographers to waterfalls. Maybe it’s the potential fall color that grows around 
them, maybe it’s the swirl of leaves that whirlpool in the waters underneath them, or maybe it’s that wa-
terfalls simply exist in forested areas. Regardless of their lure, a commonly used technique is to give the 
water a cotton candy effect by slowing down the shutter. 

In order to accomplish this, depending on the speed of the water, an often used range of shutter speeds 
are in the one second range. If after lowering the ISO to its lowest number and stopping the lens down to 
its smallest aperture you still can’t get down to one second, screw a neutral density filter on the front of 
your lens. I carry both a three and six stop to make sure I can get as slow a shutter as I want. 

The principal behind them is they cut back the amount of light but impart no color shift to the scene - 
hence their name: neutral, no color shift / density, cut back the amount of light. In that my six stop filter 
really darkens the scene, I first make my composition and then screw the filter onto the lens. 

I now have the luxury to try many different shutter speeds and I do so as one tends to work the best. I 
think of it as bracketing the effect of the shutter speed.
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Program and Competition Schedules

Program Schedule Competition Schedule

11/03/15 Presentation – Lightroom and 
Miscellany by Terri Mieger

11/17/15 Subject – Open

Dec 2015 Annual Dinner info will be distributed soon. No other meetings in December.

November 3 Program with Terri Mieger
Lightroom is a well-recognized and beloved program for managing and editing photographs. While all 
photographers should give serious consideration to its various capabilities, not everyone is convinced of 
its relevance to them. Rather than discussing its virtues, Terry Mieger will discuss and describe a real 
workflow process using Lightroom in our final program of the year. 

Terry will throw in a bit of integration with external editing, presets, and plugins (i.e., Topaz effects) to 
demonstrate the process of a making a finished photographic product. To round out the discussion, Terry 
will provide a few hints on how to use your camera and other equipment to optimize your results and 
generate better images. This will be a great opportunity to expand your photographic processing skills 
and provide stimulating ideas that you can explore during the dark hours of winter. Bring your Lightroom 
and plugin questions and, hopefully, you may just get some answers.

After retiring from 40 years in the Science classroom, photography became the focus of Terry’s life. It ac-
tually started in the early 1950s, with an Argus C-3 camera, a roll of Kodachrome film and the Colorado 
scenery. As a student at Colorado State University in the mid 1960s’, he studied large format photography 
and macro photography working with biological and architectural subjects. Progressing from a darkroom 
in the upstairs bathroom to the digital revolution, in 2013, he formed Chaos Photo Inc. Teaching photog-
raphy and digital darkroom with workshops and personal consultation he specializes in Adobe Lightroom, 
Photoshop and Topaz plugins. He has done many presentations and workshops for photography clubs and 
organizations specializing in various types of photography, workflow, Lightroom and Photoshop. He has 
judged many photographic competitions for clubs and various organizations. While his current personal 
work is focused on birds and wildlife, Terry has a great appreciation for all types of photography.

This Month's Competition is Open
Your last opportunity for boosting your competition score average for the year is soon approaching. And 
the club has graciously made this an Open competition. Show off you best stuff in the genre you favor.

Judge will be ( a surprise )

If you need the Competition Entry forms or the template for the stick-on labels, you can get both from the Focus website on 
the Competition Rules page.

Get news, club info, program and competition info at FocusColorado.com and Facebook.com/FocusColorado Page 5 of 8

http://focuscolorado.com/
http://focuscolorado.com/competition-rules/
http://focuscolorado.com/competition-rules/
http://Facebook.com/focuscolorado


InFocus – the Monthly Newsletter of the Focus Camera Club November 2015

October '16 th  Street Mall' Competition Results
Media Artist Image Title Score

f5.6 Digital Leon Johnson Median, Mean, Mode 10

f8 Digital Cecelia Broder Taking Time From the Street 9

Elmer Paetow 16th Street Mall 9

Theresa Corrada Water Dance 10

f16 Monochrome Joe Bonita A Gritty Existence 9

Guy Geoly Last Call – Train Leaves in 15 Min. 9

Digital Dan Greenberg Parking Lot Reflections 9

Nancy Myer Making Music on the Mall 9

Dan Greenberg Ebony, Ivory & Lots of Color 10

Oz Pfenninger Life is Good 10

Judge for this competition was Eli Vega

Remember to send your winning Print images to Webmaster@FocusColorado.com for the online galleries.
And please use the same naming conventions as we do for Digital Submissions. 
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Calls For Entries & Photo Contests
Share The View
The Greater Denver Audubon Society is having their annual 
contest. Entries are being accepted through December 1.

Landscapes, wildlife and nature from anywhere in the world 
qualify for entry. Flora, fauna, macro, aerial, behavior, portrait, 
underwater, urban wildlife, abstract, black & white, atmo-
spherics and more.

Visit the official contest website for details, prize info, and en-
try details.

PopPhoto Readers Contest
6 Categories for this contest: Objects and Still Life, People, Ac-

tion and Sports, Cities and Architecture, Animals, Nature and Landscapes

Submissions to the Contest must be received by midnight on December 31, 2015 in order to be eligible; 
entries received after that date will be deemed ineligible to win

Visit the contest website for complete details and entry info.

Local Photo Opps and Events
Russ Burden Photo Tours www.russburdenphotography.com 303.791.9997

2016 Upcoming Tours and Dates

  Feb 20-26, Birds of Florida

  Apr 13-25, Tanzania Safari #1

  May 27 – Jun 5, Oregon / N. California / Redwoods

  July 23-29, Glacier National Park

  Aug 20 - 26, Goats and Gods Wildlife/Scenery

  Oct 15 – 21, Monument Valley / Slot Canyons

Colorado CLICKS!
The event, IS open to all. If you do not want to come for the various programs, you may be interested in 
just coming to watch the image competition that is on Saturday, the 7th from 10AM until done. That 
could be 2PM or 6PM - depends on the number of entries.

Location is the Studios at Overland Crossing,  2205 S Delaware St, Denver, CO 80223

Here is the information from the PPC Facebook page:

Hi photography friends! Colorado CLICKS is coming to Denver 11/7-9. This event is open to everyone - from 
pros to enthusiasts! John Fielder - Colorado Photographer, Ken Sklute - Canon Explorer of Light, Kim Smith, 
M.Photog, Cr., and Sandra Pearce, M.Photog., Cr. will be our speakers.
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Nail biting competition, inspirational speakers, awards AND learn to 
paint in Photoshop - for $79!  All that's missing is YOU!

Just want to see John Fielder? No problem - his talk is only $10! The 
Professional Photographers of Colorado is a non-profit organization. 
Check out the details on http://www.ppcolorado.com

DBG and Chatfield
It's that time of year again – the Blossoms of Light and Trail of Lights 
are starting near the end of the month and running through Decem-
ber. Get info and tickets at the DBG website.

Raptors in Flight Workshop
When: Saturday, November 7

Where: Bluff Lake Nature Center, 3400 Havana Way, Denver, CO

Todd Christensen will be running a raptor workshop next Saturday 
near the old Fitzsimons. This workshop will include at 8 raptors and 
will be held in the Denver Metro area. The workshop will be approxi-
mately 5 hours long and will include a half hour lecture from Todd 
explaining how to best photograph birds-in-flight and the necessary 
camera settings. 

Details can be found at http://www.co14ersphotography.com/Outtings-Workshops-Training 

Frame #37
A collection of extra tidbits I've discovered during the past few weeks.

— Serendipity is a magical thing. 

— Alter this month the Black Friday deals will come streaming in, but you can get some nice deals on 
Nikon glass with all the rebates that went into effect this past weekend.

— Is a new PC on your list for this year? Here's a guide on choosing the right specs for a good photo edit-
ing desktop or laptop machine. 

— Weather makes a great subject for time lapse photography to create videos. Many camera have interval 
timers built in, or you can buy gear to do the job. Some stunning Arizona storms in this 7 minute video.

 I thought I made a mistake once, but it turned out it was a creative moment.
– Scott Fleming 
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Ebony, Ivory & Lots of Color 
by Dan Greenberg
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