
New Year, New Challenges, New rules
First, Happy New Year to one and all. Here's hoping 2015 is full of 
happiness, prosperity, and Good Light!

This newsletter may not be as pretty as others, but we had no 
competition last month, so there's no pretty pictures to add in 
here. Don't worry – February we'll be back to normal.

Still a bunch of useful info and club news here.

We have some new Subjects for monthly competitions and there 
is a page attached to the end of the newsletter with the whole 
year mapped out. Print it out and stick it on your wall.

Annual Dues are Due

Also added to the end of this newsletter is the Membership form 
for 2015. Print it out, fill it out, write out your check, and bring it 
to the next meeting for Todd and Gwen.

The time they are a changin'

The Executive committee is working on an annual review of the 
competition rules and by-laws. There are some small changes 
and as soon as everything is settled and voted on you'll get 
notification and links to updated PDF files.

This Month's Featured Article
What are you going to do to build your photo skills in 2015?

Read more here...
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Things to do in 2015
By Karl Peschel

Now that the new year is upon us, what are YOU going to do in 2015? Photographically, I mean. I KNOW 
you'll keep coming to all the Focus Programs, but I've got some other tips and suggestions for you.

Check your camera

Does your camera add Copyright info in the metadata? Go and change 2014 to 2015 if it's in there.

Check your Photoshop / Lightroom / photo editor settings

Do you use date based folders? Go and create that 2015 folder now.

Use Metadata presets with © info? Go edit those for the new year. LR is under Metadata  Edit Presets.→

Do you use some sort of Import presets? You need to check those too, especially if you use a 2015 folder. 
Update them to go to the right place.

Do a 52 Week Project 
One photo a week. A year long project to spark your creativity and build your skillset. There are a number 
of lists you can follow, or you can create your own. 

Try Outdoor Photographer weekly assignments or My 4 Hens Project 52 or maybe check out these lists on 
Pinterest as a base for creating your own.  That Googley thing can lead you to more resources.

You could set a yearly theme like “A Day in My Life.” Or set one for each month or week. Be creative, but 
make your themes coincide with Focus competition subjects so you're shooting what you need that 
month. Wanna be REALLY COOL?? At the end of the year you could create a book with all the images, 
notes about them, why you chose what you did, etc. You'd be the envy of all your friends.

Take a Class
Whether online or in person, specialized training can be invaluable. There are many free or reasonably 
priced video tutorials online. CreativeLive runs free classes all the time, but you do need to be sitting in 
front of a computer when they run. Lynda.com or KelbyOne.com are chock full of quality training that 
won't cost an arm and a leg.

Photo excursions with a photographer/trainer at the helm are another option. Our own Russ Burden does 
many trips during the year. And you'll usually find some others listed in the newsletter each month. (I try 
to keep up on trips the members would be interested in)

See What's Online
There's about a bajillion (yeah...that's a real number) photo websites with tips, tutorials, video training, 
etc. all for free. Plus you can find tutorials on Youtube from working pros and manufacturers.

Last year (oops, I mean last last year) I had a BIG list of online resources included in the Focus newsletter. 
Go grab the May 2013 newsletter PDF and see for yourself.
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http://focuscolorado.com/
http://focuscolorado.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/FCC-Newsletter-May2013.pdf
http://kelbyone.com/
http://Lynda.com/
https://www.creativelive.com/photography
https://www.google.com/search?q=2015+52+week+project
http://www.pinterest.com/etaugusta/52-week-photo-lists/
http://www.pinterest.com/etaugusta/52-week-photo-lists/
http://myfourhensphotography.com/category/project-52/
http://www.outdoorphotographer.com/gallery/assignments/
http://Facebook.com/focuscolorado
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Program and Competition Schedules

Program Schedule Competition Schedule

01/06/15 Presentation – Photographing 
New Mexico by Efrain Padró

01/20/15 Subject – Open

02/03/15 Presentation – Preparing Your 
Images For Print by Jerry Osborn

02/17/15 Subject – Winter

03/03/15 Presentation – PPA Judging and 
Critique by Jeff Johnson

03/17/15 Subject – Glass

03/31/15 Mentor Meeting

NOTE: For 2015, GVCH is committing Tuesdays for Focus Club meetings. Although there is a possibility of get-
ting bumped by the Police or other groups, we're on the calendar for Tuesdays. Any date changes will be 
emailed to members and be reflected on the Calendar on the website.

January 6 Program with Efrain Padró
"Photographing New Mexico" by Efrain Padró

Travel photographer Efraín M. Padró will present a program about photographing New Mexico. As author 
of The Photographer’s Guide to New Mexico, Efraín is familiar with the best subjects (and times) to photo-
graph in The Land of Enchantment, including its varied landscapes, historic architecture and colorful 
events. Efraín’s presentation will also offer suggested itineraries to follow when visiting and photograph-
ing New Mexico.

Efraín is a full time professional photographer and educator specializing in travel, nature and architec-
tural subjects. His work has appeared in Travel and Leisure, Conde Nast Traveler, Geographic Expeditions 
catalogs, Outdoor Photographer Magazine and many other publications. He teaches photography classes 
and has lead field workshops to destinations such as Morocco, Spain, Thailand and India.

This Month's Competition is Open
Gee, what could you shoot for an Open competition?? Let's see...how about anything your little heart 
desires! Yup, it's anything goes. Crank up your creativity and put forth your best images.

An Open competition is a good time for you to “spread your wings” and do something different. Go shoot 
with only one lens, or just a Point and Shoot. Try emulating someone else's style. Maybe set your camera 
to BW and forget color entirely. Or simply go to a location you've never been to.

Make 2015 the year you  E X P A N D your photo skills and creativity.

If you need the Competition Entry forms or the template for the stick-on labels, you can get both from the Focus website on 
the Competition Rules page.
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http://focuscolorado.com/
http://focuscolorado.com/competition-rules/
http://focuscolorado.com/competition-rules/
http://www.cntraveler.com/
http://www.travelandleisure.com/
http://Facebook.com/focuscolorado
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2014 Photographers of the Year and Promotions
Congratulations to the Photographers of the Year! Your excellent imagery inspires others.

And for those of you who moved up a class...well, the competition just got stiffer.

Photogs of the Year

F5.6 – Jeff Owens Adj. Avg. 9.000 f8 – Butch Mazucca Adj. Avg. 9.421

f11 – Rich Hays Avg. 9.273 f16 – Peggy Dietz Adj. Avg. 9.267

Promotions

f5.6 to f8 – Jeff Owens, Elmer Paetow, and Gwen Piña

f8 to f11 – William Brant, Todd Christensen, Wayne Corrigan ,Brian Donovan, David Irwin, 
      Diane Katzenberger, Fred Larke, Butch Mazucca, A.J. Spong

f11 to f16 – Frank Gibbs, Todd Lytle, Mary Paetow, Oz Pfenninger, Leander Urmy

Medium Awards

f5.6 Digital Projections - Jeff Owens f16 Color prints - Joe Bonita

f8 Digital Projections - Butch Mazucca Digital projections - Nancy Myer

f11 Color prints - Ron Cooper Monochrome prints - Dan Greenberg

    Digital Projection - Todd Lytle

   Monochrome Prints - Dick York

Calls For Entries & Photo Contests

Blowing In The Wind
The 9th Digital Lightroom Photography Competition 

“We are happy to once again welcome Otto Von Munchow to the DLR.  We asked Otto to devise a theme for the  
9th DLR photography Competition and to judge it for us.  Otto is a photographer, teacher, all round good guy 
and keen supporter of the photographic community.”

The prize for the winning photograph is Topaz Labs’ Complete Collection.  A superb suite of professional 
processing tools.

The closing date for the competition is January 31, 2015 

Get more info and view the rules of the competition online.

C4FAP - Landscapes
THEME | Landscapes Entries Due |  February 11th, 2015

We welcome all artist interpretations on this theme. All capture types and photographic processes are 
welcome. Visit the C4FAP website for entry details and more info.
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http://focuscolorado.com/
http://thedigitallightroom.wordpress.com/
http://www.c4fap.org/exhibitions/landscapes_chantel-paul/
http://Facebook.com/focuscolorado
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Nature's Best Photography
Deadline: March 16, 2015

The competition opens each January and the images are judged by a panel of experts in the fields of 
photography, science, and conservation. Photographers whose images move into the second round of 
judging are emailed and they request high resolution images, RAW files, and detailed captions. 

The winning images are published in the Special Collectors Editions of Nature's Best Photography. In ad-
dition, the top Winners are displayed as large-format prints in the annual exhibition at the Smithsonian's 
National Museum of Natural History in Washington, DC. Each photograph is judged on technical quality, 
originality, and artistic merit.

Visit the Nature's Best website for entry info and image submission. 20 images for $25

Local Photo Opps and Events

Russ Burden Photo Tours www.russburdenphotography.com 303.791.9997

2015 Upcoming Tours and Dates

  Feb. 21 – 25, Florida Birds: Everglades / Fort 
Myers / West Palm

  Mar 31 - Apr 11, Tanzania African Safari

  Apr 14 - Apr 25, Tanzania African Safari (Expert 
photo instruction from two professional photogra-
phers. You’ll receive constant tips and hints of what 
and how to photograph during every session.)

  May 9 - 15,  Monument Valley / Slot Canyons

  May 24 - June 2,  Oregon Coast - 10 day trip

National Western Stock Show
A parade, rodeos, Mutton bustin', Dancing horses, a Wild West show and more comprise this annual event. 
This year it runs from Jan 10-25 (the parade is on the 8th though) and you can get the full schedule and 
more info at the Show Website.

It'll be fun. Trust me...I wouldn't “steer” you wrong.

Frame #37
A collection of extra tidbits I've discovered during the past few weeks.

— With all the smaller Micro 4/3 cameras, Fuji X100T, Sony a6000 and many others out everyone is talk-
ing Street Photography. Here's one man's reasons why he likes it so much.

— Another collection of online resources for learning photography is over at VandelayDesign site. Some 
are free – some are paid.

 When words become unclear, I shall focus with photographs...
- Ansel Adams 
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http://focuscolorado.com/
http://www.vandelaydesign.com/resources-for-diy-photography/
http://nationalwestern.com/
http://www.thephoblographer.com/2015/01/01/10-reasons-love-street-photography
http://www.russburdenphotography.com/
https://www.naturesbestphotography.com/contest2/entry_1.php?cid=144
http://Facebook.com/focuscolorado


Focus Camera Club
Competition Schedule and Definitions for 2015

January 2015
Open – The Open category allows photographers 
to submit images of any subject matter. Members 
are encouraged to explore photographic tech-
niques and subjects outside their usual style.

February 2015
Winter – Photos depicting some element or aspect 
of winter. Photos taken during winter months in 
warm or tropical climes are not acceptable. 

March 2015
Glass – Photos in which glass or glass objects dom-
inate the composition. 

April 2015
Open – The Open category allows photographers 
to submit images of any subject matter. Members 
are encouraged to explore photographic tech-
niques and subjects outside their usual style.

May 2015
Wet – Photos in which water or wetness dominate 
the composition. 

June 2015
American Scenics – Images of landscapes, 
cityscapes, landmarks, monuments, small towns, 
buildings, farms and the like that convey an identi-
fiable American theme or feeling and that were 
taken in the United States.

July 2015
Open – The Open category allows photographers 
to submit images of any subject matter. Members 
are encouraged to explore photographic tech-
niques and subjects outside their usual style.

August 2015
Altered Reality – The alteration of a scene or sub-
ject so that it is obviously unrealistic. The image 
being altered must have been taken with a camera. 
The alteration may be done with an image editor 
(e.g. Photoshop), in camera filters, on camera filters, 
using altered lighting or similar methods to alter 
the look of a scene or by any other means at the 
photographer’s disposal, as long as the result de-
picts a significant deviation from reality. For exam-
ple, simply applying a soft focus filter to the image 
does not make it qualify.   Another example of what 
would not qualify is simply arranging or physically 
altering items or a scene and then taking a straight 
unmodified photo of it.

September 2015
Transportation – Photos of anything to do with 
transportation.  Examples are trains, planes, auto-
mobiles, train stations, airports, etc. 

October 2015
16th Street Mall – Photos taken on the 16th Street 
Mall and in and around Union Station in Denver.

November 2015
Open – The Open category allows photographers 
to submit images of any subject matter. Members 
are encouraged to explore photographic tech-
niques and subjects outside their usual style.

For info about entering prints or digital images, 
size requirements, or any other details about Focus 
club competitions, visit our website and download 
a PDF of the FCC Competition Rules for reference.

http://focuscolorado.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/FCCCompetitionRules.pdf


Focus Camera Club 2015 Membership Form

Annual Dues: $40 per individual ( after July 2015, $30 ).

Make your check payable to "Focus Camera Club."

Our club has multiple levels of competition: f5.6, f8, f11 and f16. All new members wishing to 
enter our competitions are required to submit samples of their work. A portfolio review will 
establish the appropriate level for you to compete in. 

In order to ascertain what competition group you will join, we ask that you submit a CD of 5-10 
of your recent images to Dan Greenberg, our Competition Chair.  (Images should be 1024 pixels 
on the long side.)  Do a cross section of your work. The point is to place you in a comfortable spot 
where your photographic skills can grow.

Dan can be reached via email at Competitions@FocusColorado.com  If you have any questions, 
please contact him directly or visit Focuscolorado.com/competition-rules for further info.

If you have questions about the club and its "workings", please feel free to contact Gwen Pina via 
email at M  embership@  F  ocus  C  olorado.com .

You can also visit the Membership page on our website at FocusColorado.co  m/membership

Remember…your membership dues must be current (paid by March 3, 2015) in order to compete 
in our monthly photo competitions.

Please print clearly and sign below

Name

Address

City, ST Zip

Home Phone

Work Phone

Email  Address
By providing your email address above you are giving us permission to email you our monthly 
Newsletter, occasional notices about updates to the Focus Colorado website, and other club 
news. You may, at any time, request to be removed from all email notifications.

Signature

Bring this form to the next Focus Camera Club meeting or mail it, along with your check, to:
Focus Membership c/o Todd Lytle, 10956 Puma Cliff, Littleton, CO  80124

mailto:Competitions@FocusColorado.com
http://focuscolorado.com/
http://focuscolorado.com/
mailto:membership@focuscolorado.com?subject=Focus%20Club%20membership
mailto:membership@focuscolorado.com?subject=Focus%20Club%20membership
mailto:membership@focuscolorado.com?subject=Focus%20Club%20membership
mailto:membership@focuscolorado.com?subject=Focus%20Club%20membership
mailto:membership@focuscolorado.com?subject=Focus%20Club%20membership
mailto:membership@focuscolorado.com?subject=Focus%20Club%20membership
http://focuscolorado.com/competition-rules/
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