
Resolutions are bunk!
With each new year comes a slew of Resolutions (no, we're not 
talking about DPI...) about bettering our lives. And yet, the idea of 
a New Years Resolution has an inherent fail factor built in.  We 
know most people don't make it past the end of January with 
their “new me” attitude, so we are okay with failing as well.

So don't make Resolutions. Set Goals. Create Milestones toward 
those goals. And start any time of the year you want. There's 
nothing magical about January 1. In fact, it can be more detri
mental to actually achieving your goals.

Whatever your photographic goals are for 2014, I hope you 
achieve them. For some, Focus Camera club will help you be a 
better photographer. That's always been a club goal.

Perhaps you could set a goal of giving a Program or leading a 
photo excursion Meetup. Talk to Gary and Guy about sharing your 
knowledge and experience with the group.

Focus Club grew in membership and got better last year. Let's 
keep that momentum going for 2014!

This Month's Featured Article
Our club Presidents, outgoing and incoming, have a few things to 
express to the club. Read more here...

Membership Dues for 2014 need to be paid by March 6. Print the 
form at the end of this newsletter and get it taken care of now.
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The purpose of the Focus Camera Club is
 to further its members’ enjoyment, knowledge 

and mastery of photographic skills through
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Focus Camera Club Monthly Meetings

Meetings are held the First Thursday and Third Tuesday of each month. Our meeting place is in The Community Room at the 
Greenwood Village City Hall, 6060 S. Quebec St. (That’s on the east side of Quebec just south of Orchard Rd.) Get a Google 
Map by clicking here. Meetings start promptly at 7 PM and will end around 9:45 PM so we can be out by 10 PM.

http://maps.google.com/maps?q=6060+S.+Quebec+St&oe=utf-8&um=1&ie=UTF-8&hq=&hnear=0x876c868d624c7abd:0x5370aea9acfaba50,6060+S+Quebec+St,+Greenwood+Village,+CO+80111&gl=us
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President's Messages
From Guy
I'm very happy to follow both Joe and Frank as President of the Focus Camera Club. They have modern
ized the club and made it a much better opportunity for people to advance and to enjoy what they are 
doing. I give them both credit as they have done a great job.
To follow great leadership is a great challenge for me. How are we going to take the club to the next 
level? I have some very positive ideas and I would like to express them in this letter.
First, I would like to see us have more fun in competitions and nights where points don't count, but fun 
does.  Second, I would like to see our competition become a thing where people move through it and de
velop the skills that they need to become better photographers. Third, I would like to see more intermin
gling with the members. We have plenty of people to be mentors in this club and I would like to see 
them be part of the program. If you need or want some help, you should be able to have somebody in the 
club work with you.  
Lastly, I would like to see small groups be able to get together for shooting experiences. These “meetup” 
groups would be a great benefit for members wanting to improve their photography skills.
Thank you for electing me.
– Guy Geoly

From Frank
It was an honor to be your president for the past two years, We were fortunate to have a very cohesive 
board with common goals and a desire to improve the club. We had more suggestions and ideas than we 
could ever implement in the short term.
Our major goals were to:

 Secure and maintain an excellent meeting space
 Increase membership
 Teach members through better Programs and educational opportunities
 Utilize new judges whose expertise was consistent with the subject
 Add new competition subjects
 Provide timely information thru the website
 Increase competition participation
 Insure the financial stability of the club

These areas have all been improved and I believe that the club is in an excellent position for the future.
This can only happen with a cohesive board who’s goal is to improve the club, and a club membership 
WILLING TO WORK.
Here’s to an excellent 2014.
– Frank Gibbs
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Program and Competition Schedules

Program Schedule Competition Schedule

01/02/14 Presentation – “How Focus Works” 01/21/14 Subject – Landscapes

01/30/14 5th Thursday Mentoring – Holiday 
Fun Photos critique

02/06/14 Presentation – Brooke Summers – 
The Art of Posing

02/20/14 Subject – Open

03/06/14 Presentation – TBA 03/20/14 Subject – Abstracts

( ** Note that the February and March meetings are BOTH on Thursdays. We sometimes have to shuffle dates, and we had to move these. ** )

January 2 Program
Tonight’s meeting could be called “How Focus Works” or “Getting the Most out of Focus.” You’ll be getting 
info on:

 Submitting properly named and formatted Digital Entries (so they look their best when projected) 
by Richard Caverly

 How to best show your prints for competition by Cliff Lawson and Joe Bonita

 How competitions make you a better photographer (and it’s not about whether you make it to the 
next ‘F’ group) by Peggy Dietz

The goal of Focus Camera Club is to further its members enjoyment, knowledge and mastery of photo
graphic skills. Tonight we’ll talk about how the club will do just that in 2014.

This Month's Competition is Landscapes
The official Focus definition: Photos of scenes that are predominantly images of land forms. Man made 
objects may be present as long as they are not the primary subject of the image.

Lots of Focus members shoot landscapes, but if you don't, there are a number of good articles online to 
help you get great landscape images. Start at OutdoorPhotographer.com and read their excellent articles. 
Then pop over to TakeGreatPictures.com and search for Landscapes. Russ Burden has a bunch of helpful 
articles there, along with other photogs.

There are many more websites you can find using that Googley thing too.

If you need the Competition Entry forms or the template for the stick-on labels, you can get both from the Focus website on 
the Competition Rules page.
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New Year's ToDo List
Once you get over the New Year's Eve celebrations there's a few things you should tend to so you're ready 
for 2014. We're talking photographically, of course. Here's a list of things to edit or check on.

 Lightroom and Photoshop/PS Elements presets for copyright year – Any Metadata, export water
marks, import routines, etc. that contain 2013 need to be changed to 2014.

 Copyright comment in the camera (if it is supported in your camera).

 Double check the Date/time/timezone/DST setting in your camera and computer.

 Consider a new Headshot for your website, Social media profiles, business cards, etc.

 When's the last time you looked at your Email signature? Perhaps it needs a refresh too, like 
adding your website address, FB page url or your brand spanking new Pinterest info.

 Check all your rechargeable batteries. Time to replace any of them?

 How about a little Photo Closet housecleaning? Selling off some of your rarely used equipment 
could finance the purchase of something useful.

 Check the Copyright year in the footer of your website.

 Update your Facebook Timeline cover. (What?? You don't have one? Go make one now.)

 Review and revise all your Social Media profile info and bios.

 Review/revise your image and computer backup methodology.

 Plan out a 52 week project for 2014. Or at least print out the list I made for you of all the 2014 
Focus competitions ( It's at the end of this newsletter. You're welcome! )

 Go to your checkbook and write “/14” in the date area on the next 20 checks!!

Calls For Entries & Photo Contests
C4FAP - NATURAL WORLD
Theme: The natural world can be seen from the subatomic to the cosmic. It can be raw, powerful, serene, 
destructive, fertile and delicate. This exhibition will illustrate the varied aspects of nature. All interpreta
tions of this theme and photographic processes are welcome.

Juror: Susan Spiritus

Deadline: January 29, 2014

Visit the C4FAP website for complete info and entry.
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Local Photo Opps and Events
Russ Burden Photo Tours www.russburdenphotography.com 303.791.9997

2014 Photo Trips

  Feb 22 - 28,  Birds of Southern Florida: Everglades 
  / Fort Myers / West Palm

  Tanzania Photo Safari - Tour #1 Mar 31 - Apr 11,
     Tour #2 Apr 14 - Apr 25

  May 10 - 16, Monument Valley / Slot Canyons

  Custom Group / Dates, Arches + Canyonlands 
National Parks - includes 5 days of Photoshop 
instruction

  May 24 - June 2, Oregon Coast - 10 day trip

  June 14 - 20, Tetons and Yellowstone Natl. Parks in 
Spring

National Western Stock Show and Rodeo
Okay, so taking photos of prize Herefords may not be your thing. But the Rodeo is an exciting thing to 
shoot. And this year they have Dancing Horses and a Wild West show to boot. Certainly a number of great 
photo opps in this 2 week ( Jan 11-26 ) long event.

See this website for schedules and more info.

Colorado Indian Market
A celebration of Native American art and entertainment. “Amazing photo opportunities for you and your 
family can be found throughout the festival including dazzling Indian dancers, majestic wild birds of prey 
and a warrior from the past.”

January 17-19 at the Denver Mart.

Visit their website for schedules, featured shows, and more details.

Frame #37
A collection of extra tidbits I've discovered during the past few weeks.

— Got a photo book idea and want to get a discount on it? Use Blurb or MyPublisher and create your 
book. Then wait for one of the endless promotions they have. When you see a deal, get your book done. 
You could save up to 50%.

— Win a free photography course from NYIP. Contest entry and details are at the DPP website.

— If you are thinking of buying a new camera you should physically put your hands on it. M43 and DSLR 
ergonomics are important, and if it's not “right” you may hate using your camera. Read more here.

 Often while traveling with a camera we arrive just as the sun slips over the horizon of a 
moment, too late to expose film, only time enough to expose our hearts. 

- Minor White
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Focus Camera Club 2014 Membership Form

Annual Dues: $40 per individual ( after July 2014, $30 ).

Make your check payable to "Focus Camera Club."

Our club has multiple levels of competition: f5.6, f8, f11 and f16. All new members wishing to en
ter our competitions are required to submit samples of their work. A portfolio review will estab
lish the appropriate level for you to compete in. 

In order to ascertain what competition group you will join, we ask that you submit a CD of 5-10 
of your recent images to Peggy Dietz, our Competition Chair.  (Images should be 600 pixels on the 
long side.)  Do a cross section of your work. The point is to place you in a comfortable spot where 
your photographic skills can grow.

Peggy can be reached via email at Competitions@FocusColorado.com  If you have any questions, 
please contact her directly.

If you have questions about the club and its "workings", please feel free to contact Gwen Pina via 
email at M  embership@  F  ocus  C  olorado.com .

You can also visit the Membership page on our website at FocusColorado.com

Remember…your membership dues must be current (paid by March 6, 2014) in order to compete 
in our monthly photo competitions.

Please print clearly and sign below

Name

Address

City, ST Zip

Home Phone

Work Phone

Email  Address

By providing your email address above you are giving us permission to email you our monthly 
Newsletter, occasional notices about updates to the Focus Colorado website, and other club 
news. You may, at any time, request to be removed from all email notifications.

Signature

Bring this form to the next Focus Camera Club meeting or mail it, along with your check, to:
Focus Membership c/o Todd Lytle, 10956 Puma Cliff, Littleton, CO  80124

http://focuscolorado.com/
mailto:membership@focuscolorado.com?subject=Focus%20Club%20membership
mailto:membership@focuscolorado.com?subject=Focus%20Club%20membership
mailto:membership@focuscolorado.com?subject=Focus%20Club%20membership
mailto:membership@focuscolorado.com?subject=Focus%20Club%20membership
mailto:membership@focuscolorado.com?subject=Focus%20Club%20membership
mailto:membership@focuscolorado.com?subject=Focus%20Club%20membership
mailto:Competitions@FocusColorado.com


Focus Camera Club
Competition Definitions and Schedule for 2014

January 2014
Landscapes – Photos of scenes that are predomi
nantly images of land forms. Man made objects 
may be present as long as they are not the primary 
subject of the image.

February 2014
Open – The Open category allows photographers 
to submit images of any subject matter. Members 
are encouraged to explore photographic tech
niques and subjects outside their usual style.

March 2014
Abstracts – Abstract art uses the visual language of 
form, curves, focus, texture, color and line to create 
a composition that exists independently of visual 
references to the world.  A good abstract may have 
reality in it, it just is not about that reality.  (For ex
ample, a water abstract may have images of water 
in it…but the abstract composition is not JUST 
about the water.)

April 2014
Dominant Color – Photos in which at least 50% of 
the content is essentially the same color.

May 2014
Open – The Open category allows photographers 
to submit images of any subject matter. Members 
are encouraged to explore photographic tech
niques and subjects outside their usual style.

June 2014
Cityscapes – Photos of houses or buildings that 
dominate the image. People or other elements 
may be included but the primary subject must be 
the buildings of a city.

July 2014
Open – The Open category allows photographers 
to submit images of any subject matter. Members 
are encouraged to explore photographic tech
niques and subjects outside their usual style.

August 2014
Close-Up – Photos of small subjects, or photos of 
small details of a larger subject if those details 
dominate the image. Only macro and closeup 
images are acceptable.

September 2014
Night Photos – Photos taken after sunset and 
before sunrise. The subject matter is unlimited but 
it must be obvious to the viewer the image was 
made at night.

October 2014
Open – The Open category allows photographers 
to submit images of any subject matter. Members 
are encouraged to explore photographic tech
niques and subjects outside their usual style.

November 2014
Repeating Patterns – Photos of naturally occurring 
or man made objects depicting repeated patterns 
of color, shape, or light and shadow. Images may be 
enhanced by modifying brightness, contrast, hue, 
saturation or sharpness. 

However, images created in photo editing software 
using filters, cloning, multiple layers, or other tech
niques to achieve a repeated pattern are not 
acceptable.

For info about entering prints or digital images, size requirements, or any other details about 
Focus club competitions, visit our website and download a PDF of the FCC Competition Rules 
for reference.

http://focuscolorado.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/FCCCompetitionRules.pdf
http://focuscolorado.com/competition-rules/
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