
Photos in this issue are from last month's 'Altered Reality' competition.

Tricks or Treats?
C'mon, there's no tricks here. Always Treats!! Make sure you get to 
the October 1 meeting to find out what treats the camera manu
facturers have in store for you.

Then go shoot some fall color, enter some of the contests listed 
here, or get some education and enhance your skills.

This Month's Featured Article
Hardly anyone uses handheld meters anymore. But here's some 
info on metering and why you may want to consider a handheld 
meter of your own. Read more here...
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The purpose of the Focus Camera Club is
 to further its members’ enjoyment, knowledge 
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Focus Camera Club Monthly Meetings

Meetings are held the First Thursday and Third Tuesday of each month. Our meeting place is in The Community Room at the 
Greenwood Village City Hall, 6060 S. Quebec St. (That’s on the east side of Quebec just south of Orchard Rd.) Get a Google 
Map by clicking here. Meetings start promptly at 7 PM and will end around 9:45 PM so we can be out by 10 PM.

The Face of Shame by Gwen Pina
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Should I Buy a Light Meter?
By Karl Peschel

Modern DSLRs, Micro 4/3 cameras, and compact P&S cameras have sophisticated trough-the-lens (TTL) 
metering systems. We trust them to give us accurate exposures in a wide variety of lighting conditions. 
The little computerized "brains" in our cameras can recognize and (usually) compensate for many scenes.

But alas, they are not perfect. There are times when the meter is fooled and the human brain has to be 
engaged. Understanding how your camera's meter works and recognizing those scenes where you need to 
override the settings is a necessary skill for any serious photographer.

In-Camera or Handheld?
Let's cover some key concepts about light meters and how they work. Then you can decide if a handheld 
meter would be a good addition for your shooting methods and style.

Reflected and Incident Meters

Measuring the light in a scene is done in one of two ways: Reflected or Incident. In-camera meters read 
the light Reflected off your subject. They are set for a medium (18%) reflectance, since your camera has 
no clue whether you are shooting a grizzly or polar bear. As you can see, there are times this medium 
reflectance standard will cause problems. Light or dark subjects will throw things off.

Incident metering reads the light falling on your subject. 
Handheld meters with this feature have a small white dome 
and you place the meter directly in front of your subject to 
take a reading. Obviously, you have to be able to walk up to 
your subject in order to meter this way. That moose 100 feet 
away will not stand still as you run up to him, take a meter 
reading, and run back to your camera position. But portrait 
subjects and many others will.

Incident readings are more accurate since they are simply 
measuring the light striking the subject. Light and dark 
objects do not influence readings and both are rendered 
properly.

I know what you're thinking right now. "Shouldn't I 
always use an Incident reading for accurate exposure?"

Well, sure. But it's not always feasible to do so.

Your In-Camera Meter

The Reflected metering system built in to your camera is accurate, sophisticated, always there, but not 
foolproof. Understanding how it works, knowing which mode to use, and being able to recognize scenes 
and lighting situations when it may be fooled are keys to getting accurate exposures. Forcing some under 
or over exposure will be necessary for some subjects.
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3 Camera Metering Patterns

Matrix / Evaluative Center Weighted Spot

The most common (and usually 
the default) metering pattern. 
The camera reads many sections 
of the entire image area and 
averages the light values. 

Modern DSLRs have a database 
of situations (backlight, front
light, strong contrast, etc) that 
are compared to the scene you 
are shooting and the camera 
tries to compensate accordingly.

Though not perfect, it is useful 
for general shooting.

Using Center Weighted meter
ing mode forces the camera to 
give more priority to the cen
tral part of the scene. Some 
cameras have menu settings to 
change the size of the center 
circle.

(Check your manual.)

Still, you have to decide if 
Center Weighted metering fits 
the scene you are shooting. For 
instance, off center subjects 
would not work best.

As the name implies, Spot 
metering utilizes a small spot to 
base the reading on. Generally, 
this is the very center AF point in 
your viewfinder.

Some DSLRs allow you to link 
the Spot metering point to the 
Autofocus point you are using.

Again, check your manual to see 
if this option is available to you.

Spot metering allows you to 
zero in on exactly what you 
want to meter on.

Why Handheld Meters
Gossen, Sekonic, and other manufacturers make meters that read both Ambient and Flash, along with 
having Incident, Reflected and Spot models or attachments.  The most common purchase is an Incident 
and Flash combo (since you have a good Reflected meter in the camera). 

A handheld meter, using an Incident reading, will simplify your shooting. Read the light – set the expo
sure – bang, it's good. For controlled lighting in still-lifes and portraits, indoor events at arenas, outdoor 
natural light images and more, an incident meter reading and Manual exposure give you solid results.

Using Studio Strobes or Flash Mixed with Ambient Light

Do yourself a favor and get a handheld meter for these situations. It will save you time, ensure consistent 
results, and enable you to quickly determine exposure and lighting ratios.

You CAN do all the calculations in your head – power output of your strobes, adjustments for any light 
modifier you use, distance to the subject, etc. Or you can simply push a button and quickly know what 
shutter speed and aperture to set. 

The choice is yours.
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Program and Competition Schedules

Program Schedule Competition Schedule

10/1/13 Presentation – Industry Trends 
with Erin

10/15/13 Subject – Looking Up/Looking Down

11/5/13 Presentation – Effective Posing 
with Brooke Summer

11/19/13 Subject – Open

12/5/13 Presentation – Best of YOUR Best Late Dec No Meeting

October 1 Program with Erin Brinkley-Burgardt
Erin works at Englewood Camera and has her fin
ger on the pulse of the photographic industry. Her 
program will be on "Industry Trends" and she will 
be discussing where the digital camera industry is 
headed.

Although this will cover more than Canon, Fujifilm, 
and Olympus she will bring an example of each 
camera to demonstrate FX, APS-C (DX) and Micro 
Four Thirds sensors and their advantages.

She's also putting together a Powerpoint presenta
tion to cover the rest.

Erin started at Englewood Camera in 2005, while 
finishing a B.F.A in Photography at the University of  
Colorado Denver. She has the versatile role of Opera
tions Manager, and is your go-to resource for special  
orders and class information. Erin started pho
tographing when she was 7 years old, using a hand-
me-down Instamatic camera, and currently uses a 
Hasselblad 503CX, Leica M6, and Canon EOS 5D Mark II.

This Month's Competition is Looking Up / Looking Down
As defined, An image of something that is above our heads or below our feet. (intentionally leaving out the 
metaphor of “optimism” or “improvement in circumstances”).

Photographers tend to focus (pun intended) on what's directly in front of them. This month we want you 
to take a look up and down and see more of the world around you. 

If you need the Competition Entry forms or the template for the stick-on labels, you can get both from the Focus website on 
the Competition Rules page.
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Sept. Altered Reality Competition Results
Media Artist Image Title Score Award

f5.6 Color Gwen Pina Hot! Hot! Hot! 9 1st

Digital Jeff Owens Think Different 9 1st

Jeff Owens Dude, Where's Your Putter 8 2nd

Judy Kahn Every Bench a Library 8 3rd

Monochrome Gwen Pina The Face of Shame 10 1st

Linda Slavec What are You Looking At 8 2nd
f8 Color Gary Witt The Inky Darkness Seeps In 9 1st

Digital Butch Mazzuca Reflected Glory 10 1st

Gary Witt Is This My Best Side? 9 2nd
f11 Color Peggy Dietz Mystic 10 1st

Peggy Dietz Mirrored? 9 2nd

Digital Leander Urmy Mystical Reflection 10 1st

Karen Kirkpatrick Be Prepared to Stop 9 2nd

Karen Kirkpatrick Shades of Wyoming 9 3rd

Monochrome Barbara Kennedy Trinity Church 9 1st
f16 Color Cliff Lawson Entrance to Hell 10 1st

Helen Tyler To Market, To Market, To Buy a Fat Turnip 10 2nd

Digital Dan Greenberg Atmospheric Static 10 1st

Ken Farman Fall in West Virginia 10 2nd

Remember to send your winning Print images to Webmaster@FocusColorado.com for the online galleries.
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Calls For Entries & Photo Contests

The Face 2013 Annual Photo Contest
The second annual The Face Photo Contest is now accepting 
entries! This is the only Digital Photo Pro photo contest solely 
devoted to people and portrait photography, and will be 
judged by an elite panel of photographers and editors. 
Deadline is October 17.

The Grand Prize is your choice of a Canon EOS 7D, or Nikon 
D7100 or Sony A77 DSLR from Roberts Camera, and the best 
submissions will be printed in a special multispread feature in 
the Jan/Feb 2014 issue of the magazine. 

Entry info and submission to the contest is on the DPP web
site.

C4FAP - Portfolio ShowCase Volume 7
There is no theme for this exhibition. The images will be eval
uated as a cohesive body of work, rather than individual im
ages. Fifteen photographers will be chosen to display their 
twelve-image portfolios in the Center's Portfolio ShowCase 
Volume 7 book, Group gallery exhibition, and online exhibition.

Entries Due: November 28, 2013 Book Publication and Gallery 
Exhibition dates:  Mid 2014

Visit the C4FAP website for complete details.

Share the View
The Audubon Society of Greater Denver's interna
tional nature photography contest will be accepting 
submissions between October 15 and December 1. 
Enter for a chance to win the $1,000 top prize, in ad
dition to recognition for the top 250 images selected 
by our experienced panel of judges.

Get all the details, contest rules, and submission info 
on the Share the View contest page.

Sand Creek Regional Greenway
All photos must be taken on the Sand Creek Regional Greenway, or in the current parks or public lands 
which are part of the Sand Creek Regional Greenway. For a map of the Sand Creek Regional Greenway, 
please visit www.sandcreekgreenway.org
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All styles of photography are accepted, including digitally altered images.

Entry Deadline: November 8, 2013

Visit the CallForEntry website for all the specifics on this contest.

A note from the contest page: The best place to take photos is the Aurora section of the Greenway, east of 
Peoria and Bluff Lake Nature Center. Many other sections of the Greenway are closed due to serious safety 
concerns and in some places, no trail at all. We would love to have your photos taken before - even years 
before - September 10, 2013 and photos from the open areas of the Greenway.

Local Photo Opps and Events

Russ Burden Photo Tours www.russburdenphotography.com 303.791.9997

2013 Photo Trips

 Aug 24 - 30, Goats and Gods: Mt Evans and 
    Garden of the Gods 

  Sep 24 - Oct 3, Tetons and Yellowstone NP in Fall

  Oct 15 - 20, Hunts Mesa - Aerial perspective of
   Monument Valley and Capital Reef National Park

  Nov 2 - 8, Bryce Canyon and Zion National Parks

  Dec 7 - 13, Bosque Del Apache / White Sands 
    Natl. Mon.

Hands-On Lightroom Training
Denver Area 2-Day “Hands -On” Lightroom Workshop 
With Jerry Courvoisier. Learn a Start to Finish Workflow 
for Photographers from a Leading Lightroom Expert

When: Saturday, Oct. 13, 2013 – Sunday, Oct. 14, 2013 
9AM to 4:30PM both days

Where: Mike’s Camera, 7939 E. Arapahoe Road, Green
wood Village, Colorado 80112

Receive $50.00 off the $395.00 Workshop when you 
register online with the Special Registration Discount 
Code “mikesvip”  See www.lightroomworkshops.com and 
visit the Event site to register.

Annual Denver Botanic Garden events
It's that time of year again. The Corn Maze and the 
Pumpkin Festival out at Chatfield are right around the 
corner. Take the family or grandkids out there and create 
some memorable fall images.
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George Lepp Seminar
The Evergreen Camera Club announced that George Lepp will present a seminar on Nov.  13, 2013. 
Sponsored by the Evergreen Camera Club and the Canon Explorers of Light Program, the seminar will be 
held at the Evergreen Fire and Rescue Auditorium, 1802 Bergen Pkwy, Evergreen, beginning at 6:30 p.m.

Seating is limited to 100, and pre-registration is suggested. There is no charge for admission, but they will 
accept free will donations on behalf of Evergreen Fire and Rescue after the program. 

For more information, contact Doug Hollling at (303) 674-9112.

Frame #37
A collection of extra tidbits I've discovered during the past few weeks.

— Time to thin out your camera closet? Sell your Stuff, Get more $$. Get an EXTRA 5% added to your 
quote by using promo code SELLGEAR3 by October 6 at KEH.com

— Arizona Highways Photo Workshops schedule for 2014 was recently published. See all the adventures 
available at the AHPW website.

— Did you read this month's article and want to know more about getting great exposures? Check out 
Understanding Exposure   from Bryan Peterson. It's one of the best books on the subject.

 It is the photographing of ordinary things, in extraordinary light, which results in 
extraordinary photographs.

-- David Young
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