
Photos in this issue are from last month's 'Open' competition.

April Showers bring May Flowers
Or so we hope. It is nice to see green grass again, and as spring
time comes in fully we'll be hiking through meadows of flora.

Perhaps you'd enjoy escaping to Oregon to shoot waterfalls or to 
go out (farther) west with Russ (pg 6). 

Whatever your photo fancy, this is a good time to start planning 
trips for the year, or at least the next few months.

This Month's Featured Article
Sometimes we learn by example. Unfortunately, learning from a 
miserable experience is bittersweet. Heed Paul's tale of woe.
Read more here...
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The purpose of the Focus Camera Club is
 to further its members’ enjoyment, knowledge 

and mastery of photographic skills through
cooperative efforts and fellowship.

Focus Camera Club Monthly Meetings

Meetings are held the First Thursday and Third Tuesday of each month. Our meeting place is in The Community Room at the 
Greenwood Village City Hall, 6060 S. Quebec St. (That’s on the east side of Quebec just south of Orchard Rd.) Get a Google 
Map by clicking here. Meetings start promptly at 7 PM and will end around 9:45 PM so we can be out by 10 PM.

Solitude in the Sands by Rachel Murray
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Backup to the Future...
By Paul DiSalvo

Some of you may have heard about my recent disk crash issue. For those that haven’t, I’ll recap and share 
what I learned.

I was having some intermittent computer problems (eventually diagnosed and resulting from a bad mem
ory upgrade). Unfortunately, the initial diagnosis was a failing hard disk. My laptop went in to get a new 
hard drive with me thinking I had a good backup of my system sitting on my Time Machine drive. 

My Time Machine was working fine doing it’s backup copies ( a few GB here and there ) but when it came 
time to restore, a process taking many hours of constant running, the backup drive overheated, failed and 
I found myself with no primary drive AND no backup drive. The story had a happy ending. After about 10 
days of Data Recovery and almost $1,700, I had a new drive with all of my data restored.

Lessons learned
Here are a few takeaways that I learned the hard way and hopefully you can benefit from:

 Drives eventually will fail – no question of “IF” just “WHEN.”

 Data Recovery is VERY expensive – Buying multiple disk drives is comparatively VERY cheap.

 Even if you have good backups, there is no guarantee they will be there when you need them.

So what can you do going forward?
 If you have a backup today, great. But two backups are even better. Make several copies of your 

files. Drives are ridiculously cheap today. I recently bought a 2 TB (terabyte) drive for my Mac for 
around $120.00. Buy several! Most drives carry at most a 3-5 year warranty. How old is yours?

 Store files in multiple places. If everything is in your house and your house is destroyed, well 
that's no good. Store an extra copy at the office, your bank, a friend’s house - you get the picture.

 CDs and DVDs are no guarantee. They go bad too. If you have a library of these, make another 
copy. Then make a backup to an external disk. Just make sure they are not all you have. Who 
knows when older disks will no longer be readable?

 Cloud Storage is a great option. (Mozy, Carbonite, Dropbox, Sugarsync, etc) As long as you are 
connected to the Internet, you’re getting backed up to a safe, off-site facility somewhere in 
cyberspace. Again, don’t make it your only option.

 Solid State Drives (SSD) are the newest thing. No moving parts, super fast data access, rarely ever 
break down. Trouble is when they do, recovery is almost impossible. A great, safe solution – just 
don’t make it your only option.

So, to wrap up...

Drives WILL fail.   —   Make MULTIPLE backups.   —   Keep them in SEVERAL safe places.
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http://focuscolorado.com/
https://www.sugarsync.com/
https://www.dropbox.com/
http://www.carbonite.com/en/v2/index
http://www.mozy.com/
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Program and Competition Schedules

Program Schedule Competition Schedule

4/4/13 Presentation – Denver Post 
photographer RJ Sangosti

4/16/13 Subject – Artificial Light

5/2/13 Presentation – An Evening with 
Joe Farace

5/21/13 Subject – Open

5/30/13 5Th Thursday Mentor Program

6/6/13 Presentation - TBA 6/18/13 Subject – Happy/Sorrow is...

April 4 Program with RJ Sangosti
RJ is one of the Post’s general news photographers and has covered some major news stories like Hurri
cane Katrina, the Aurora Movie Shootings, Colorado Wildfires and much more.

RJ will give us an overview of his approach to telling stories with photos and talk about what goes into 
his process for approaching assignments. He’s in the process of compiling his best work for the past year 
for some image competitions he participates in so we should get a look at his best images. He’s got 
about a 20-30 minute overview and asked that we please come with lots of questions as he’d rather 
make it a less canned presentation.

Nikon School Tix Half Price
Frank has 2 Nikon School tickets in his hot little hands, one for each session on April 20-21 at the 
Doubletree in Denver. These normally go for $149/$159 (session 1 / 2) but someone gets 50% off. These 
are great educational opportunities for any Nikon (or Canon) shooter.

You MUST come to the April 4 meeting to buy one of the tix. See Frank at the meeting.

This Month's Competition is Artificial Light
The Focus definition: An image in which the light source is 
not from nature (sun or moon).

Skip the natural light and go grab a photo using flash, 
tungsten light, mercury vapor in a gym, ugly fluorescent in 
an office, a candle, a flamethrower, a welding torch, or 
whatever else you have handy.

If you need the Competition Entry forms or the template for the stick-
on labels, you can get both from the Focus website on the Competition 
Rules page.
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The Ups and Downs of Paris by Judy Kahn

http://focuscolorado.com/
http://focuscolorado.com/competition-rules/
http://focuscolorado.com/competition-rules/
http://focuscolorado.com/competition-rules/
http://www.nikonusa.com/en/Learn-And-Explore/Nikon-School/index.page
http://Facebook.com/focuscolorado
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March Open Competition Results
Media Artist Image Title Score Award

f5.6 Color Mitzi Pearlman Oia Santorini 9 1st

Digital Gwen Pina Abstract Reflections 9 1st

Judy Kahn The Ups and Downs of Paris 9 2nd

Jeff Owens Going Home 8 3rd
f8 Color Gigi Embrechts Long Day Short Pay 9 1st

Diane Katzenberger I Think We Shoulda Turned Right at Albuquerque 9 2nd

David Irwin A Crow Horseman 9 3rd

Digital Rachel Murray Solitude in the Sands 10 1st

Richard Caverly Eat My Dust 10 2nd

Gary Witt Crimson Steel 10 3rd

Julia Spring Rain Drops 9 HM

Butch Mazzuca Zambian Workiers 9 HM

Monochrome Diane Katzenberger Just Another Saturday Night 10 1st

Diane Katzenberger Resting at the End of the Day 9 2nd
f11 Color Judy Deist Music Masks 10 1st

Jimmy Doolittle Good Morning 10 2nd

Barbara Kennedy Dahlia 10 3rd

Guy Geoly Angles & Reflections 9 HM

Oz Pfenninger Scenic Drive 9 HM

Digital Leander Urmy Denver Sunrise 10 1st

Nancy Myer Impressions of a Wind Tossed Weeping Willow 10 2nd

Nancy Myer Botanical Bonfire 10 3rd

Dick York Your Daddy's Super Walmart 9 HM

Marilyn Clark Home Before Dark 9 HM

Monochrome Guy Geoly Into the Light 10 1st

Oz Pfenninger Closed for the Season 9 2nd
f16 Color Cliff Lawson Backstroke Blue 10 1st

Cliff Lawson Concentration 9 2nd

Digital Dan Greenberg Hudson History 10 1st

Joe Bonita Age of Steam 10 2nd

Monochrome Dan Greenberg Waterfall of the Gods 10 1st

Remember to send your winning Print images to Webmaster@FocusColorado.com for the online galleries.

Revised Focus Competition Entry Form
The Competition Entry from has been revised and updated and is posted on the website. You can access it from the 
Competition rules page (link near the bottom) or use this direct link for the PDF.

**  Please start using this new form for all Competition entries.  **
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http://focuscolorado.com/
http://focuscolorado.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/FCCEntryForm.pdf
http://focuscolorado.com/competition-rules/
mailto:Webmaster@FocusColorado.com?subject=FCC%20Winning%20Print%20image
http://Facebook.com/focuscolorado
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Special Note about our Facebook Page
** This was in the November 2012 newsletter, but is repeated here for newer members.

Facebook is consistent with one thing: change. Privacy settings, photo sizes and Album management, 
Timelines, profile photos, and the list goes on.

A change made late last year is important. Posts from Pages you've Liked may not appear in your News 
Feed. And it's not just items from Focus Club you're missing out on, it's all of them.

Fortunately, there are a couple of easy solutions.

1. Bookmark and regularly visit our FB page at https://www.facebook.com/focuscolorado This is a 
public page, so you don't even have to be a FB member to see all the posts there.

2. Interact more with a Page's content. Post to the Page. Like, Comment, and Share items and you're 
more likely to see posts from that Page in your News Feed.

3. Use the Pages Feed link in your left sidebar. It shows recent posts from Pages you've Liked. 

4. (Best Option) Setup the new Interests lists, also found in the left sidebar. Create multiple lists for 
Photography Pages, TV Shows, Local Companies, or other groups of Pages you've Liked. Each list 
shows ALL posts, so you won't miss anything. (Creating Interest Lists is quite easy.)

5. (2nd Best Option) Turn on Notifications for our Page. Sign in to FB and go to our Page. Float your 
mouse over the button and select “Get Notifications” from the popup list.

Facebook is marketing Promoted Posts, where you pay to have your info pushed out to everyone who has 
Liked a Page. We just don't have the budget to pay for each post. Additionally, News Feeds get over
whelmed with posts from brands and organizations who push many updates each day. 

In some respects it's good for the user: More signal, less noise.  But it also means you need to use the 
tools available and ensure you don't miss important items from Focus and other Pages you've Liked.

Calls For Entries & Photo Contests

C4FAP – Black & White
Theme: All Black and White imagery is eligible for submission. This in
cludes alternative process, traditional, digital, and toned black and 
white images. All subjects are welcome.

Deadline: April 24, 2013

Visit the C4FAP website for complete information.

Reminder - Outdoor Photographer 
…presents the 2nd Annual "The American Landscape" Photo contest. 
One of the first place prizes is the Tamron SP 24-70mm F/2.8 Di VC 
USD lens.  Deadline: April 4, 2013 at 11:59 p.m. PT
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Your Daddy's Super Walmart by 
Dick York

http://focuscolorado.com/
http://www.c4fap.org/exhibitions/black-and-white-2013/
http://www.facebook.com/help/199115746856074/?q=interest%20lists&sid=0wPT2xCZLLxUa63VZ
https://www.facebook.com/focuscolorado
http://Facebook.com/focuscolorado
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Local Photo Opps and Events

Russ Burden Photo Tours www.russburdenphotography.com 303.791.9997

2013 Photo Trips

  Apr 13 - 19, Monument Valley / Slot Canyons

  May 4 - 10, Arches & Canyonlands Nat. Parks - 
    includes 5 days of Photoshop instruction 

  May 25 - Jun 3, Oregon Coast

  Jun 15 - 21, Tetons and Yellowstone Natl. Parks 
    in Spring

  Jul 13 - 19, Colorado Wildflowers & Alpine Scenery

  Jul 27 - Aug 2, Glacier National Park 

  Aug 24 - 30, Goats and Gods: Mt Evans and 
    Garden of the Gods 

  Sep 24 - Oct 3, Tetons and Yellowstone Natl. Parks
   in Fall

  Oct 15 - 20, Hunts Mesa - Aerial perspective of
   Monument Valley and Capital Reef National Park

  Nov 2 - 8, Bryce Canyon and Zion National Parks

  Dec 7 - 13, Bosque Del Apache / White Sands 
    Natl. Mon.

Waterfalls and Wildflowers in Oregon
Okay, so these are not exactly “local”, but they are 
unique opportunities.

Visit the workshops page at GhostTownSafari.com 
for info about Waterfalls of the Gorge (April 27) 
and Wildflowers of the Gorge (May 4) trips, along 
with a trip to Italy in October.

Denver Zoo Photo Test Drive
Saturday April 27, 9:00 AM – 4:30 PM

Join Mike’s Camera at the Denver Zoo for their 
semi-annual Photo Safari to Test Drive some of the 
hottest new camera gear and lenses from the lead

ing camera, lens, and photo accessory manufactures. Try out gear from your favorite manufacturers, 
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Long Day Short Pay by Gigi Embrechts

Denver Sunrise by Leander Urmy

http://focuscolorado.com/
http://mikescamera.com/denver-zoo-test-drive.html
http://ghosttownsafari.com/category/workshops-and-safaris/
http://www.russburdenphotography.com/
http://Facebook.com/focuscolorado
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including Canon, Nikon, Olympus, Tamron, Sony, Lensbaby, Vanguard, Promaster & Panasonic!

A valid Credit Card & Driver’s License is required for equipment check out and will be kept on file until 
return of equipment. Standard Denver Zoo admission fees apply.

Arvada Kite Festival
Bright colors will glide through the sky above Arvada for the 11th Annual Arvada Kite Festival. This event 
thrills all age groups with the artistry of kite flying and friendly competition along with musical enter
tainment, great food, activities and non-stop fun.

This year’s event is scheduled for Saturday, April 13 with a rain date already reserved for April 20, just in 
case. Activities will kick off at 10:00 a.m. and run until 4:00 p.m. at Robby Ferrufino Park, 74th Avenue 
and Carr Drive. Visit the webpage for more info: http://arvada.org/pages/kite-festival 

Frame #37
A collection of extra tidbits I've discovered during the past few weeks.

— If you are concerned about your backup strat
egy after reading Paul's article, and want to ex
plore some Cloud storage/backup solutions, this 
PCMag article gives a good rundown of what's 
available.

— Creating and managing passwords for all your 
email accounts, social media, and everything else 
in your life is daunting. This MakeUseOf article 
gives useful info on password security and some 
tools to manage all of them. (PDF download link 
top right of article.)

— The new Photoshelter guide to Copyright is 
available for free at their website. Any photogra
pher, and especially those who sell images, prints, 
or posts photos online should read this essential 
information.

 When most people get in front of a camera they give the photographer the expression 
they want to give or think they ought to give. What I want is the expression that’s truly 
and naturally them. 

- Marc Hauser
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Age of Steam by Joe Bonita

http://focuscolorado.com/
http://www.photoshelter.com/mkt/research/photographers-guide-to-copyright
http://www.makeuseof.com/pages/the-password-management-guide-fulltext
http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,2817,2413556,00.asp
http://arvada.org/pages/kite-festival
http://Facebook.com/focuscolorado
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