
Photos in this issue are from last month's 'Open' competition.

When is it officially Fall?
I don't know about you, but I'm so ready for cooler weather, 
leaves changing color, bird migrations, pumpkins, corn mazes, 
and lots of photo opps. 
Hurry up September 22nd!   (– KP)

Did you miss Cliff/Paul's Flash class?
We've posted the handouts from the class, along with a link to 
Nikon's setup doc, on the website. See the notes here.

This Month's Featured Article
You history lesson continues with part 4, covering 2002-2006. 
Only one more five year period to go... Read more here
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The purpose of the Focus Camera Club is
 to further its members’ enjoyment, knowledge 

and mastery of photographic skills through
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Focus Camera Club Monthly Meetings
Meetings are held the First Thursday and Third Tuesday of each month. Our new meeting place is in The Community Room at 
the Greenwood Village City Hall, 6060 S. Quebec St. (That’s on the east side of Quebec just south of Orchard Rd.) Get a 
Google Map by clicking here. Meetings start promptly at 7 PM and will end around 9:45 PM so we can be out by 10 PM.

Building the Nest by Ken Farman
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25 Years of Focus – part 4
By Dick York

In 2002 a Focus Camera Club Newsletter article proclaimed "Focus was formed in 1987, so it turns 15 this 
year! In its young life it has become one of the largest and most active clubs in the Metro area...not bad for a 
mere teenager." 
This 4th 5-year period of the club's life from 2002 to 2006 marks the “teen years” that began in 2000. 
Can the fire of the adolescent start-up years, that was reignited in the teen years, be kept alive entering 
club adulthood? The teen years left behind the excitement and the struggles of that period as history was 
being created.  

The Teen Years
Our first club meeting of this period was in a new home at the Arapahoe Library District Support Services 
Building, located East of town past the Broncos Dove Valley facility. We didn't know it at the time, but this 
was going to be a short lived, temporary meeting location. 
2002 started with a new team of officers and chair-people with Peggy Dietz-President., P.J. Kremer-VP, 
Dick York-VP-Education, Judy Deist-Sec., Maria Armstrong-Treas., Harry Allen-Programs, Russ Burden-Com
petitions, Nancy Myer & Craig Lewis-Editors. The clubs mainstay programs, competition nights, study 
groups, and the extra curriculum activities were pretty well established by now. The study groups, includ
ing the Rookie School, had been active for over 5 years. 
The Excursion and Nature Groups both had monthly trips planned for 11 of the 12 months of 2002. 
Turned out that their preliminary plans were a little too ambitious to implement. Soft Critique Group 
started to meet at the Animal Hospital, same as the Digital Group. Film Creative Techniques Group 
started with Craig Lewis as facilitator, later changed its name to Creative Shooters Group as digital cam
eras started appearing. Most of the regular club programs were on picture-taking, one program in March 
was on a digital subject. It was on comparing sharpness of digital to film. Club competitions had separate 
film and digital slide categories. Assigned subjects for the year were nature, action, contrasts, weather, al
tered reality, macro. The film-based groups were starting to disappear. 

Digital Image Capture - New Agent of Change
A few club members started acquiring digital cameras, and a new DigiCam (Digital Camera) Group was 
formed with Lee VanRamshorst as its facilitator. The stated aim was " to provide participants with useful 
information and tips on digital cameras, to be on the curve as the world evolves from film to digital im
age capture." DigiCam's first meeting was at the Animal Hospital. They showed large prints shot with digi
tal cameras to see the quality from different camera types and megapixel ratings. You either brought a 
digital camera if you had one, or a picture with specs of one. The Digital Group name was changed to 
Digital Darkroom Group to better differentiate it from the DigiCam Group. 

Breaking news and further info is always available at our website FocusColorado.com Page 2 of 9
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More Changes
A new environment was developing (no pun intended). Our newsletter started two new sections, one 
called "Items of Interest" that promoted activities outside the club. These included various workshops, 
photo schools, tours, etc. The other was "Calls for Entries" listing various outside shows to participate in.
As the digital environment was growing, pro photography was proliferating as well. Many pros were turn
ing to teaching photography and conducting photo tours. Print entries for Council competitions had to be 
marked "digital" if they were "computerized", whether edited or not. Focus wins first place for total points 
in Council's Year-End Competition, thanks to Russ Burden. He got 1st in BW Nature Prints, 1st in Animal 
Prints, 1st in Landscape Slides, and 1st in Still Life Slides categories. Plus there were seven other awards 
of 2nd, 3rd and HM by Russ, Mary Paetow and Marv Mickelson.
Interestingly, several members of the Digital Darkroom group would meet an hour earlier than their regu
lar group meetings to learn about traditional and "digital painting" techniques. These were coordinated 
by Helen Tyler. (A precursor of the painterly effects we've been seeing in recent years?) Fred Crowle 
changed the Rookie School name to Focus Orientation Group to reflect an expanded programs scope be
yond new members, and to teach more varied subjects to existing members. Toward the end of the year 
Nancy Myer took over the Excursion and Nature Groups as their facilitator, then held a meeting at her 
home to plan trips for 2003. Focus was notified in December that the Library District Support Bldg. won't 
be available for meetings as of January 2003.

What Else Can Happen?
The new team for 2003: Peggy Dietz-President, P.J. Kremer-VP, Dick York-VP-Education, Judy Deist-Sec., 
Sue York-Treas., James Taylor-Programs, Russ Burden-Competition, Mary Lou Lane-Membership, Nancy 
Myer & Craig Lewis-Editors. Club meetings were relocated to the Animal Hospital, thanks to Judy Deist. 
The club newsletter is renamed to "In Focus". Excursion and Nature Groups were merged into one, and 
now called the Field Trip Group. Only four trips were planned for the year due to reduced participation. 
Focus Orientation meetings were now being held on an as needed basis. Establishment of Photographer 
of The Year awards was announced at the annual club banquet. 
A potluck lunch planning meeting was held at Nancy Myers home in February. Club members and some 
board members discussed what the club ought to be doing, mostly on shooting locations for the Field 
Trip Group. They came up with over 3 dozen pretty good locations. Wow! Other suggestions made were 
that each study group ought to get a budget for books and videos related to its specialty for the club's li
brary, also about adding them to a club website when/if it gets one, and to have photo competition of 
Kids and Their Pets in conjunction with the Animal Hospital. They found, however, that it's easier to talk 
about good ideas than to convert them into action. Fred Crowle and Craig Lewis developed a club compe
tition entry form online, as a link to Craig's website. The newsletter also became available online on 
Craig's website, but paper copies were still being distributed. DigiCam Group name was changed to Digi
tal Hardware Group to expand its scope that included other related items and peripherals.
The Field Trip Group had a weekend trip in October on Cumbres & Toltec Railroad through fall color and 
spectacular scenery from Chama, NM to Antonito, CO. Craig Lewis and Marilyn Clark presented a program 
on Painter-8 at Digital Darkroom. Second potluck & planning session was held in November at Nancy 
Myers home. Had discussions about future direction of club and its activities for 2004. Covered assigned 
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subjects, outings & volunteers to plan them, officers and chairmen for 2004, ways to get new members 
involved in club activities, include photos of club activities in newsletters. They found it was hard to get 
volunteers to implement them. (What's changed?) New Council competition rules disposed of "traditional" 
and "digital" images, and put in "altered" and "unaltered" categories. In PSA competition Focus was in 5th 
place in Group-A nationally, was in 6th last year, but still highest in Colorado. Digital Darkroom had a 
program that was a demo of Photoshop CS by Craig Lewis, Lee Urmy and Jim Austin.

Gains and Losses 
A new team for 2004 comprised of Les Lambert-President, Peggy Dietz-VP, Dick York-VP-Education, James 
Taylor-Programs, Russ Burden-Competition, Maria Armstrong-Membership, Meg Dalton-Sec, Sue York-
Treas, Nancy Myer & Craig Lewis-Editors. Dan Greenwood started Focus' first website mid-year. It had lots 
of pictures and color, became the club's main marketing communication tool and attracted many new 
members. Even though most members were still shooting film, Digital Darkroom had a program on highly 
creative manipulation using Painter-8 presented by professional Steve Friedman. Paul DiSalvo organized 
a Photojournalism Group and met for a picnic lunch and shoot at Elizabeth Stampede rodeo. Craig Lewis 
did a program on Photoshop techniques "Back to Basics" at the Digital Darkroom meeting in August, after 
which he continued presenting programs on various other Photoshop techniques for a long time. Marv 
Mickelson handled an active club library with videos, books, periodicals and a club photo album. 
Our leadership team for 2005: Les Lambert-President, Marv Mickelson-VP, Peggy Dietz-Treas/Membership, 
Meg Dalton-Sec, Harry Allen-Programs, Dick York-Education, Russ Burden-Competition, Nancy Myer & 
Craig Lewis-Editors. The newsletter was now featuring many outside digital workshops and seminars, 
with less emphasis on club activities than before. Nancy resigned as co-editor in April. Then Craig Lewis' 
front page article of the April issue said he's quitting too if no one volunteers to take Nancy's place. May 
was the last issue until January of 2008. It was like the lights went out on current information for that 
period of the club's history. It's interesting how memories fade and the past dissolves without the record
ing of ongoing events, activities and people's lives. We only know that Marv Mickelson became club presi
dent in 2006, the final year of this segment of our documentary. 
As you will see in the next segment, the club newsletter is reborn and a written history of the club is re
sumed. In spite of the club's ups and downs, Focus continues to excel in its original mission and member
ship continues to thrive. Not bad for a mere teenager on the cusp of becoming an adult.

Breaking news and further info is always available at our website FocusColorado.com Page 4 of 9

Down & Dirty by Richard Caverly
Kids & Shadows by Marv Mickelson

http://focuscolorado.com/


InFocus – the Monthly Newsletter of the Focus Camera Club September 2012

Program and Competition Schedules

Program Schedule Competition Schedule

09/11/12 Presentation – Russ Burden 
Slideshows

09/18/12 Subject – Altered Reality

10/02/12 Presentation - How to Put Slide 
Shows Together - Paul DiSalvo

10/16/12 Subject – Action

11/01/12 Presentation - Member Critique 11/20/12 Subject – Open

11/29/12 Presentation 5th Thur. - TBD

Remember these date changes for Meetings:  
September 11, Program Night, Moved from 9/6 and 
Oct. 4 moved to Oct. 2. Both are still at GVCH.

Sept. 11 Program with Russ Burden
Russ Burden will present Our Western National  
Parks and Natural Areas. The show features scenic 
images of the many national parks and natural ar
eas found in Utah, Arizona, New Mexico, Oregon, 
and Wyoming. Russ has visited each of these loca
tions numerous times on his instructional photo 
tours. While there, he teaches his participants the 
ins and outs of how to create a great image. 
The show will provide a journey into the world of landscape photography where for 20 minutes, you’ll 
see the photos Russ has created put to soothing and enjoyable music. Q & A will follow.
(If time permits, Russ will present a second show, Nature's Gifts.)
Nature’s Gifts is a mixture of scenic and wildlife photos from his travels. Wildlife and landscape images 
are interspersed and vary in subject matter from macro shots of butterflies to grand scenics along the 
Oregon coast. Included are panoramas, large mammals, birds, landscapes from the South West along with 
many other of Russ’s favorites. The show is a twenty minute escape into the visual world of nature.

This Month's Upcoming Competition is Altered Reality
The official definition: The alteration of a scene or subject so that it is obviously unrealistic. The image being 
altered must have been taken with a camera. The alteration may be done with an image editor (e.g. Photoshop)  
or by any other means at the photographer’s  disposal, as long as the result depicts a significant deviation 
from reality. For example, simply applying a soft focus filter to the image does not make it qualify.
The simple definition: Be weird. Let your Freak Flag fly.
If you need the Competition Entry forms or the template for the stick-on labels, you can get both from the Focus website on 
the Competition Rules page.

Breaking news and further info is always available at our website FocusColorado.com Page 5 of 9
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August Open Competition Results
Media Artist Image Title Score Award

f5.6 Color Print Gwen Pina What a Hoot! 10 1st

Bert Paredes Not the Yellow Brick Road 9 2nd

Gwen Pina Home on the Range 9 3rd

Digital Projection Jennifer Nelson Curly Tongue 10 1st

Elmer Paetow Yellow Umbrellas 9 2nd

Jeff Owens After the Storm 9 3rd

Judy Kahn Between Courses 9 HM

Monochrome Print Judy Kahn Break Time 9 1st

Jan Fuiks Cold Lunch After the Snow 9 2nd
f8 Color Print Gary Witt Polychrome Flight 10 1st

Rick Matson He Isn't Going to Call 9 2nd

Digital Projection David Irwin Shaded by a Pink Umbrella 10 1st

Richard Caverly Down & Dirty 10 2nd

Joyce Mickelson Framed 10 3rd

Gary Witt Splash 9 HM

Monochrome Print Gary Witt Radial Ascent 10 1st

Jeff Jensen Never Forget 9 2nd
f11 Color Print Paul DiSalvo Dreaming of Quarterbacks 10 1st

Oz Pfenninger Geranium Flower Detail 10 2nd

Peggy Dietz Washday at Cinque Terra 10 3rd

Oz Pfenninger A Zen Moment 9 HM

Darrell Pierson Blue Eyes 9 HM

Digital Projection Ken Farman Building the Nest 10 1st

Nancy Nelson Drinking Buddies 10 2nd

Dick York Twins 9 3rd

Ken Farman Kayla 9 HM

Nancy Myer Bench in the Rose Garden 9 HM

Monochrome Print Darrell Pierson Wedged in Stone 10 1st

Bill Jackson Desert Peaks 9 2nd

Darrell Pierson Lily 9 3rd
f16 Color Print Joe Bonita Beneath Kilimanjaro 9 1st

Digital Projection Marv Mickelson Kids & Shadows 9 1st

Dan Greenberg Lava Tidal Pools 9 2nd

Monochrome Print Cliff Lawson Friends 10 1st
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Calls For Entries / Photo Contests

Gateway to the Rockies Art Show
Co-sponsored by the Aurora Artist Guild and 
the city of Aurora Cultural Services Division, 
this annual exhibit has been a favorite for 
local, regional, and international artists to 
feature miniatures, two-dimensional works 
and photography.
Email Entries Only - ONLY Email entries will 
be accepted. One to three images may be 
entered in each of the three categories: 2-D 
Artwork, Photography and Miniatures. The 
digital files must be submitted as a .jpg at
tachment to GTRockies@aol.com. Mail your 
entry form and fees separately to the ad
dress on the entry form. Deadline for both 
is October 1, 2012.
Visit the Aurora Arts & Culture webpage and the Prospectus link is at the bottom. It has all the rules, 
details and entry forms in a PDF file.

Digital Photo Pro – The Face Contest
Deadline: September 28, 2012
Enter the first DPP photo contest devoted solely to 
people and portrait photography! Grand Prize is 
your choice of a Canon EOS 7D or Nikon D300S or 
Sony A77 DSLR, plus some other cool stuff. (Who 
cares what else there is. You get a rockin' new 
DSLR body!!)
Get all the details and submission info at The Face 
contest webpage.

Share the View International 
Photo Contest 
Entries accepted from Oct. 15 to Dec. 1, 2012
The Audubon Society of Greater Denver is once 
again launching an international nature photogra
phy contest with cash prizes awarded to the top 

eleven images and featured recognition for the top 250. Contest proceeds support our natural science 
education programs for schools throughout the Denver region.
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New this year!  TWO top prizes of $1000 each,  Six entries for the price of five
The two $1000 awards are among eleven cash prizes (2 $1000 Grand Prizes, 4 First Prizes of $250, and 
5 Second Prizes of $100) given to the highest scoring images. In addition, the top 250 images will be 
featured on the contest website during 2013.
Get all the contest details, entry information and image specs at the Share the View website.

C4FAP – Box Squared
Explore the box and square within a spherical world.  Deadline: September 26, 2012
Visit their website for complete details and entry info.

Local Photo Opps and Events

Russ Burden Photo Tours
www.russburdenphotography.com 303.791.9997
2012 Photo Tours

Sept 23 - Oct 2, Tetons and Yellowstone Natl. Parks
   in Fall - 10 days
Oct. 16 - 21, Hunts Mesa - Aerial perspective of
   Monument Valley and Capital Reef National Park

  Nov. 3 – 9, Bryce Canyon and Zion National Parks
Dec. 1 - 7,  Bosque Del Apache / White Sands 
    Natl. Monument
Feb 23 - Mar 1, 2013 – Birds of Florida

The Corn Maze
Every Friday, Saturday & Sunday from Sept. 14 – 
Oct. 28, Denver Botanic Gardens at Chatfield
Get lost at this year’s 8-acre Corn Maze. The maze 
is for all ages and includes activities for the 
whole family. Members have complimentary event 
admission in Sept. for one visit - it includes the 
number of guests that your membership allows. 
Please bring your member invitation postcard.
Visit their website for more info.

Sunset Photography Sessions at the 
Longmont Agricultural Heritage 
Center
September 26: 5 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. (sunset 6:55 p.m.) and October 31: 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. (sunset 6 p.m.)
Extended hours at the Agricultural Heritage Center will be available to offer an opportunity for photogra
phers to capture unique sunset shots to submit for consideration for exhibit in the photography exhibit.  
A map and directions can be found on the Agricultural Heritage webpage. 
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Frame #37
A collection of extra tidbits discovered during the past few weeks.

— Bayphoto is offering 30% off Canvas Gallery 
Wraps. Enter Promo Code 30CWRAP in the Order 
Review area of Bay ROES. Offer is valid 8/24/12 – 
9/13/12 for Photographic and Fine Art Canvas 
Gallery Wraps with or without a Float Frame. Not 
valid for Wall Clusters and Splits.  
— Focus club competition subjects give you various 
photographic “challenges” during the year. But a 
personal project can be more meaningful. Read 
Tamron's latest article on self-assignments to get 
started.
— Arizona Highways Photo Workshops offer a vari
ety of classes, photo excursions, and trips. See their 
current offerings and 2013 schedule on their work
shops page.

— Photoshop CS6 training – Did you miss the PhotoshopCAFE USA tour? They recorded the live event. 
This release includes all the video, a 150 page digital workbook AND the instructor's files for you to fol
low along at home. There has never been a learning resource like this before and it's available to you for 
only $79.99.  Order the DVD or digital downloads at the PhotoshopCafe site.

For Sale Items
Tokina ATX 16-28/2.8
Even though I don't own an FX body I do LOVE this Tokina 16-28 lens. It's super sharp, with virtually no 
distortion at 16mm. But I need something slightly wider as I venture into real estate photography. So I'm 
selling my Like New Tokina. (See Tokina's info page here.)
You can be the proud new owner for only $675. (Incl. original box, front/rear caps) And I'll even cover the 
cost of shipping and insurance to you. Email Karl: karl@kpphotography.com and "let's make a deal."
Nikon 28-105/3.5-4.5 AF-D 
My day to day workhorse for many years, and I have thousands of sharp images in my Lightroom catalog 
(and on film) from this lens. This Nikon 28-105/3.5-4.5 AF-D covers a very usable range and goes to 1:2 
life size in Macro mode. For a mere $135 this excellent condition lens can be yours. (Incl. front/rear caps 
and HB-18 lens shade)  Email Karl: karl@kpphotography.com and "let's make a deal."

 I've been doing a series of spirals. You know how it is with us artists. We take one idea, 
and then beat it half to death. 

- Stu Jenks
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Yellow Umbrellas by Elmer Paetow
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